CHAPTER TII
GENERAL BACKGROUND

In order to give real meaning, weight and cirection
to succeeding chapters, it is felt dmperative that a gen-
eral background be 1laid out ap the Beginning by way of a
comparative study. Thesbackdrop against which the present
study is written congists of two parts: the first devolves
upon the political amd cultural effinities and semblance
of economy existing between the Philippines and Thailand
and their geographical propinguity: ©the second includes a
genera. definition of fheir respective foreign policies.

The adoption of a foreign policy depends to a large
extent upon the support a government gives it. Its imple-
mentation is linked with material and cultural considera-
tions and the conditions under which such is pursued,
Hence, the state of ,affairs. between,K two. or a_group of
states operates ‘within such® considerations’and conditions

and the .abstracts of.their foreign, policy.

Lo SETTING

Geography

Southcast Asia consists of two major divisions--
island and mainland Southeast Asia.26 Thailand belongs
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to mainland Southeast Asia., A peninsula within a penin-
sula, it is bounded on the west by the Indian Ocean and
Burma, on the north and northeast by Laos; on the south-
east by Cambodia and on the south by lMalaysia. It lies
between 5° 21! north latitude and 970 106" cast longitude,
Tt has a total lancd awvea of about 2004148 square miles,27
Topographicaldyy Thailand mey be devided into four
distinct regions, n@med¥y .  the northeast which represents
the most depressed#@rgé@ Of jthe «country .and hence materi-
ally weak to withsgénd Communist subversion, more so be-
cause it shares commons boundaries with neutral Leos; the
south which consists of about two-thirds of the lalavan
Peninsula and has nountaein ranges and coastal plains on
either side; the north; a mountainous terrain with four
relatively large vetleys drained by four rivers which flow
down séﬁh to join the Chao Phraya River; and the central
part, a vast alluvial ,plain drained by the Chao Phraya

28

River and which becomes inundated during the rainy season.

26Harrison, Brian, nSoubheast fsia: [ L Short History
(New York# St. Martin's Press, 1963), p. 1.

27Department of Commercial Intelligence, IMinistry of
Economic Affairs, Commercial Directory for Thailand 1961-62
(Bangkok: Daily Trade News Press, 1962), p. 1.

28

in Outline¥, Foreign Affairs Bulletin, Vol, II, No. 4,Febru-
ary-larch, 1963 (Bangkok, MFl\), p. 34L.

Rajadhon, Phya Anuman, “Introducing Cultural Thailand
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The Philippines comprises 7,100 islands which stretch
a thousand miles from the north to the south in the south-
east coast of Asia. It belongs to island Southeast Asia,
Located between 20° 21! and 42 20! north latitude and bet-
ween 116° 55t and 126° east longittige, it has an area of
114,830 square miles and an inregular coastline twice as
long as that of the«iinited States,29 Taiwan is only about
100 nmiles north of" Y'amisisle., The Chind Sea lies at the
west, the Pacific Ocegénsat the east and on the south, the
Celebes Sea and the waters, of Norxth Borneo.BO

The Philippines consists of three major island-groups.
They are Luzon, Vis#2yasg and Minfanao. The whole archipe-
lago has a relatively mountainous ¥Cerrain. The central
part of Luzon corresponds to the céntral part of Thailand.
Both regions are ! suited for growing rice, the staple food
of the Thais and the Filipinos.

From o cursorysglance of ©Southeast Asien geography
both the Philippines and Thailand command strategic posi-~
tions, economically and politically/ Thailand“besides

peing the hubnub 'off air‘transportetion’ as-well 'as’ commerce,

29Philippine Supplement, Bangkok Bank Monthly Review
(Bangkok: BanfkoZ Bank Ltd., June 1963], p. 182,

30

Ibid.
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holds the key to the success and failure of Communist expan-
sion in mainland Southeast Asia. Once it is over-run or
gives in to Communist pressures, islind Southeast .isia will
follow. This will eventually weaken the position of India
and neutralize that of Australia.31

In the same manner, although to o relatively lesser
degree, the Philippines stands at the wanguard of progress
and democracy. Its'geeograpricel heterogenity suggests that
it is also vulncrable of Communist infiltration.

The geographical proxinity of both countries is more
significant becausedpropinquityitends to promote similarity

of interests and outldock.

