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Chapter 1T

The existence of trans-border ethnic

Mon nationalism at Sangkhaburi and its impacts

The massive Thflux ‘ w displaced by the

ongoing war in My

Sangkhaburi District |,
emergence and develo community on
intellectuals in

1988 and scenarios of tho f ’ iellectuals being tortured and

EEE - T
massacred by the Government fbrcesr ai eir flight from the crack
oAt | o\ Y
down and political persecution in il iderable public

subsequently led

to a rising ude of ethnic conscxousness among some
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traditions inherited from the past.
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cultura]ly-bound collectivity whose ancestors migrated into the area

leadlng groups of

which constitutes Thailand’s present political territory over a long period
extending from the sixteenth century until the early part of this century.
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The rising tide of ethnic Mon consciousness, especially in the 5 year
period since the tragic exodus of 1988, is reflected in the growing
numbers of Mon cultural and political activities, Mon Youth associations
and Mon nationalist media for political propaganda. Their increased
efforts towards revitalization of pal elements on the verge of

sinking into oblivion dmldst of globalization should

ocml reactions to the

/ clim ,\Wt as both regional
4 e tion:

not be regarded merely

trans-frontier, political :
and global trends in w movements have
h{lc‘il institutions and
values inherited from %\ewtably affected
much of the mentality o

outside their homeland.

developed out of the slreams of Myanmar s Mon asylum-seekers, has

acted as an agent ﬁ«uﬁ ﬁg %%%qﬂ%&on but also

in stimulating a progression and elaboration of a-sense of shared cultural
roots, comitfoft Hidér \4rid] shriibeqtal /des| wih | Homeland foko an
emergent eth?lic consciousness. This arousal of humanitarian interest and
cultural awareness has been facilitated by an increasing communication

network that connects all of Thailand's Mon communities with refugee
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camps in Kanchanaburi and by printed media accessible to all major Mon
communities on Thai soil.

Conscious of their status as nationalists, leaders from this
Mon refugee-warrior communi “ﬁ with tasks of
promoting Mon literacy at @mﬂ/ﬁw creating an atmosphere
\QN\miss among Thailand’s
. \ only two available

a state of being

conducive to the developme Lof-

Mons. These tasks
sources of facts ,
ethnic communities made palpable and
objectified by the avai ions, myths values

and collective symbols. of the Mon cultural
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boundary and vivid memories of"@iﬁgrr 1o :, past that have served as a

ey Ay "
source of inspiration for the Mons tlnough_*fj
sans frontiere. -
ﬂ ' {

Myﬂnﬁyﬁ:&‘i}\gq IE}S{?F%IW quﬂ\eﬁocial context

of Thailand’s Mon¥, a sense of nation-ness cancbe defined orqunderstood
oy s A DI DAL N UABE] . o

boundaries that remain in southern Myanmar and central Thailand and

generation,

also to the historicity the Mon nationalists have revived and maintained.
This reflects the fact that such a definition of Mon nation-ness lacks a

political , territorial category. Thailand’s Mons can lay no claim to
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political autonomy over the physical area where they have resided and
will continue to reside on Thai soil. Even the ties of kinship between
Thailand’s Mons and their Myanmar counterparts that some Thai citizens
of Mon blood could claim have long been broken through the passage of
time. Thus , the task of wxitino story In its proper context,
along with maintaining a p@@ ll as efforts to achieve

synthesis of cultural traits that have developed in

14 "bn\parcel of cultural
4 ng most Thai and

ta vicariously felt a

diffirent political units
invention in the formaii
Brumese Mon nationali

sense of nation-ness, ithin their cultural

rt)
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s Tl
should be noted is that among y Mons , most of whom
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past has been acquired partly through the readm° of histories , inherited

legends or other ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬂ%ﬁ Weﬂﬂﬂ@m carried

out by Westerners dfter World War,L.
Q RIAINITUNRIINYIAY
' light of cognitive and social development among Thai
people of Mon blood , it can be argued that over the past two decades,
the line of Mon nation-ness has become distinct under the circumstances

of ethnic revival. Thai people of Mon blood , having vicariously
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experienced a feeling that the Mon land and her people living throughout
southern Myanmar were being exploited and misused |, began to react
strongly to such worsening situations and changes by steping forward to
promote Mon cultural exchange and technical cooperation with the New

