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Thesis Title The Construction of English Aural
Comprehension Proficiency Tests for

Beginners

Name : Miss Sinn Pahksuwan

Department of Secondary Education

Academic Year 1976

ABSTRACT
Purpose

The purpose of this study was to construct effective
English aural comprehension proficiency tests for begimmers.
The tests were based on individualized language materials,.

The Jacaranda Individualized Language Arts Program (JILAP),

Stage I and IT, and The Oxford English Course for Thailand,.

Book IL and I,
Procedure§

Three English aural comprehension tests were cone—
strucfed. Each test‘consisted of two parallel forms of
fifteenn items each, These tests were pretested with 469
studehﬁs ofAﬁwo levels, Pratom 6 and 7 Wat Tat Thong School
stu@enfé and Protom 4 and 5 Kasetsart Demonstration School
students who had studied Bnglish for 2 and 3 years, Ali
tests were administered via ﬁape recording, Item analyses

were performed and indices of item difficulty and item



discrimination were derived, Means, standard deviations,
.standard errors of means, reliabilities;.and standard errors
"of measurement were calculaéed for each test, Pearson
prodqct-~ mdment correlafions were calculated to determine
the equivalence of the parallel forms, Z ratios were calcu=
lated to determine the differéncgs between the means of ﬁﬁe
two forms, A

Goéd items,Were:seieoted fron each pair-bf pretests
on the basis of item difficulty,(p #aiue betweén 20 -~ ,80)
and di.scz#imination(rbis greater than «20), and combined
into a single form; The resultant'English Aural Comprehenh
sion tests were post-teéted with fhe population'of 1,186
students in'rura;_schoois in Khon Kaen.Provindé, using the
fecording Edministration procedure, The results were
computed by using program ITANAL on an IBML350/1h$ computér
'at the Asian Institute of Technology. Statistics oomputed
included indices of item difficulty and item discrimination,
meané, standard deviations, standard errors of means, relia-—

bilities, and standard errors of measurement,
Results

Three effective English aural comprehension'tests for
beginners.were produced, Each was composed of‘l5 itemsy
The majesr findings from the post-fest were that the average
of item difficulty was in acceptable standard (§'= .AGB)L
the discrimination power was high (;bis = +410), the relia-
bilities of the tests were satisfactory (rtt m ,55~,58),

and the tests had content validity’
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