Economy

The economyl of the two countrics is basically agri-
cultural, This is' due to the similarity of climatic and
soil conditions which are conducive to growing of agri-
cultural products: p iibundant meinfally andshumidity are
suitable to the growth of Iforest vegetation which is common
to both «thefPhilippine swand | Thaddands

Thailand's major export and commodity products include
rice, rubber, tin and teak. Whereas, the Philippines has

rice, copra, sugar and hemp for export and consumption.,

3'Butwell, R., Southeast Asia and World Politics
(New York: Praeger, 1960), p. 8.
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Although, the agricultural mainstay of the Philip-
pines is also rice, it is unfortunately located along the
typhoon belt. Thus, each year the Philippines is nlmost
always not spared from being wisited by natural calemities
when acres of rice plantations &re destroyed. It has to
import rice either from Thailand of Burma.32

It is quite uUncewstandable why the Philippines and
Thailand do not have _€ommgr¢ial trade with each other,
except for a nominal oneé, /They are both producers of raw
materials and practigally have ddentical products. However,
a certain degree of specgializetion or a Jjoint venture in
obtaining markets for produce might prove to be beneficial

in the future.,

Government and Pelitics

The beginnings of modern Thailand were the accomplish-
ment of King lwongkut, King Chulalongkorn and King Vajiravut.

These three ménarchs paved the way for the réesponse of

32From January |to March|, /1962, the-total brade of the
Philippines with Thailand amounted to 3,880 (F.0:B. value in
thousand pesos.) Source: Journal of Philippine Statistics,
Vol. XV, No. 2, 1962 (lManila: Philippines), p. 137.

From January to June, 1962, the breakdown of trade with
Thoiland is: exports - 187,432; imports - 6,909,171, Total
trade is 7,096,603 (F.0.B. in pesos). Source: Foreign Trade
Statistics of the Philippines, issued by the Department of
Commerce and Industry: Burcau of Census and Statistics,
Manila, Philippines, January-June, 1964,
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Thailand to western influences and revolutionized the con-
cept of the position of the state. Southeast Asia was
then, econorically, politically and technically dominated
by France, Netherlands, Spain ana Great Britain. The res-
ponse was a policy of giwving in when nccessary and of
consolidating and synthesizing wrhat remained. The creation
of modern Thailand ig.dargely due to the adoption of this
policy.

Ancient Thadland was chagocterizcd by the splendor
amd majesty of traditional kKingship. Then, the King was
the lawgiver, chiefiexecutive and final arbiter,

The coup d'etat of 1932 abolished absolute monarchy

and instituted constitutienal monarchy in its place. From
then on the King is no dorger absolute but limited by the
constitution.

The present dynasty is the Chakri dynasty which rulea
from the time of King.Rama I and,was established in 1782 in
Bangkok.,ﬂP The reigning monarch is! King Bhumiphol Adul-
yadej, the ninth in line togfoccupy the throne.

Under they various constitutions since thel ¢stablish-~
ment of constitutional monarchy, the King performs his execu-
tive powers through a Council of Ministers, his legislative

functions through the National Assembly and his judicial

power through a system of courts.

3b’Kahin, George, ed., Government and Politics of South-
east Asia (New York: Cornell University Press, 19062), p L.
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Peclitically, Thailand lacks the political conscious-
ness all-pervading Philippine politics. There are three
probable factors contributing to the political passivity
of the Thais. First, historically, they never hac to fight
for their independence., Oecond, €economically, Thailand is
conspicuous in Southeast fisia, because it produces more than
what is actually needed Lor consumption and thus, there is no

35

population pressure on its matural resources. Compara-
tively speaking, it has less economic problem., Third,

the social structure of Thailand has been so constituted
since time immemorial fso that there is ¢ clear demarcation
between the rulers and rulcd. The ruled group apparently
has been taling their status as is and it has been taken for
granted that an elite is always present to rule them.

Moreover, the constitution and the word ‘democracy®
were superimposcd upon a people who did not even knoe what
democracy means.

