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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to collect and disseminate the
didactic literature (Klon Pleng Yao) during the period of
King Rama III both in the form of original manuscripts and
published copies. The thesis discusses the styles, contenty

beliefs and attitudes in the didactic literature.

The study reveals that the didactic literatufe during
.the period of King Rama III is most likely written in Klon
Pleng Yao. Most éf these (Klon Pleng Yao) poems are written
in the conventional fashion. By the application of a very
interesting writing techniques, these works; which seem
to contain merely thoughts, became more readable,
undefstandable and applicable. These writing techniques
include how to start the stories. The poets would start
the stories nct only with didactic contents but also with
the introduéfion into the historical background of each
‘story, as well as the poet personal feeling, unabling

readers to understand the story background. The story



development is made by mean of didactic, nerratire and
letter form. These various methéds keep the stories

from being tiring and the readers will get both pleasure
and thought at the same time. The use of letter form is
a new style in conveying didactic idéa, it may serve as

a precedent for later wofks° In addition, the poets also
use other didactic methods to make their works more
readable, understandable and believable. Apart from the
direct approach, the poets refer to the old-day teachings
as well as resort to the comparative method and arvilation
of the consequence of such deeds. After the didactic
content has been explained, the writers emphasized the
didactic thought in the end in order to underline the
significant of the story. These rhetoric characteristics

are of great value to literary writing.

Farthermore, the contents of these didactic
works duringvthe period of King Rama III reflect the
value regarding ethics, morality and society. In relation
to ethics, they teach people to behave properly according
to the Buddhist doctrin. Regarding the moral values,
they serve as a reflection of a gocod model which people
should follow. Regarding social values, they enable
readers to understand the social condition during that
period. Readers will be aware of the social class
distinction. The content will assist people in realizing

their own duties and behaving properly. They help



contribute to social discipline. Furthermore, they
reflect social conscience. However, these didactic
thoughts are not new, they reveal the continue of

thinking, ancestor obedience and faith in Buddhism.

Moreover, these Klon Pleng Yao poems during the
reign of King Rama III reflect the beliefs and values of
people in society; such as, belief in Kama, reincarnation,
hell and heaven, and value in monarche respect, respect
for ancestor, proper behavior for women, admiration of
scholars, nobles and good-deeds, and faith in Buddhism.
These beliefs and vealues relect tﬁe fact that society
during the period of King Rama IIi is a Buddhist societys
It is a society in which those who are exquisite in
various ways are accebted and admired, it is a disciplined
society based on Buddhist teachings and those of ancestor;
These didactic literature of this period have a great
value both in literary stYle and content, and they are

worth disseminating.

The other suggestion for this study is a more

research in the contemporary didactic literature.
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