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ABSTRACT

Like most othep countries faxation has become increasingly
important in Thailand. /Tt serves mot only as a major source of
government revenue but also as an efficient instrument in designing
economic policy. In this ‘fegard; the existence of a sizeable
amount of tax perennially in arrears would thus gravely affect the
government financial-position-as-well-as-the-country's economic
development. At the end of fiscal year 1984, the delinquent account
of taxes collected by the Revenue Department stood at 15,145.4 million
baht, or 24.05 per cent of the totall collection of Ithis Department.
So, it is intuitive that the problems causing the accumulation of
tax in'arrears must, expediently, be tackled, if “the government is to

effectively increase its collection.

In this paper, attempts have been made on identifying the
causes leading to the problems of tax in arrears. In doing so, the
arrears of tax and duty have been classified as being caused by

three major factors as follows:



(1) certain improper provisions of the law and regulations

which are obstructive to efficient tax collection;

(2) different interpretations of the tax laws among the

taxpayers, the Revenue Department and the court; and

(3) the low compliance on the part of the taxpayers.

Having analyzed the matter as aforesaid, this study finally
proposes some possible méasures to deal with the problems as

follows:

(1) to amenddthe provisions of the law and regulations so

as to permit greater @ffécgiveness of tax collection process;

(2) to be more careful ' in interpreting any provisions of

the law so as to avoid unne€cessary controversies; and

(3) to step up campaign on taxpayer's education as well as

to impose more seyere punishments on tax evaders
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