The consgtitution does not usually get the veneration
it receives dnythe, Phildppines | bacause it has Heenl introduced
into a "prior and vital political system with a fully devel-
oped body of legislation, a powerful structure of government

36

and a vigorous bureaucratic tradition,®

35Rosinger, L. K. and issociates, The State of Asia:
A Contemporary Survey (New York: Alfred A. Knofp, 1953),
pPe 2L3.
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The governnent of the Philippines is a presidential
republic, in principle, a duplicate of the American gov-
ernment, One of the nations in Southeast Asia which aflects
a change of government wholly through the ballot-box, it
has the "fightingesti and '“"freeigs® press?, As such, it has
often becen referred to as the "show.ease of democracy in
the Orient',

The Philippine @onstitution, the first to be drafted
in Southeast Asia 1s baged and founded on the following
basic principles: #(1) /fsovencignty of the people, (2) a
strong government, {3) fthe scparation of powers with its
concomitant checks and balances, /(L) the indepcndence of
the judiciary, (5) a strong c¢xecutive power, (6) national-
ization of natural resolrces and publie utility, (7) a high
sense of public skrvice morality, (8) govarament of laws,
(9) social justice and (10) majority rule.-’

The executive! power is exeércised by a President who
is clected for [four.years dnd|can be re-elcted. However,
no president shall scerve for a continwous pericdd of more
than eight yearsy’ The legitlative function is'performed by

a bicameral body consisting of the House of Representatives

30¢ahin, op. cit., pelh2.

37Aruego, Jose M,, Philippine Covernment In Action,
2 Volumes, revised edition (Manila: University Publishing
Co., 1960, 1, p. 6L.




and the Scnate. The Rtepresentatives are celected for four
years; the Senators serve for six years., The judicieary
is composed of a Supreme Court and inferior courts.

The military plays 2 sigpificant role in Thai politics
in contradistinction with the supremecy of civilian rule in
the Philippines.

However, despité merhked differences in the political
system which is the" immediste by-preduct of the post and
experience, both peonleg ape obsessed with the love for free-
dom--for Thailand because it has never been subjugated to a
liecstern power; forithe Philippines because of its hard won
indepencence after a'struggle fer more than three hundred

years.,

Socio-Cultural Factors

There exist_between the Thais and the Filipinos some
cultural affinities. Both belong to the same racial stock
and were expoged! t¢ the (senie dntensivel dnfluences of the
Chinese and the Hindus in the formetive years of Southeast
Asia, particulardy, 'in |the twelfth ‘and| thirteenlhi centuries.

Centuries before the coming of the Spanish colonizers
to the Philippines, there lived further south of what is now
central Theiland, archaeologically %nown by their Kingdom of

38

Dvaravati, This Kingdom in the eleventh century came

38poreign Affairs Bulletin, Vol. II, No. 4, op. cit.
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under the sway of the vast Shri-Vijayan Empire. Its sphere
of influence includecd Thailand and Indo-China, south to the
Malayan Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, Borneo, the lloluccas and
the Philippines. It extended as far north as Eormosa.39
The Kingdom of Sukhothai under Rawmé Kamheng stretched far
down soutl: vo the [Malayan Peninsulay a@nd this was the last
vestige of the once™mowerful Shri-Vijayan impire which ruled
both the Philippines and Thailand,ho

The hypothesig' that 'maintand Coutheast Asia was con-
nected with island Southeest (/sia may provide the clue for
the presence of the same kind of tribe in Thailand and in
the Philippines. This trike belongs L0 an early stage of
the revolution of man, anthropologically and ethnologically.
They possess kinky hair, flat noses, thick lips and deep-set
eyes. They are almost black ant very short. This tribe is
called Semang lNegrito in Thailandhf and Aetas, in the Philip-
pines,

While theThai fway of 1ifle is lelosely®connected with
Buddhism_and that of the Filipino wi%th Christianity, both the
southern portions of' theirterritorieésare Islamic¢ in culture

and religion.

39Philippine International, Vol. V, No. 4, oOp. cit.,

p. 21
1,0

41Thailand--Past and Present (Publicity Committee, 9th
Pacific Science Congress: Bangkok, B.E. 2500), p. 21.

FA Bulletin, op. cit., Vol. 1I, No. L.
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Both peoples are inggrnationally known for their
hospitality and warm friendship. The Oriental way of 1life
is deeply rooted and withstood the impact of western in-
fluences,

The Thais are generally passive, cool-tempered, sober
and tolerant, Reverence for elders and superiors is a
beautiful tradition although, it hampers so much the search
for truth.

The Thais holgd the King as a symbol of solidarity as
the Filipinos revere fheir national flag as sacred as the
King's person in Thailand and similarly, as a symbol of
unity.

The Filipino is a ehild of the Kast and the West.
Typical Oriental influences come from the Chinese, the Hindus,
the Malays and thel/ Indonesians. Vestern culture was brought
to the islands by the Spaniards and the Americans.

