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ABSTRACT

The aim of thig thegis is to analyse the social concepts
_in the Thai novels-in tﬁe'reigh’of King Pféja&ﬁiégk;. Tﬁe research
is carried out throughra detailed study of social concepts and
writing techniques as follows :

Pirstly, a study of the sccial conditions and the role of

the Thai novels in the reign of King Prajadhipok is carried out
covering both social and literafy movements from:the beginning of
the Ratanakosindr Period up to the reign of King Prajadhipok.
It is found thaf bothoforms) and | contents of) the literary works
changed in accor@ance with social changes. A number of novels,
which had/Treeéntly appeared and bLelcode popular, possasged
characteridtics corresponding with the progress of thoughts and
education of the middle-class and the new high class people of
the time.

The second step is an analysis of the social concepts

expressed in the novels. FPive concepts are found, namely,



concepts tow;rds ways of life, beliefs and values iz the aristo-
cratic society; concepts reflecting the growth of the.middle-
class; opinions about social conditions and social changes;
concepts towards education and custom; and concepts about women.
These concepts are found largely in the form of social criticism.
The last step is the analysis of novelistic methods useﬁ
in expressing those social congepts. It is found that the concepts
are expressed at three devels of social awareness, namely, expression
of social awareness, @expression of social criticism and presentation
of constructive thinking..It is found that the method used in
expressing-social-criticismfis,;hp_mpqtiqpmp}%qgﬁed and is most
effective in developing technigues of novel writinge -
From this researchq it is/found that, in the reign of
King Prajadhipok, literary works in the form of novel developed
poth in form and eontent in accordance withsthe social movement
of the time. The.pesearch also shows that the need of effective
meang ﬁo express social concepts resulted in the use of some
techniques, which in turn promoted’ the techniques of the Thai

novel writing. at “its initiative periods
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