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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims#£0o collect and disseminate Royal
Nursery Rhymes, used as/lullabies for the royal infants in
the royal court in ancient times.. The Royal Nursery Rhymes
are found both in the form of publighed copies and original
manuscripts. The thegis discusses-fﬁe background, content,
literary style inciuding the style of¥recitation of the

§

Rhymes as well as evaluates the Rhymes in various aspects.

The study; reveals-that-thetradition.of reciting
royal lullabies came about in the Ayudthaya period and
lasted until the Reign_of King Rama V. The wide content
of the thmes illustrates the fact _that though they are
primarily meant to entertain the royal infants, they ,reflect
at the game time. various sspects of the .culture and wisdom

of the past periods.

The Royal Nursery Rhymes consist mostly of Kap Yanee
(a 11-syllable verse-form) and a few other verse-forms.
Since the poets selected words with meticulously harmonious

sounds and picturesque meanings as well as employed a variety



of careful comparisons, these Royal Nursery Rhymes are of

high literary value.

Besides, when accompanied by a Saw-Sam-Sai, a

three-~stringed fiddle, and a Pandava drum, these Rhymes

are rendered musically ex H ’
There is no d at

t& 1l Nursery Rhymes

a
—
are literature of g which should be preserved as’

a part of Thai cul

For furthe detailed comparative study
of royal lullabie / one&, and a study of verses

composed for speci

ceremony, are recommend '- > into their objectives,
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