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## 5280117522: MAJOR LINGUISTIC
KEYWORDS: COMMUNITY CLOSENESS/ SOUTHERN THAI DIALECT

JUTAPORN POONPERM:COMMUNITY CLOSNESS AND THE PRONUNCIATION OF (h) IN

THE SOUTHERN THAI DIALECT OF DISPLACED SOUTHERN PEOPLE IN BANG BUA

THONG VILLAGE TAMBON BANG RAK PHATTHANA AMPHOE BANG BUA THONG

NONTABURI ADVISOR: PROF. EMERITUS AMARA PRASITHRATHSINT, Ph.D., 97 pp.

The nasalized voiceless pharyngeal fricative [h], which corresponds to [)] in Standard Thai, is
a distinctive marker of Southern Thai dialect. The previous study of the social variation of this sound by
Paleerat Sapproong (1993) showed that this sound was disappearing from Songkhla Southern Thai
dialect. It is interesting to find out whether Southern Thai people who move to other parts of Thailand
would maintain the pronunciation of [h], especially when they live in a closely-knit community with high
degree of solidarity. Therefore, this study aims to investigate the relationship between the pronunciation of
(h) and community closeness, age, and sex of displaced southern people in Bang Bua Thong village,
Tambon Bang Rak Phatthana, Amphoe Bang Bua Thong, Nontaburi Province, Thailand.

The data of (h) pronunciation was collected by recording conversations of sixty displaced
southern Thai speakers in a community in Nontaburi. The degree of community closeness was acquired
by asking ten questions to test how close each speaker was to their community.

The result of the analysis shows that in general the vernacular [h] was used more frequently
than the standard [1)], that the older the speaker is, the more use of [h] and that women use [h] more
than men. Regarding the community closeness, the study also shows that the older the speaker, the more
community closeness and that women are closer to the community than men.

Considering the relationship between the linguistic variable and all the social variables, it can be
concluded that since the female speaker and the older age groups are closer to the community than
men and the younger groups, the female and older speakers consequently use the vernacular [h] more
frequently than the male and younger groups. This study shows that community closeness is an
important factor that determines the form of the language used in a community. From the findings of
this study, it can be inferred that the vernacular sound marking the identity of Southern Thai dialect

would not be lost in this displaced community due to community closeness or solidarity among the

members.
Department :Linguistics ... Student’'s SiIgnature. ... ...
Field of Study: Linguistics. ... AAVISOr'S SIgNature........ovieiii
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