The Filipinos &re gay and dively people, with a high
sense of humor, typically imerican, "'They are“fond of music
and dances ,as well 2s. the..search, for-lnowledge. ,Lducation
is the top item 1in the national budget.

The percentage of racial strains in the Filipinos blocc
are as follows: Negrito--10 percent; Indian--5 percent;
Indonesian--30 pcrcoent; Malay--40 percent; Chinese--10 per-

L2

cent; Zfurcpnean-American-- 3 percent:; and Arab-- 2 percent.
) I b] p
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The ethnic groups in Thailand include the following:
Thai--18 percent of the total population; Chinese-- 3 per-
cent; IMalay-- .67 percent; Cambodian~- ,185 percent; Viet-
namese--.25 percent; Indian and Pakistani--.6 percent;

L3

lMon-~.6 pcrcent and Westerners and’ others--.2 percent.
B. LOR&EIGN POLLCY

The formulatiom and adoption of a foreign policy is
the result of practicédl/conceptions of national interests
arising from immediate exigency or standing out vividly in
historical perspectlve. | Reconciliation of the humanitarian
ana seld-motivated policy is not . difficult but is should be
admitted that the humanitarian aspect is subordinated to
the motive of self-intecrest.

On the other hand, seclf-interest té&ies a revolution-
ized concept in the conviction thet national interests can
be best served through*joint and“co-operative action. The
principle is to find as many comion 'denominators as possible
to show coincidence, and overlapping ‘of objectives. Iiore-

over, the_ trend or orientation of policy towards promoting

hzZaide, Gregorio F., Philippine Politican and Cul-
tural History, 2 Volumes, revised edition (llanila:
McCollough Printing Company, 1957), I, p. 19.

hBBlanchard, Wendell, et. al., Thailand: Tts Peovple,
Its Society, Its Culture (New Haven: HRAF, Inc., 1958),
pp. 49-50.
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closer ties with neighboring countries reveal a similarity
of pattcrn and tendency in the case of the Philippines
and Thailand. This particular half of the chapter is devoted
to accomplish a two-fold task-~that of being able to show
similarity of objectives in foréign.policy and its shift
towards the Southeast Asian region.

It should be stated thst the decisive factor with
respect to the succest® or failure of foreign policy rests
on the methods by witich' stich objectives are executed. This
is where diplomacy a8 the application of ftect and intel-

ligence" in the management ol foreign reletions, comes in.

Postulates of Philippine Foreign Pelicy

The foreign relations of the Philippines is said to
operate along ten tonstants in foreign pelicy. These are
the following: .

1, Continuing partnership with the United States
within the. framework of sovecreign equality
anc.mutvality ,of sinterests;

2. Bifective defense against Communism, inter-
nally and externally, but without prejudice
Boy peace fuls co-existenge~withnit | undergsafe
and justifiablel reasbns;

3. Strengthening of the authority of the United
Nations;

L. Re-birth of identity with Asia within the
context of friendly harmony with the inter-
national community;

5. Self-determination of peoples and non-inter-
ference in the affairs of other states;
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6. A just and honorable peacc through dis-
armament undcr effective international
control;

7. Respect for the dignity of the human
person ancprotection of minorities;

&. International co-operétion for the utiliza-
tion of the atoms, the outcr space ana the
potentialitiesg of sciériceranc tcechnology
for peaceful “pursuits;
9. Eqguality™of _malCés uncdir a regime of
equalityeof epportunities and tolerance
for diffepence€g jof erecds; and

10. Promotionof el péw world order in which
men coulghlive in.peace and freedom under
the law,

These constantg have evolved from the chaaging circum-
stances of timec and place and are-.continually revived, mod-
ified and re-fashioned aceording ©o and within thc¢ context
of a rapidly changing international scencg Vhile these
constants have rem@ined substantially thce .Same, the ques-
tion has been a matter of emphasis and priority.

During.the,first .eight, yeans of, the, republic born in
1946, Communist expansion movement gained momentum and be-

’ I g

came widespread .~ The+Chincse maindandpsfimald y-succumbed

and became communistic; North Korea gave in also and in

the Philippines, the Hukbalahaps successfully set up a

strong politiburo. During that precarious stage, the

bhppp Review, Volume ITT, No. 4 (lianila: Philippines,
December, 1960), p. 85.
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overriding consideration was to strengthen intcrnal secu-.
rity against threats from within and without. The rise to
political prominence of Ramon Magsavsay marked the complete
suppression of the Huk movement,

During the comsecutive eight years of the return to
power of the Nacionmalistas under lMagsaysay and then under
Carlos P, Garcia, the emphasis of foreign relations was cen-
tered on two objectives+-the adjustment of relations with
the United States and fhe promotion of closer ties with Asian
neighbors. Closer and deeper ties with the Americans is
a result not only of the.sé-called Fenlightened self-interest®
but of sentimental reasons. The Americans trained the Filipi-
nos in the %art of-seXf=government' for half a century with-
in a modern and democratic framework. Their relations
flowered down the years, from theslong trek death march in
Bataan to the deflense ©f Corregidor.

