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Abstract

'The three main objectives of this thesié are : 1) to
conduct a survey on the interest to read ; the réading pattern as
regards the frequency,of and the time consumed in reading, the
quantity and the nature of subjects read ; the purpose of reading
and the motivation to-read library science journals, both in Thai
and in English, .among university librarians .in.Bangkok Metropolis ;
ii) to study the need of university librarians as far as the
variety'of subjeets=insthe Journalis jare concerneds somas+to; establish
guidelines (for library science journals which would correspond
more or less to the reai-need ; and iii) to study problems which
hinder.the reading of such journals, to propose recommendations
for the journals' editors, as well as to promote the reading of

such journals among university librarians.

This thesis is based on four hypotheses :



1. The majority of librarians dc not spend much of their

time reading library science journals.

2. The majority of librarians who do read library science

journals prefér those in Thai to the ones in English.

3. University librarians with degrees higher than
Bachelor's have no different interest in fhe subject matter of their

reading when compared to these graduated with a Bachelor's degree.

4. Technical serviee lkibrarians mainly have different
interest in the subject matter/of their reading than that of reader .

service librarians.

The survey research method used in this-study involved the.
distribution of guestionnaires as data collécting tool. Questionhaire
respondenté consisted of 161 Tibrarians £fom mine university-central
libraries (those on'study leave were not included). One hundred
and»fortyisix questionnaires, or 90 7% of those distribu#ed, were

returned.

Collected cata, were énaleed_through the employment of
statistics, frequency; percentage, arithmetiC mean, standard
deviationgsand T-test while using the ;SPSS-Statistdical, Package for

the Social (Sciences.

The findings of-this study can be summarized that 1) In
the past year, the number of librarians who never read library
science journals was very small. The majority gave little of
their time to the reading of such Jjournals, i.e. at the frequency

rate of once in every two to three months to once a month. This



finding thus substantiates_hypothesis (1) above. The study also
" indicates that in proportion to the numerous jcurnals available
the_quantity.of reading among‘librarians is minimal.. Most
librarians prefer Thai journals to the English ones, which
confirms hypothesis (2) above. The most popular Thai library
science journal is the T.L.A. Bulletin of the Thai Library
Association, whereas College & Reséarch Libréries |
proves to be the most popular among English library science ﬁournals.
As regards subject mattersof the journalsvread, it was found that
_the majority of librarians chose/ subject matters which they found
to be interesting or rellatgd j£o their everyday work, libfary and
other professional néws having toydoawith librgrians and their
career;-besides reading titles" which appéar on content pages. The
most significant purpose of readiﬁg such journals was to expand

on their profesSional knowledge of library science and other
related fields. Librarians felt inspiredbto do such reading out
of recognition for thie. importance of reading journals of their own
profession. 2) There is not much difference between what
university librarians (with|Bachelor/'s“degreés and .what others with
higher degrees read. This again concurs to a great extent with
hypothesis | (3) above., However, it| was:found that techndical| service
librarians generally do not have different interest in the subject
matter of their reading than that of reader service librarians,
which is contradictory to hypothesis (4) above. 3) The most
encountered problems hindering reading amoné librarians are their
enormous work load and other professional responsibilities. The

majority of respondents gave suggestions on how to promote the



&

réading Qf library science journals on a wider basis. They
.wanted tovéee beﬁter organization of discuésion—panel meetings

or conferences wherein advice on professional literature is
‘proVided, Such organization shoula rely on cooperatién between
the libraries and those institutions with Library Science
Department. It was also found that most librarians are all one
in recommendinq an improvement éf the llbrary science journal .
content. What is published should be interesting, up - to - date

and beneficial to those professionals involved.

The'merit of this stuay lies! in the fact that; not ohly
is one abie to establish the natu;e of dnterest and need to read
library.science journals among most university librarians, but
its findings also serve as guidelines for the future preparation
publication of Thailand's lib¥ary science jourhals. Besides,
fhe study has come up with suggestions which eould.be used in
initiating successful promotion of.professional jéurnal reading

among librarians.
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