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The Production relating to Cashew Nut has brought a large amount
of income to those countrics earnestly which have cultivated Cashew Nﬁt
trees. Their.foreign consumers, especially in the developed countries
whose peopie have high level of income per capita, have been increasing
their consumption of theseé products. In 1976, 1India which is the leader
in producing these goods, exported 5,600 tons of cashew nut kerpel worth
2,325 million baht and 5,055 tons of cashew rnut -shell liquid valued at
29 million bzaht.

"The study of the "Cultivation and Tradc of Cashew Nuts" has been
achieved throughl documentary research, c¢mnguiries| from producers of
cashew nut-shelled industry and from the observation during the field .
research at Phukcotoy From the information gathered the cost and the
revenue from plantation of cashew nut trees were calculated, comparing
them with those of ?he plantation of other crops such as rubber, coconut
and palm oil. Thé cost and the revenue from cashew ..ut-shelled industry,
as well as an aralysis of the inte;nul rate of return from this invest-
ment were made. The chance and problems in agriculture and industry

for cashew nut’s investment in Thailand were also studied. However this



researcn is only & primary étudy which should be a helpful device for
further study in more details, since not sufficient data have been
collected to date, nor sufficient experimentation on the crop has been
made .

It is evident that cashew mut is. e perennial that can sténd in
a hot and dry climate, it can grow in any kind of well irrigated grcund
and the yield will begih in 35 years. The cost of cashew nut's plan-
tatioﬁ is rather high«in the early years. The cost of Cashew nut's
plantation is at an annuall average per rai of 495 bath and its annual

average revenue per rai valued gt 1,405 baht; as a result, its annual

»

average profit per rai is at 910.baht. The cost of cashew nut-shelled
(wholes) 's production is about 57 baht, per kilogram which sells at 85
baht per kilogram. Its Ir - ‘products such as splits and pieces can

also be soid. The internal rate of return for the cashew nut-shelled’s
production is 19.41 %, As mentroned-above;-the Ieturn from the cashew
nut’s plantation and the cashew nut-shelled industry is at a high rate.
Moreover, the price of raw cashew nut and cashew nut kernel has been now
progressively increasing.

Cashew nut trees have been planted_din Thailand for a long time
and at present the (cashew nut-shelled®s production has,just begun in
household families and in industries, but the cashew nut shell liquid
extraction has not yet been promoted in this country. Since Thailand
still has a great‘deal of wild and uninhabited area; the ground in some
parts is not fertile and too arid to grow any other crops, so it may
be better tec promote cashew nut tree plantation in those areas than to

leave the land undeveloped. Cashew nut shelled industrial production



should be improved so that it becomes more productive and survéys should
be made for export of these products. This would be a good device for
assistance towards farmers in arid regions, and most of all, the deficits
in the balance of trade and balance of payment can be reduced. However,
as soon as the market area is expanded .. the problems in production and
distribution will follow. It would ther¥efore be better £o establish a
center or a cooperative to.solve these problems, to plaﬁ an effective
production and distributionsand provide the farmers a new technigue. The
government could provide a'great deal of assistance in Experimentation
and Intemsive Researchifox a new breed which should give -a higher yield
and could well stand the climate in Thailand, It should also give

advice on new techniques in plantation and plant nourishment, the
government ought to provide a financial assistance to re~-finance the
farmers in the long term as well:os an assistance in Exporting Service.
only then cashew nut trees will surely become Thailand®s economic plant

in the future.
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