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Thesis Title- The Ability of University Freshmen in Usingv

English Idioms

Name - Miss Deeyco Palikupt
Department Secondary Education

Academic Year 1976
ABSTRACT

Purposes

The purposes of this study were to examine the university
freshmen's ability to use English idioms, and to compare their

‘

ability in using them,

Procedures

English idioms fqund in the English texts used by the
samples of university freshmen were systematically selected as
well aé the idiomg previously‘learned.at the secondary.school
level so as to construct a test measuring the' 2bility in ‘wsing
English idioms. The test consisted of two main parts : the first
one measured the ptudents' zpprehension of the meanings of idioms

‘ whereas the second one measured their ability to use the test

idioms in context. The test had been pretested before being



adminiStered*tox32D-freshmen1,randomly-and equally selected from-

all departments in the Faculty of Education? Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity;t;nd from allvfaculties at Silpako¥n University, Chieng Mai
University and Khon Kaen University. The results were then inter-
breted in terms of statistical means; standard deviationms, reliébility.
coefficients, analysis of ?ariance, the z-= values, and the percentage

of ‘the students using each idiéh correctly.

Results

Te Thé mean score for all.the university freshmen in using
Fnglish idioms was 62,62 with'a standard deviation of 14,79, The
meén écore for Chulaloﬁgkorn University students was 66,85 with a
standard deviation of 16.29. The mean score for Silpakorn University
students was 63,89 with a standard deviation of 13.38. The mean
score fof Chieng Mzi University students was 63064 with a standard
deviation of 15.,6C, “And the mean score for Khon.Kaen University
students was 56309 with & standard) deviatich of 1113,

2. The difference'ih.ability of the sﬁudents from each
uni%ersity inSusing, Baglish ididﬁs was significant dt +01 level.
Althéugh the ability of the students from Chulalongkcrn, Silpakorn,
and from Chieng Mai Universities was nof significantly different at
«01 level, the ability of Khéﬁ Kaen University étudents differed

from that of the students from all the other uniﬁersities at the

samelevel of significance,
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