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'ABSTRACT

At the beginning of the thirteenth century, during the
reigns of King Sri/Indraditya and King Ram Khamhaepg, the
kingdom of Sukhothai,reéched the highest stage of its political
power expansion. ' The péliticalvpower‘of khis kingdom lasted only

for a brief span-of time and in the beginniﬁg of the fourteenth

century, Sukhothai was annexed to the Kingdom of Ayudhya.

The.research. shows, that the connection between Sukhothai
and the Khmer kingdom was“on the géod terms of "Client-Patron
Relationship.” Owing-to- this connection, immediately after the
death of Jayavarman VII which signified the decline of the
_Khmer power over the Menam valley, Sukhothai became then the
ruler of other States in the area instead of Khmer Kingdom.

It might be staﬁed therefore that one of the main factors which
helpéd to establish Sukhothal political power is the favourable

political situation.



T

‘Another importaht.ﬁactor is a string of capable leaders: .
~ King Sri Indraditya and Kiﬁa Ram Khamhaeng, who had charismatic.
.éersonality and militagy taient; This.factor is a common
characteriétic of any early_state which did not acquire a well
organized system of control. So, the accepténce of Sukhothai
predominance by other Thai States was based on thg capability

of its leaders. Thescontinuity of Sukhothai political mightiness
depended upon thesecstwo factors.

*

Surprisingly,/ though thére was a lack of an appropriate -
form oandhinistration, Sukhothai enjoyed ; political stability
within its kingdom. ¢ It happened that other States‘rehounced
the suzerainty of Sukhothai but they never had enough power to
conquer the capital of Sukhothai. This poliﬁical.sitqation is’
due to the fact that the Sukhothai kings managéd to keep the
right of succession within their own dynésty° The political
conflicts before King . Li Thai's asgension to the throne were

trifles comparing\with-those happening to other contemporary

dynastiese.

Buddhism, the State Ideology, is the other factor which
supported the political stability of the Sukhothai kingdome The
religion united kings and their people within the same political

ideas,



The political structure based on these factors which
confirmed the right of the Pra Ruang dynasty to rule the Sukhothai

kingdom, but it failed to support the power of the kingdom over

hen the new kingdom of Ayudhya

emerged as a strong and - f s Sukhothai eventually
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