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Chapter IV

Myanmé\r,s Mons

Myanmar’s Mons who ,’ majned on Thai soil on a

-_ two broad groups :

Mon refugees or dlsplacw, : Want workers both

economic expansion ﬂ{rﬂlghout ﬂ"‘e ﬁst
demand for cheap

ess prosperous

neigbouring countries : yanmar Cambodla, Indﬂ Pakistan and'
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ethnic minority ps whose home‘land shares a common
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of Thailand are significant in political, social and economic terms.
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With respect to their contribution to Thailand’s economic
development, Mon seasonal workers traditionally helped harvest the crop
in large plantations in many provinces of western Thailand. Rampant

poverty in the Mon State and the attraction of the far stronger Thai

currency have been major factors \in ing work in Thailand very
attractive. Continued dem: @ yanmar has led to the

lg;ilsonal workers in

establishment of a temmet!’sys
Ranong Prachuab and i il the begining of

unrest and social

insecurity has led thous a3 \%ders , they have
subsequently overstayed 9 ﬁ

Today Mon male ngis?rs a source of manual labor
for industry , agricultuge and coﬁ; Provinces across

’ S— i
recruited into domestic . Many of these femalé“l workers are found
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restaurants in Kahc ichanaburi and Batchablm vinces. 1th an

incrasing Reiffl 1GPF oLt Z}QM m&m have

been lmported for work on trawlers at Mahachai in Samut Sakhon

province and along the
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coast line in Ranong province. These Mon workers usually take jobs
which Thai workers have left or are unwilling to take , most of these
Mon laborers are found to enjoy none of the rights or protection
afforded under local labour law. Bangkok Post (13 Febuary 1996)

As regards Mo n Thai society , it is

generally acknowledged p | d fast to Buddhist
1 n, Buddhism has
1al strata. Some

¥ %
- g \“\
Buddhist elements howe sincarnation , have been selectively

integrated into part of the. i " Ma mples in western
Thailand are found to be L G- exile who fled the
dangers of pervasive polical sﬁp%ss "» . These Thai-Mon
temples also function ?,?P center f& c : uv Spiritual matters

Each year these Thai- temples re donations both

H
from Thai people and Mon economic unnugrang Furthermore ,

some of these tenﬁﬂdﬁ @d’ﬂ W@WW Mon State

Party as informatioh centers , meeting venues or publishing houses for

poliical profiaganda, 5|0l redenly inbgher Iabstib”haveedh taken

9
by Thai authorities to restrict the spread of printed materials freighted

with nationalistic overtone, as a result, political propaganda from many of
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these Mon centers almost ceased to operate. Communication networks
between Thai individuals of Mon blood and Myanmar’s Mon nationalists
dramatically decreased in intensity after the collapse in 1994, of was the
biggest military base and the supposed headquarters of the New Mon

2
It can be salw' cce siv% of Mon economic
migrants into Thailand M sfiviate rampant poverty

and underdevelopment i t and b their ‘presence is behind

State Party.

Thailand’s labor market
two decades . Their pre ‘was fiot ‘polificizéd until the year 1988

Myanmar following

a military support to th€se Mon refugees , most Q whom Rangoon
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UNHCR representi% agency was called to assist the Thai Gov ernment in
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border. Even so, Thailand has been accused of enforcing a policy that

does not allow international assistance to reach the Mon living along the
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border.  With difficulties in distinguishing Mon political activists from
civilians, further complicated by a lack of understanding of international
instruments Thailand’s treatment of needdy Mon refugees and Mon hard

liners has been more or less the same and thus has been severely
criticized by the West as not makmisr
of the two groups. (Comtt@ '
Monland Newsletter Nw x

istinction between the natures

Prior to the
security paranoia , a
countries , would be re
by problems associa

movement , mostly from
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o aseds *
reflected in the warning state‘lnent— i}
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spokeman Supat Thamﬂxet that ,

foreigner workers in »
h il
the Kingdom’s security.” Most are Burmese and miany have been sent
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work as assistants%or maids in the ‘houses of gominent pub&i} figures,

where theolry o eighe] nforpratgn)dr ical ‘i | Edres 5| Thére e
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several cases where police and military officers were found to be

involved. One case involved police officers who smuggled 3,000 to
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4,000 Burmese into the counlry”. Scenarios involving hundreds of Mon
illegal economic migrants , as far away as even the provinces of eastern

Thailand bordering Cambodia , are becoming common. Supat said

problems along the border involve repeated violations of Thai sovereignty

and smuggling of contraband dru apons. Political unrest and
ethnic insurgency in Burma m arms purchases by

the military government irl RARZO0N dhe Iﬂ%&amh 1996))

ns; according to
: c;ﬁty Council ,there
were approximately 10,0 Thailand in 1995

(see Table 1). These fig do not include those

at Thailand has
j' . "
a stringent asylum policy and on several occasions l{'éis been accused of
[
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Thailand has nevéf advocated an ddea of in aung ahe into her

society . fn| sy kbl Notdupdiy ’}M&ﬂ@& and

its apphcauon to the Mons in question is presently avoided in Thailand

on several grounds. First, the Thai government fears future adverse
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political consequences that might ensue as a result of its application of
refugee status to the Mon since many among them are found to be
politically active or to harbour a strong sense of ethnic Mon nationalism.
Second , the prolonged existence of these Mons as refugees with rights

on Thai soil will lead to a future in economic burden that the

Thai Government has a]read)\
from Myanmar.

Refugee- ary, Tol¢ putative refugees

as one facet of our ¢ ethnic nationalist
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place these Mons Within the web of‘.immigration legislation a@ thereby

the pms@lmaﬂarammw i Thigland as

solution is thus ruled out on the assumption that all Myanmar s Mons
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illegally entering and residing in Thailand will be repatritated to their

homeland immediately after peace is restored.

Thailand is a country which is not a party to the 1951
Convention Relating to the Status gWees and holds a conviction

that influxes of Burmese re ups to nelghbounng

—
countries, especially and w and which shares a
long common border withVIV; (pose ‘A “threats not only to the
national security of ity and stability of the
entire region. So far "‘&hltemporary asylum
to these Mon refugee claimafitsfin_ ‘the non-refoulement
principle; a central con Convention which
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back all those ﬂeemOJ) her borders

persecution of all type™

available.( Commi
) | 2
Struggle in Monland wsletter NO1 V 12)
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asylum might pro thote further inflows of re ees , Or o related

cutegories i kb dlhgd ’45%%1 Social @c&lw and

political stabxhty The term displaced persons has been applied to the

Mon case as a solution throughout the 80s and upto the present time.
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Among other state mechanisms , the National Security Council of
Thailand has traditionally been responsible for the administration of
policies related to all aspects of national security , displaced persons and
refugees included. The Royal Thai Army is entrusted with monitoring

the situasion amongst Burmese refug

border. Internalization of Mon

area was adopted as a prac 7 wn displaced person
might be prevented from as c: " om abroad.

Mr.Yuan

has asserted that it is liey that ¢ ow international

Party and the SLORC:A this shoul mpact on Mons in

I
Thailand. (Bangkok Post ;33 Febuary 1996))
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