Along the first major objectiwe, the gowernment accom-
plished the conclusion ofotheRomulio<Snyder Agreement (ad-
justment of postwar obligations and interests amounting to
10 million U.S. dollars), the implementation of the bi-
lateral consultation provision in the Laurel-Langley Agree-
ment on a national basis and the revision of the Military
Bases Agreement reducing the period of operation of American

bases in the Philippines from ninety-nine years to
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twenty~-{ive years. Ouccessiul negotiations on these
matters removed all irritants to Philippine-\merican rela-
tions.

Oricntation of Philippinc foreign policy towards
closer tics with Asian ncighbors was the sccond objective
stressed. President Magsaysay in hig inaugural address
said that "as a good nuighbor to the countries in Southeast
Asia, we shall particdpate in regional activities that will
promote economic andgcudtural rcélations among us."LFS

President Gargiafs adiinigtration carried on the
Magsaysay policy., "Inga spcech at the Luneta on July 4,
1960. Garcia said:

In the awarcncss oi our geographical and racial

affinity with the Asian nations, a greater

stress haswbceen laid upon forging eloscr tics.
with themoe = We holc that if Asis de/to have its
rightful place in the community of nations, it
must achieve unity of objectives and of action.

In stressing friendship with our Asian neigh-

bors, we seek to re-invigorate traditional ties

and to_solvc .common_ problems that inhere in
proiound golitical, economic, and cultural

change's. i

The contemporary cardinal prirciples of Philippine

foreign policy'are still tased upon the ‘constants  entmerated

Woofficial Gazette, Volume 50 (Manila: Philippine,
January 1954), p. 86.

46

-

DFA Review, ope Ccit., p. 20,
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notwithstanding a change of administration, although they
had been re-arranged to suit the shifting exigency of the
international scecne, these are: thewmaintcnance of closer
ties with Asian neighbors, maintenance of friendly ties with
the inited States witheoult sacrificing sovereignty, affilia-
tion with the free and dewocratic world and rejection of
communism and neutrelism, subscription to the United Nations
and its principles a@nd objectives, sSubscription to the
Pacifiic Charter and fhe principle of sclf-determination of
peoples and subscription to the objectives of the Southeast
Asia Trecaty Organization.h7

The emphagis now placed upon the relations with Asian
neighbors finds justification in the words of Foreign
Affairs Secretary Salwador P. Lopez. He said:

Our present (poldcy does net) involve [agspiveful

or indignant turning away from the mutually

beneficial relations®with theslinited States or

the West wor & \violent denial of/ anacceptance

offour common! interests with them... Butiit.does

mean acceptance of our destiny as Asians, a

willingness to pursue that destiny and the deter-

mination never to sacrifice it for the sake of

other ties with other countrics or regions of

the world. This policy is for and not against,
it is pro-4sia and not anti-West,48

h7Philippine Embassy File: Bangkok.

o
hoLopez, S. P., "Foreign Policy Transformations and
Reconsiderations,” (Ain address before the Manila Rotary
Club, August 29, 1963), p. 5.
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Guideposts of Thai Foreign Policy

The Thai national character is closely associated with
the choice of policy objectives, It is analogized to a bam-
boo tree--pliant and graceful, it ‘‘bends where the winds
blow but it does not break.'

For instance, when the Communists emerged victorious
in mainland China and.dn . dlorth Korea while Laos kept beset
with problems of Commundst infiltration in the guise of in-
ternecine struggles, Theilend had to tighten up its policy
in safeguarding its gecupity, from internal and external
threats. On the question'of the Chinese minority which posecd
as an internal threat, the government reduced the guota of
immigrants from two thousand to twe hundred per annum and
outlawed the Communist Party. When interhational tension
eased, it loosened governmental regulation on Chinese member-
ship in trade unions and on the whole adopted a policy of
assimilating the Chinese.,h9

Not a flew writers had alleged that the diplomatic
success Of 0Thailond 4% @ufributed "so™its @bilitypto play one
power against the other. This could be explained better hy

stating that it only followed realistic policies.

