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Thesis Title The Roles of the Western Powers in the Thai
‘Railways Construction during the Reigns of King

Rama V and King Rama VI

Name Miss Somjai Phirotthirarach

Department of History

Academic Year 1974

ABSTRACT

This thesis aims at studying the beginning and the end of
the roles of the Western powers in the railways construction in
Thailand. It attempts to investigate the factors which caused the
Thai railways in the reigns éf King Rama V and King Rama VI to fall
under the Western influence. The data presente& reveal the state
of the railways theny the political situation which brought about
among the imperialist countries the craving for power and profits,
the Western methods of hindering the' Thais from managing their
railways independently, various.problems arising from the influence
ofvthe Western powers,-and finally the policy and procedure of the
.Thai government,in gliminating the Westérn influence in_the later
period of the reign of King Rama VIj thenéeforth the  railways sys-
tem has béen managed by the Thais.

This thesis is organized into 8 chapters excluding the intro-
duction and the conclusion.

The introduction states the causes and the significance of

the problem, the purpose of the study, the reference documents and



'l

the data used in the study, rgsearch problemsy, the scope and pro-
cedure of the thesis, ideés arising from research experience aﬁd
some suggestions of the writer.

Chapter I deals about the development of the communication
system before the railways construction and various events which
induced the government tc decide ebout the construction of the
railwayse | .

. Chapter II reveals the decision in constructing Bangkok «
Nak;rn Rajsima Line, analysis of thé beginning of the German in-
fluence in the Thai }ailways, and the comparative study of the

English and the Germen seeking pewer in the Thai railways construc-

. tione

Chapter III mentions the constructioh of Bangkok ~ Nakorn
Rajsima Line and fhe'dispute between the Royél Railway Department
9f Thailand and the English.contractor. It indicates the influence
éf the imperialist gountries on the inferior oncse Chapter IV
‘describes the efforts of the Englishfgapitalists in demanding .-

a coneession to construct a Northern Line, including the decision

'3‘ cf the Thal government to construct Bangkok « Chiengmai Line and

.the role of the Germans in this.constructione Chapter V is con-
cerned with the French project of constructing a railWay across
thé Thai territory which affected the diplomatic negotiations
between Thailand and France caused by the 1893 crisise Chapter VI
is divided into 2 partse The first deséribes the problems before
the construction of Bangkok = Petchburi Line and the engagemént in

vigorous rivairy between the Great Powers to bid for te construction



materials. ‘The second part demonstrates the English policy in
maintaining the influence in the Mala& Peninsula, the decision of
the Thai Government in constructing a Southern line, the methods
that the English Government employed to hinder the Germans from
participating in this undertaking ,and the loan of money from the
Federated Malay Sfates. Chapter VII and VIII mention the railways
construction in the reign of King Rama VI the First World War and
its effects upon the Thail railways, the management tq reform the
working system of the Royal Railway Department, the railways con-
struction after H.R.H. Prince Purachatra assumed the post of the
Commissioner - General and finally the success of the Thai govern-
ment in eliminating the Western influence in the later period of
the reign of King Rama VI,

At the end of the thesis is & summary of the causes and
effects of the railways construction in the reigns of King Rama V
and VI, the comparison of the influence of each German Director -
General of the Royal Railway Department, the points of interest
of'the Western powérs in the Thai railways system and the analysis
of the effects caused by the participation-of these powers in the

construction of. the.Thai railways.
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