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Thesis Title - Rice Bank Rrogram : A Case Study of Amphoe Foan
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Thailand is aﬁ_agricultural>éogntxy'the majority of the
population of which liges in rural afeas. In developing the country
economically, socially and'politiﬁally; rurgl areas must be taken
into account. Develdping_éhral areaé'in such a way that rural

population may be able to help themselves, regquires cooperation from

the Government; bureaucrats and the people;

Rice bank is a program of ryral development aiming ;t solving
shortage of rice|consumption at the village level.. Basic idea in
mutuél depésit of rice with thié yillagé rice bank. Those who do not
ﬁave encugh Trice to ‘consumelnay borroﬁ at lﬁw intereét while depositors
may gét some profit. However,there must alvays be rice‘reserﬁed in
the bank. | _

This thesis aims at studying factors which make the rice

‘bank a success or failure. It analyses the consequences of the



-implementation of the program. From problems encountered, solutions

are suggested to improve the rice bank operation.

It is found out ffom the study that villagers appreciate
thebvirtue of thé rice bank. Yef, success or failure of the rice
bank depends on various factors : role/of bursaucrats in establishing
and supporting the program, ability of the local leadership; working

_béhaviour cf tﬁe rice bank commnittee members;'as well as support |
fronm villagers at larges Propblems encountered are : local conditions”
not suitable for a rice' bank gperation, yet, villagers not fully
prepared; inability and lack of interest of local leaderss confliéts

| within committee memberg of bhe rice bank; and less than enthusiastic
support frém the well-off villagers; SuggeSted corrections are :
adjustment'of governmen£ policy; budget support from the gqverﬁment;
orientation activity; persomnel; coordination; and follow up. As
far as villagers are concerned- wﬁét can be =doné aonteraround
or1entatlon, *improvingworklng behav1our between local:m Offlclals
and villagers, and récurrent)¢lection of commlttee members.

hs it dtands mow,the rice bank is unable to incorporate

- divergent interesté within éhe villége especially “the aféa where
economic Gonditions are not,févourable. Rural development program:
must suit local need and local people are prepared for it. As such
the rice bank should Eesélectivelﬁ éstablished at éppropriate;.

' location so that villagers will truely benefit from it.
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