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Chapter V
Between Compassion and Realpolitik

During the period of s and the 1990s even though

@sence of the New Mon

i s%form of a refugee-

Thailand has never officially

State Party and its annedp N4

warrior community; it doe

attempt some kinds of i

State Party and its armed fq

Mon State. The Thai GeVerfiment o ", eraciously extend the period
of Mon presence on Thai § as 1. . ,. .I tarian compassion.
Apart from these humanitarian S , part of the rationale
behind this scenario is torial fact and
a widely held percep ' ns are , albeit
historical stereotypmg ; i pﬂucal spies.
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The ldte 1980s were marked by a shift in anmar,s

poiical <piAc] G F 36 O3 W 'Juﬂhil world

economy, her efforts to promote trade with capital-rich countries , a

softer stance on human rights such as Singapore and Indonesia, her
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desire to become part of ASEAN, and, rather contrarity , her military
cooperation with mainland China in stockpiling modern arms to suppress
her ethnic minorities. Before this time, Thailand’s attitude towards

Myanmar’s refugees , displaced persons and exiles was understood to

espouse elements of non-confron Rangoon. The term “non-
confrontation is used to emp 1dance of unnecessary
border conflict with-Rang 7 a state of balance of
power through formin : countervailing
coalitions with ethnic included.  The

countries as well as

[Tom Myamnar into

I il
80s , Thailand attempfedl promote the safeguards of national territorial
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This was achieved " by seeking military support_fi from Wes auons .
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security matters In this long period of Cold War , Sangklaburi in

Thailand’s rural district was increasingly recognized as a particularly
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sensitive area which was further destabilized when the New Mon State
Party established its military base as the largest Mon community within
and unclear border area between Thailand and Myanmar. This Mon
diaspora outside Myanmar came to represent one of Thailand’s most
politically sensitive border pomts W sence on Thai soil has

provoked several border conﬂK

At this stag willingness to scale down the

magnitude of the Mon N | fies on Thai soil by
Ny

reducing , through repatu ;}Ii'ligrants, some of

whom work underground

questioned among Rangoo : — ,. st ing the extent of the
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Mon Nationalist’s activities was"‘:&@ly conside
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needy and its tr an$!border humanitarian compaglon towards fugees
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humamtanan aid and asylum to those Mons who usually identify

themselves as bona-fide refugees fleeing ongoing violence in their
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homeland. ~ Others feel that Thailand’s efforts in providing asylum to
the Mons have so far been insufficient. Thailand’s inaction on this issue
is argued to have been influenced by the general traditional of Realist

analysis among high-ranking Thai officers which suggests the more is to
be gained than lost from allowin es of Mon refugees or in
extending the period of stay @ have lived on Thai

soil for a long period. /

That atti
State Party before the
rather than detrimental, For example ,

Thailand could use them : of border security,

ﬁral grounds. As

| willingness to

observed, Rangoon S

Thal Govemments on the basis of mutuaI.
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Myanmar s initiatibn of a unversally acceptabl democratic goyernance
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unbiased parhamentary elections still remains remote. Some Thai

cooperate closely with
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officers are strongly convinced that Myanmar’s political future essentially

unpredictable as long as it is still in the hands of the military junta.

These conditions merged to induce Thai policy-makers to

‘r 70s and 80s. For
th Rangoon whilst

"c w'ups was widely
approach to.. managing any

However, the

favour the so-called Dual Tracks

Thailand, keeping dual
surreptitiously  aiding Myanmars-

calculated as the m

unpredictable political
ethinc Mon Nationalist X, e 70s was not free
of constraints from Thai ven visit to Mon
refugee camps in border on blood was rarely

o camps along the border

] i

7% -— £

I

The situation reached its most serious juncture in the year

1988 when the %Ql%‘j{%ﬁf}ﬁ%ﬂ a massive

exodus of Mon refugees into Thailand. Logal leaders fram several

Thaiand’s sl Mo bmanbie u;l:llml b kdidnabu

and Pathumtam Provinces which still maintained sentimental ties with

allowed. The living condmons:ﬂie
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ware not as atrocious asithey are today.

the Mon glorious past, started raising funds to aid Mon refugees. Many
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Mon villagers in Ratchaburi Province , where a state of strong euphoric
ethnic nationalism had pervasively prevailed , rushed to the border.
Some who gravitated towards ethnic revival even tried to mount a

political campaign in support of the New Mon State Party’s call for

international protection and o
tide of ethnic polmcal

worsening of the relad CXSiSte ;
\\

hucal moves. This rising
t have contributed to a
ween Thailand and
Rangoon at the time;*Wz: tighter control of all

the Thai State mechanmsmis g Q

The incideqf of clash oves -.x\.,-—. Hill 451 between
_ iiterpart| in December 1992 has
prompted the Thai army to _--» ploy; ifs armed forces and heavy artillery to

defend the strate' = o)
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