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OFFICIALS/ROLESAND

FUNCTIONS

JULISPONG CHULARATANA : THE KROM THA KHWA
OFFICIALS: THEIR ROLES AND FUNCTIONS DURING THE
AYUTTHAYA AND RATANAKOSIN PERIODS (1610 - 1892).
THESIS ADVISOR : DHIRAVAT NA POMBEJRA, Ph. D. THESIS
COADVISOR : PROF. PIYANART BUNNAG, Ph. D. 484 pp. ISBN 974
-03-0195-9.

This thesis deals with the role and function of the krom tha khwa officials
(officids of theright wing in theold Siamese maritime affairs ministry) from the
time of King Songtham, when the department was first controlled by Indo-Iranian
officias, to the eraof King RamaV, when the department was abolished . The krom
tha khwa officials had two main roles and functions. They managed the Siamese
trade and communications with the foreigners from countries west of Siam. The
group which was best able to integrate itself, and continue performing
administrative duties in the krom tha khwa, were the members of the Iranian
Sheik Ahmads family .

The changes in these officials roleand function through the ages were due

to the changesin the conduct of Siamese foreign trade, and policies concerning the
control of foreigners . The krom tha khwa officials were most powerful under the
Prasattong Dynasty , because they managed much of the foreign trade and
controlled the Muslim and some other foreign communities. Their role was reduced
during the Ban Phlu Luang Dynasty period and during King Rama I' s reign ,

because Siamese maritime trade eastwards increased while trade to the west
declined. Also, the foreign communities in Siam were now more strictly controlled
by the state. From King Ramall' sreign till King Ramalll's reign the krom tha

khwa officials became more important in the collection of duties as international
trade expanded. As British and other western nations economic influence

increased, the krom tha khwa officials role came to an end during thereigns of
King RamalV and King RamaV .
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