49Buss, Claude A., Southeast Asia and the World To-
day (New Jersey: D, Van Nostrand Co., Inc., 1958), pp. 57-58.

———k
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To be more specific, when the threats or the

attacks were too strong and risks to destroy

us were too great, we had to yield and to

satisfy the appetite of Western imperialists.

In this process this country lost many terri-

tories, butit managed to preserve our identity

and a relative freedom and independence. By

"relativeY it 1s meant that in some economic

and fiscal matters, Thailend, or Siam, then

had to follow the advice and.take into account

the interests of those westorn powers.50

The philosophicad-bases of the Thai policy have with-
stood the tests of Ldme . @nc events. These are the principles
of self-reliance and mutuel co-operation.51

Self-reliance, dcgording to Foreign Minister Thanat
Khoman, is the possession of “a clear consciousncss and full
realization of national assets.,”52 He pointed out that the
national strength of Thailand rests on the following:
(1) racial homogeneity, {(2) the wvalues of compassion and
tolerance which are deeply rooted din-the society, (3) the
monarchy--a symbol 0f solidarity, a "driving force®™ and a
rallying point in time of peace and war, and (4) a valuable

.
cultural heritage.)3 These-are 1lhtangible assets. Egual

-
)OQuoted from ansInterview of v S o fdibonial Mission

to Thailahd withithe late Premier Sarit| Thanarat, September
L, 1961, FA Bullctin, Volume 1, No. 1, February, March,
1963 (MFAT Bangiok), pp. 57-58.

51Khoman, Thanat, “The Policy of Self-Reliance and
Mutual Co-operation”, (An address before the American Asso-
ciation of Thailand, March &, 1961.)

521p1d.

T 6536901
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to these socio-cultural aspects, it may well be added that
Thailand is economically rich and geographically situated
in a political and economic strategic position. These are
tangible aspects of strength and ecually contribute to
national greatness.

There is no straight-fornward definition of foreign
policy objectives, but they can be dedueed from public
announcements made ands#spéeches delivered.

Thailand is committed, first, to the preservation
of freedom and independence and is opposed to any form of
foreign domination; in/other words, it subscribes to the
principle of self-determination of peoples; second, to the
principles and purposes oif the JUnited Nations Charter; third,
to the maintenance of its securily and that of the region;
and fourth, to thevpolitical advancement of its people as
well as that of the region.

While relyingfon. its natienmal strength, Thailand sees
the benefits derived in mutual ce~-operation. ¢ Khoman said:

Realizing that our country camnot in isolation en-

joy the benefits of peace jand’ order while ‘those

around us'beCome ‘thetscenes oi' strifle and 'dis-
turbances, the Thai government and nation sought

to co-operate actively with our neighbors with-

out exception to enhance and promote the well

being of our respective peoples through our joint,

free and voluntary efforts to ensure for them a
future of peace and progress.

531pid.



-37-

Our efforts are no doubt modest and regional
in character; they are at the same time
historic in our part of the world, for too
long has been divided and kept apart from one
another by alien rulers. But we firmly be-
lieve that the concept of Asian solidarity
will gain momentum and will be beneficial to
each and every components as well as to the
world at large.ok

He said further:

We must......a¥e2lize that it was perhaps a
mistake to castwour glance too far away; the
immediate nedighb®ns /should receive greater
attention andgbesmore closely cultivated,

Even though they share our weakness and our
want, there i§ a’heartening feeling that their
fate and ours are unmistakably linked to-
gether.55

Similarity of Objectives

An analysis of the above mentioned details reveals
similarity in at least three major objectives-~in substance
and emphasis. First, both countries are committed and sub-
scribe to the principles of the UN Charter; second, direc-
tion and emphasis in promoting closer ties with neighbors
to the end offachieving ‘the best-possible ‘seclrity and the
political and economic advancement of the peoples of the
region; ‘and thikdy dalltance and 'partnership with the United
States. In connection with the latter, the relations of

Thailand with American had been cultivated recently,

54Foreign Affairs Bulletin, Volume I, No. 2 (MF/l:
Bangkok, October-November, 19061), pp. 17-19.

551pid.
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comparatively spealking. This was the consequence of the
realization of the United States of the vital role Thailand
plays in checking the downward movement of communism in

mainland Southeast Asia,

AULINENTNEINS
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