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ABSTRACT

The main purpose éf this study was to investigate the
roles of two types of reinforcement in developing continuing
motivation in learning activities of underachievers: Type I
using reinforcement and home-report, consisted of (a) positive
feedback, praise and increasing prize reinforcers; (b) variable
ratio, with stretchingsthe ratio of responses, schedule of
reinforcement; (¢) cooperative group reinforcement contingency;
and (d) home-report to elicit parentstipraise andiapproval.
Type II using reinforcenent only, consisted.of (a), (p) and (c)
from Type I. The dependent variable was continuing motivation
in learning activities defined by three criterion variables: (1)

selection of the activity at any free-time; (2) desire to perform

s

the activity in the future; and (3) attention given to the activity

during a free-time period.



The subjects were 54 underachievers from Pratom Suksa VI
of a municipal school in Changwat Udornthani. Three equal groups
were formed by stratified ranfiom sampling by sex shdlabllity. The
groups, then, were assigned randomly to one of two types of
reinforcement and a no-reinforcement (control group) conditions,.

It was hypothesized that continuing motivation as measured by selec-
tion of the activity at-&ny free-time, desire to perform the activity
in the future, and attention given to the activity during & free-
time period, of underachievers who recieved Type I reinforcement

would be higher than those who recieved Type II reinforcement and

those who were.in the control group, respectively.

The presults showet that (1) The underachievers who recieved
Type II reinforcement were significantly higher in selectioq of
activity at any free-time than those who recieved Type 1 reinforce=
ment, however, the underachievers who recieved Type II reinforcement
was not conclusively higher in this measure than those who were 1n
the control dreups | This,point depends,en the.statistical procedure
used, Additdionally the underachievers who recieved Type I
reinforeenent were not fourd)to) bedifferent from those who were
in the ¢ontrol group, (2) The desire to perform the activity in
the future and attention given to the activity during a free~time
period of the three groups of underachievers were not significantly
different, (3) There was significant correlation between the

selection of the activity at any free-time and the attention



given to the activity during a free-time period, but the correlations
between the desire to perform the activity in the future and the

selection of the activity a ree~time or the attention given

to the activity at a fre me per d were not statistically
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