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This thesis is aimed at studying the role and the charac-
teristics of the VidUsaka (Jester) in K&lida3sa's plays : the

ElavikBenimitram, thé Vikvamosvadivam, and the Abhijfidnadakunta-

lam and also in the Sanskrit tcxfs on dramatrugy. The thesis

consists of five chapters.

Chapter I is an introduction explaXning the problem,

the aim, the approach to, the problem and the results.

Chapter II deals with the study of the comic sentiment
(h&syarasa) as related to the Vidfisaka, the definition, meaning,
and characteristics of the Vidligaka as prescribed in Sanskrit

texts on dramaturgy.
Chapter IIT is an analysis of the Vidlgaka in K&lid&3sa's
' plays.

Chapter IV describes the relationship of the Vidfigaka
and other characters : the hero, the chief - gueen, and her

maid-servants,



Chapter V is the result of the reesearch revealing that
the Vidisaka as depicted in Kalidd@sa's drama plays the role of
a jester, a hero's helper in love =~ affair, and a hero's conscler

in his saparation from the oved and has the characteristics
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