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ABSTRACT

- The purposes of this study were:

1. To study the development of Buddhism courses offered

at the upper secondary education level,

2. To study the status and to survey the problems

arising from these courses offered in Bangkok,

3+ To look into opinions, suggestions and comments of

the teachers, school administrators and students involved with

the courses,

Procedures:’

Both documentary and survey research were enmployed in

this study.

1o Documentary research: The development of Buddhism

courses was studied via books, journals, archives, curriculums,

textbooks, and other related research works, The findings were,

then presented in narrative analysis,



2. Survey research: To obtain data concerning the
status, problems arising from the courses, and opinions, suggestions
and comments from those subjects involved, a set of questionnaires
were constructed. The subjects of this study were selected by a
multistage sampling method; The sampies were 96 school administré—
torsy, 94 teachers teaching the courses, =nd 379 students. The data
was processed to determine besic stabisties, such as the percentage,

the mean, and the standard deviatione.

Conclusiong

Education on Buddhigm has been provided since the early
time when school system had not existeds The study of Buddhism was-
informal and done in fthe Wat. . When the formal school system has
already existed, it is taught in schoois. This courses the decrease
in the monks' roles Buddhism courses were named differently as
Themajaree, Ethics, Civice and Bthics. The study of Buddhism,
according to the 1937 Curriculum was named the Social Studieg courses
because of the changes@n thought and the'rights to believe in
religion. At present, ihe course' is called Buddhism course.
Although_the course is named_differently in different’ period, the
main purposes remain’ the Bane'-"to teach students’' to' become good
citizens and teo maiptain the security of Buddhism. The content of
the course mainly concerns moral and ethics and ways of behaving.
The teaching is done by trying to meke the concrete out of the

abstractT And, the evaluation deals with both theory and practice.



The rasults of this study were as foliows:

1« The present Qtatus of the Buddhism courses.

1.1 The objectives of teaching: The administrators
and the teachers agreed that ‘the objectives of teaching are in
accord with the present society.

162 Th; course content: Both the administrators and
the teachers agreed that the courses are of benefit andAwill
encourage good attitudes,.walues and religious practices. Also,
they indicated that the golurses canm be practically applied to
every day life,

1.3 Teaching and.learning: Students agreed that the
teachers teaching thelcourses dre component and use good methods
of teaching. They also bring into the classrooms some current
events which are related to the lessons. In addition, various
extra-curricular activities have been provided, Also, students
indicated that relationships between teachers @nd students sre
positive. Moreover,; both administrators and teachers aim at
helping students to be able to apply Lord Buddha's teaching in
their lives, [All activities concerning religious practice are
moderately participated in by students and other teachers. Angd
lastly, the teachers can complete the courses as scheduleé.

1.4 Measurement and evaluation: Studenté admitted
that they were tested both in terms of what is learned and what
is memorized, The teachers usually stated criteria for course
evaluation before teaching,vand that both objective and subjective
tests were used. The main purposes of the measurement was to
give grades as required by the.ﬂﬁnist;y of Education, especially

these items concerning thinking, reasoning-and application.



2

2. The problems arising from the courses

2.1 Students agreed that there were just a few
problems concerning’the_course content, the teaching, and the
evg;uatidﬁ;

2.2 The administrators, and the teachers agreed
‘that there were only a few problems concerning the coursed evalu-
ation, However, they admitted that there were a lot of problems
concerning the teaching because most teacheps teaching the Buddhism
courses were trained.dn the fields other than Buddhism, Moreover,
the teachers admitted students palegss attention to the courses
because the credits @ssigned for fhe courses were at the minimum
level and because the entrance examination for higher institutions

does not require the knowledge learned from these courses.
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