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Thesis Title " The Construction of English Sound Discrimination

Proficiency Tests for Beginners

Name Miss Pimon Xanthavichitra

Department of Secondary Education

"Academic Year 1975

ABSPRACT
Purpose-

_The purpose of this study was to construct effective English
sound discrimination proficiency tests for beginners, The tests’
were based on individualized language materials, the Jacaranda

Individualized Language irts Program (JILAP), Stage I and II, and

The Oxford English Couxse for Thailand, Book II and III.

Procedures

Three levels of English sound dilserimination tests were
construc?ed; Each level.conisisted of two parallel forms of twelve
items each, _These tests were pretested with 459 students of two
levels, -~ Pratom 6 “and 7 Wat ‘Tat “Thong School students-and Pratom
4 and 5 Kasetsart Demonstration School students who had studied
English for 2 and 3 yearse All testswere administered via tape
recording, Item aﬁalyses were performed and indicisa of item dif-~
ficulty aﬁd item discrimination were derived. Means, standard

deviafions, standard errors of means, reliabilities, and standard



errors of measurement were calculated for each test, Pearson
product ~ moment correlutlons were calculated to determine the
equivalence of the parallel forms.

Good items were selected from each pair of pretests-dh the
basis éf iten difficulty (p value ﬁetWeen 220-,80) ané discrimi-
nation (rbis greater than +20), and combined into a single form.
The resultant English eoundedisérimination tests were_post-testgd
with the population of 1 ,081 students in rural schools in Khon Kaen
Province using the recording adnlnlstratlon procedure. The results
were.compﬁted by using program ITANALJon an IBM 350/145 computer
at the Asian Institute of Technology. Statistics computed included
indices of item difficulty and item discrimination; means, stan-
dard deviations, standard errors of means, reliabilities, and

standard errors of measurement.
Results

Three effettive| English sound) diserininationstests for
beginnérs were produced, Iach was composed of twelve items. The.
major findings from tie post-tést were that) the ievel ofidtem
difficulﬁy varied from easy to difficult (p = +24=.80). The dis~

crimination power was high (r = +30=.61)e Tho reliabilities of

bis
the tests were satisfactory (rtt = .54-.75). The tests also had

content and construct validitye
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