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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this dissertation is to study and analyse

types and motifs of 61 fales in Pannasa Jataka, National Library

edition, compared to The Types of the Folktale and Motif Index of

Polk Literature which are indexes that collected and categorized

fypes and motifs of various kinds of folktales from important areas

around the world. The hypothesis in studying Pannasa Jataka is

that these tales are indigenecus folktales adapted into Jataka form.

To analyse types, all tales are classified into kinds and

considered accofdingly, each of which is compared) to The Types of

the Folktale. The analysis shows that there are 3 groups of tales

in Pannasa Jataka.' First, tales whose types are similar to those

in the index which are mostly romantic tales, fables, jokes, and
riddle tales. Secoﬁd, tales whose tybes are dissimilar to those
in the index which are mostly religious tales. The third group
is a mixed one. Some parts of these tales are similar to those
in the index, but some with religiocus motifs, do not. Tales in

the first group with their index tale types are assumed to be



R

folktales adapted to Jataka by adding the story of Bodhisattva.
On the other hand, tales whose types are unlike those in the
index cannot be considered folktales. They are tales written

for the purpose of religious teaching or folktales with individual

patterns from certain areas.

In analysing motifs, roles &nd behavicurs of the characters,

_ including their marvels, in each kind of tales are considered in

. comparison to motifs Iin Motif-Index of Folk Literature. Motif
analysis shows certain values and traditions of people to whome

the teles belongf' Ik reveals_the.desire foe eae§ suceess, the
'.desire to controi nature,'a close relation between man‘andrgod,

the belief.that heaﬁen‘is e.place of beauty and happiness, the
beiief in god's power in controlling human life,'certain_traditions
sﬁch as fﬁe practice of asceticiem in the forest, the building of
fcharity house, the selection of king by royal vehicle, the respect
of brahman, and the belief in astrology.A Those values are instlncts
and desires of man in general while the'traditions specifically to
the ancient Indian seciety. The (latter cﬁarecteristic shews that,r

- as Pannasa Jataka originated from Pali and Sanskrit'seriptures,

its "author did not change much of the., tales,

It is advised that Thai folktales should be further
coliected .and categorize& and that types'as well as motifs'should
-'be indexed for comparison between Thal folktales or between Thai

folktales and those from other areas. The study of the origin of

particular religious tales differing from The Types of the Folktales

is suggested as well.
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