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# # 5081503024 : MAJOR POLITICAL SCIENCE
KEYWORDS : PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY / COMMUNITY RIGHTS /
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

CHAYATAD DEEMA : PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY AND
THE STRUGGLES FOR COMMUNITY RIGHTS. ADVISOR :
NARUEMON THABCHUMPON, Ph.D., 320 pp.

This research comparatively examines how local communities in Thailand are
struggling for community rights based on democratic concepts and participatory
mechanisms. The research applies qualitative methods with in-depth interviews,
documentary, participatory and non-participatory observations. The results show that
Na-In community engages in self-determination by connecting with institutional
mechanisms, such as, representative politics, governmental and constitutional
mechanisms. On the other hand, Hauy-Hin-Lad-Nai community is struggling directly
through self-reliance by building its unique identity, creating civil society and

community networks, and living sustainably with the natural environment.

This research also shows that participatory democracy is a significant
mechanism which can affect how the government or community itself gains access
to resources. The combination of institutional and direct participatory mechanisms
used in the struggles for community rights can also be connected to the basic
contested political concepts of mainstream liberal democracy and alternative
participatory democracy. This would expand political arena, enable communities to
manage themselves efficiently and might lead to new balance of power relations

between the government and local communities.
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