Mon State Party (NMSP) in T\WE to expiate their cumulative

frustration and miliation ca; tect what they think

they saw as their own W easing_economic hardship and
pervasive political pecs/ no y

the programme
Burmanization, has

people to enter

i\X‘%ome have formed
n social interaction

Thailand as illegal ec
networks and this situ:

between the two groups ,

as an instrument for%_axeaﬁng and mabncaicng loyalty within
their targeted groups , . among some of
Thailand’s Mon groups. Most of these mzlths predict that the existence

of ethnic Mon ‘ﬂ% Wﬂ Wil paVe| & Jwaytowards eventual

political autonomy ‘and legitimacy. ¢
Q RIAINITUURIINYIAY
My field research , camied out during  October and
December of 1994 , revealed that the continuity and infiltration of a
politicized state of ethnic Mon consciousness , definable as ethnic Mon

nationalism , into Thailand’s other Mon enclaves was attributable to
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continued efforts among Mon nationlists in manipulating media and in
creating , or selectively employing |, messages for shaping the
immagination of their targeted public , Myanmar’s Mon refugée-waniors
and Thai citizens of Mon blood. These 2 groups, targetted so that their
opinion could be mobilized in defq\rﬁt)f ir group interest against what

ﬂ (real or imagined), the
Rangoon military junta. “AS 4 resu nmaﬂand’s Mons were

%equaltooreven
; \ ar. Some local academics,

ge , have tirelessly

Mon nationalists deem as

found to reactively as

as on the institutionalization ¢ 50 ge. Various degrees
*l_} ‘: ¥ ‘o .

of ethnic nationalistic expressmn‘mi ‘— inten: ce found in individual

ts found access
and by the political a.ﬂaJ economxc chmate of a host society that elther

fosters or , nomcﬂ}u)%ﬁa %%W%mt prevents,

any possibility thegll its progression into a more jatense form.
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A study of the media role which the Mon nationalists
played on Thai soil, especially at Ban Pong in Ratchaburi province , at
Sangkhaburi in Kanchanaburi province and at Kohkret in Pathumtani

province;, revealed the unifying impacts of ongoing socio-cultural
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interaction between Myanmar,s Mons and Thailand’s Mons. These
unifying impacts have regularly promoted a social cohesion between the
two. English language news letters , Thai language leaflets and Mon

articles , the three of printed media emanating from the two Mon groups

are found to be freighted with -onented messages playing
a vital role in deepening an / e of common cultural
roots and concomitantly w ufﬂge war s ruling military
regime as a common e n . development and
mobilization of ethnic MSASSS 2 Tmth&cncles of Thai

citizens of Mon blood

toward their existence ,

The survey findin. ‘_ﬁx:the Med that many of Thailand

0% am ;thmc nationalism

..n.-"

’s Mon have respondefhto such appeal§

ity in exile and

—

| .
0 a certain extent,

it can be arouedﬂm ﬁﬂﬂo%hmﬂ ﬂﬁ, a sense of |

ethnic consciousfiess among ﬂéose md1v1duals at tchabun
oncharalf WW@MWH%&?@&J With
financial support from several leading foreign religious organizations , as
well as from other politically active groups of Thailand's Mons, these
kinds of printed media spread far and wide under the control of Myanmar

’s Mon nationalists , some of whom are attached to the New Mon State
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Party. Because of these facts , a relationship between the type of media,
the extent to which printed media has been employed by Mon nationalists
and the degree of ethnic nationalist expression varying, from one Thai-

based Mon diaspora to another , becomes clear.

