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ABSTRACT
Purposes

The purpose of this research was to study the problem-
solving abilities in mathematics of Prathom Stksa three students
by comparing their different selected factors in sex, age,
mathematical interest, attendance records, including parents'
occupation, educational background, family income, family size,

and the mass media.

Procedures

The samples consisted of 388 Prathom Suksa three students,
thé academic year 1982 in Bangkoic Metropolis includihg their parents.
The tools employed were the mathematical problem solving.ability
test and the questionnaire dealing with student's data and sécio-
economic status of their families. These had been approved by 8
expérts. After trying out the first test, it had the level of
dlfficulty in the range between .20~.77, the power of discrimination
between ,21~.61 and the reliebility 0.845. The data were analyzed

by the SPSS computer program.



Findings

1. The Prathom Suksa three students with different
féctors in.age, mathematical interest, attendance records, parents'
occnpation,edﬁcational background and the mass media available had
different ability in solving mathematical problem significantly at

the .05 level as the following details:

- Students in the 9-10 yeais-age group had higher
ability than those in the /-8 years age group.

- Students with ' more mathematical interest had highex
ability than those with/medium and 1owf

- Students with geod attendance records had higher
ability than those with poor attendance recoxds.

- Students whose parents! holding bachelor's degree
or equivalence had higher ability than those whose parents
educated at and lower than Prathom Suksa four.

- Students with more mass media available had higher

ability than those with less mass media available family.

2. studefits(with Aifferent. factors)in sexs; family income

and size had different ability in solving mathematical problem

insignificantly at the .05 Ievell
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