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KEY WORD: MILITARY / POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT / CIVIL AFFAIRS
SURASAK KASEMSUWAN : THE ROLE OF THE MILITARY IN POLITICAL
DEVELOPMENT : A CASE STUDY OF THE ARMY'S CIVIL AFFATIRS OPERATTONS
IN THE THIRD REGIONAL INTERNAL SECURITY OPERATIONS COMMAND AREA.CF
THE NAN PROVINCE OF THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSQO.PROF. KANALA
SUKHABNIJ KHANTAPRAB, Ph.D. 234 pp. ISBN 974 - 581 - 829 -1

The purpose of the thesis is to study the role of the military
focusing only on its civil affairs operations, in political development in
the area belongs to the Third Regional Internal Security Operations Command
of the Nan Province of Thailand. The thesis, therefore, aims at investigating
the Army's Civil Affairs policy and its impact on the people's political
consciousness,socio-political learning ande€ocialization, as well as on the
military's attempt at stzemgthening the spirits of cooperation among the
local villagers in the Norths :

The research findifgscsare as follows

1. The Army's ciwil affairs policy contains the principle aiming at
socializing the local willagers with democratic doctrines and liberal way of
life. This policy, which hag been implemented by the Third Regional Internal
Security Operations Command (TSOC)-officers,is, therefore, coincided very
well with the principles of democracy and political development originated

in the West.

2. The ISOC officers of the Third Army Regional Command area have
introduced and arranged for the Nan Prowince villagers to participate in
various programs related tg the civil affairs politico-military activities,
such as the Thai Volunteer National Defense program, the Democratic Hall
program, as well as the Village Volunteer For Development and Self Defense
program, etc.

3. As far as-the policy implementation is.concerned, the ISOC
officers have been more successful in their attempt at grouping, discipline
training, and political institutionalization, which, of course, would need
more time and efforts.

4. Nevertheless,/ the good will of the army’s civil affairs policy
and implementation, have|, /difectly ot indirectly, cultivated better relation
between the Army/I1S0C officers and the -local villagers. Hence, the role of
military's civil @ffairs officers have resonably altered to become more of
the "professional soldier™" rather than that-of the coup maker as in the past.
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