Varying degree;sén
nationalism that did , and ¢
Sangkhaburi to Mon di. brought about by
the unbroken line of action , cultural
diffusion , and even in various forms ,
ranging from mass migrafio the *&; dus ees from Myanmar

into Thailand.

promote and

disseminate what is to" be | icall ~Mon nationalistic
messages through modes of socml commumcauon among the Mons
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Mon State Party w&é founded in the 1970s in Myanmar , but mest of its
members it Jech e o) e et mma @ botisica
persecution under the Rangoon-based military regime. Over the past 3
decades and under the present leadership of Swe Gyin , the New Mon
State Party has vigorously committed itself to the promotion of its

political ideology and cultural heritage. Both its political ideology and
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cultural heritage are understood to constitute what can be defined as the
basis upon which modern Mon-ness and nationalistic messages are
constructed. With the help of economic benifits reaped from within the
area under its control , the New Mon State Party has developed its armed
forces and its largest military base at uri in Thailand in defense
of its nationhood after bemg W

during the 70s. (Siam P(?

Given the ificar

on State in Myanmar

other areas, its
major achievements in . a" political aren:  for articulating its

political will and ideo

;m e
il seuinetd

the help of various press media’ _7 ik j e New Mon State Party ,

in consultation with Thg;land s local Mon organiz: successfully
‘ even revitalize

their Mon-ness through ‘ afore-menuoned media as well as through

cultural exchange ﬁowq Y EJ Y ‘j NEIN?
Qm i, it @Mﬂﬂﬁwm&'} Ao

ethnic Mon nauonahsm could not have been achieved without an
understanding of the vital role of the Mon controlled media function , in
both countries , in shaping and mobilizing public imagination in support

of their nationalist cause.
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An analysis of the structure of ethnic Mon nationalistic

messages shows that at their core , these messages are constructed upon
the combination between existing historical facts , myths and recently
assimilated universal modern concepts. When observed in more depth ,

these myths whose centrality is the ':,71 of a positive Mon political

@psycologwal role in

:@yt}ls created over

nks , draw their

future are found to play
"-l-_.,

encouraging the Mon to SWI

time by the local elite, sou

inspiration from ongoix the pupose of
mobilizing and maintainifig grogp/loyalties, y-among Myanmar
’s Mon political exiles 3

demoralized by set backs.

ew Mon State

The estab%s]unent and developmm
r be ossible under the
particular political condi ons, bemgn to thelr growLAl , In Thailand

o e 707 3 B84 98] TR o o i

historical juncture , when the Thaiy Government began talk,with the
laders of 1) NNISH o NlséRawsdibn rloksammel thosel obigbitcs was
to signal to thqe NMSP that a ceasefire with Rangoon was the only viable
option open to them after over three decades of fierce sanguinary fighting
in protection of the Mon land. Thailand’s initiative towards repatriation

of NMSP members and all Mon refugees stranded on Thai soil has been
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widely argued to be linked to , myriad areas of economic interest for
Thailand , which expects to gain from the power center in Rangoon and

several perceived major changes in the regional security environment.

At present, Thailand ac priority to Myanmar on her
foreign agenda. On the secm@ )border with Myanmar is

——
2401 kilometers long , ins po ucalm@nd fighting between
the Government forces sbles

‘ \baNed to unwelcome
Burmese military incursiofs i I {erTi AR

W

In retrospe , ] “have never really
been close since Myanm e social 62. The Burmese

Way to Socialism not only/fa so led to the ramifications

of political unrest. Token refonfié-‘ﬁ;led@m opposition among both

..--' .--"l p " ¥ "‘
the Burman majority of),Cefitral Burma nm ﬁ the periphery.
i

C cat_ed itself wit estern countries

Thailand has so far j !
[ h !
model of capitilist achievgment in mainland

Southeast Asia wﬁrﬁ E?’%““ﬁ W&&w Bblﬂ ﬂ.ﬁ'a'me regional

community. the 70s and §Os Myanmar was rega&jed a
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there and tlus has so far caused suspicion and even fear among Thai

and come to serve as

military leaders with regard to Myanmar s military potential and political
development. During this long period, the exiled Mon refugee-warrior

communities along Thailand’s western border area have emerged as a
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result of Thailand’s lax immigration control over its porous natural
border and of its national security policy that was designed to show

leniency towards Myamnar,s ethnic asylum seekers. This national

policy was implemented to serve mnational, political and military
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