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Ponic-stricken villager boy. with o heavy lood of his fomily ‘s belongings bearing
on head, uneasily hurirying away to escape the fire




he Committee for Publicity of People s Struggle in Monland (CPPSM)
was formed with a group of Mon national young men on 29 Septemb'er;'m
with a primary aim to struggle for human rights in Burma. As the
- situation demanded later on, CPPSM extended its aim to also work for
people’ s empowerment in Mon community by means of public education
programmes. CPPSM is a non-violent, non-profit, independent- work group.

As it has been admmlled)’sﬂ rd “Monland” involved here does not
represent any political meaning ¢ txitorial claim of the Mon people, but it
does stand for all the people inliabi e Mon area in Burma regardless of
race and religionyjras.well as any places'on earth where Mon people are
struggling to survive until théy can returnback to their beloved homeland.
CPPSM chooses. i rk.specially for Monland because Monland is not only
practically within if§ séach to most effcctively monitor, but also is most
convenient f: to municate and relate'to.

Since

d, particularly of the grass roots community, and
ts findings to international human rights groups and

supporters, SM has been actively taking part in human rights

struggle fer Bu “to }he résent time, CPPSM has been successful in

/A

['s Struggle

T g
i

'
—

publishing and distributing pne pﬁ&which highlights the literacy struggle of

Mon refugee schoolchifdren, one hitman rights News Report and 4 publications

of CPPSM Newsletter including this publication for the part of its struggle for
- o ’

human riw — _,.J

i * i
And far the part of its struggle for publie.education in Mon community,

. just recently CPPSM has successfully published two Mon-language health
education brochures, namely Aids education and malaria education with moral
and financial stipport of Maryknell Mission and Welcome House (Ban Phark
Jai)./Both of ghie public healthreducationcbrochuresare widely distributed in
both“Mon/community in” Burma and Mon refugeé population in Thailand. §

“ CPPSM is really very eager to publish CPPSM Newsletter regularly on a
monthly basis; but sadly, its present finaneial situation does not permit it to for -
it clces riot yet seek any source of regular|financial assitance. However, CPPSM
has beerd with a reléntless effort endeavouring. to continue its human rights
struggle and produce the CPPSM Newsletter whenever time is apportune and its
financial strength makes it possible to. Sadly againly, CPPSM has not been able
to include more background information and news commentaries in its all
previous CPPSM Newsletter publications for the space has always been too
limited for them. However, CPPSM has been, as far as its journalistic capabllity,
trying to choose from its current heap of news pieces most important and
serious facts and proofs of human rights situation in Monland and report them
on the CPPSM Newsletter. In this respect, CPPSM is profoundly apologising its
readers who demand and advise for inclusion of more background Information
and commentaries. Only if and when its financial situation permit it to publish
CPPSM Newsletter monthly, CPPSM will be able to narrow these weaknesses.

CPPSM, hercin, is seriously appealing to international human rights
support groups, refugee relief organizations, NGOs and individuals interested
in and sympathetic to its struggle for human rights and public welfare, to

BR _rw_with all possible assistance. O
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BURMESE ARMY CONSCRIPT THOUSANDS OF CIVILIANS
AS SLAVE-LABOUR FOR CONSTRUCTING YE-TAVOY RAILWAY

'fi*af
ince 1 November 1993, local military in
Tenasserim Division of the ruling military
regime, State Law and Order Restoration
conscripting thousands of civilian people from lacal
ethnic Mon, Karen and Tavoyan communities as
labour to construct 110-miles-long Ye-Tavoy rail-
way. During the process of constructing the railway,

scripted people into slave-labour: an

many of these people have died of
many hundred have increasingl
many hundred have fled to the are
bétter protected by armed ethnic o
of to many Burmese refugee camps w
ated along the Thai-Burmese bordegito
forced labour.

Out of those many es-
capees, a group of 34 Karen

Council (SLORC), have been continuousiy |

S
) inglysst
the local SLORC military forcibly pw@ these con- —
se

ructatfie raifway,

village must replace them to supply water for the
barracks for another one week. In this way, turns of
this duty are also changing weekly and going on in
’r ation amongst the villagers. Again, our village
l\g&ﬁen has to supply 3 to 5 men as portering
I long with their troops. Lort Thine is just a

Hage with only 80 households and accord-
s’ﬂ'&'ﬁ%:onstam conscription of the villagers is
extremely overloading the village. Further more,
their troopsvery often come in to the village and
forcibly take away our livestock without payment.
We cannot bear with such these abuses of the
Burmese treops any longer and so we abandén the

village now.”
i

The interviewees continued by saying,
“Many more people from
Lort Thine also have fled
toward the Thai border by
way of Nat Ein Taung and all

—

y force s

and Mon people from Lort == A those who still remain in the
Thine, a village in Yebyu l.n:(ﬁ:(ﬁcm;ﬂilpnsls, village are, too. thinking
Township, arrived at the Mon to peffonmas pomf \ about abandonning the vil-
refugee camp, Pa Yaw on 4 along u‘,}mnrtggg},’,’ lage to escape the Burmese

December 1993. The group
represents six familles and was
led by Saw Khaleh, a 40-year-
old Karen man. During arecent .
interview, many members of | A
the group respectively de- *
scribed that they had suffered
increasing human rights abuses
of the local SLORC troops be-

fore they abandonned their village ir‘[‘-'lﬂ;fe Novem- _

ber 1993. In connection @ith!the’human’ rights"
abuses of the local SLORC troops; Saw Khaleh who
led the group put what heghad experienced and
suffered like this. - 3

1 O

“ Burmese ‘army, force ﬁé to construct the |

railway, to constructitheif outposts, to perfornt as®

porters along with their troops, to carry water for
the use in their barracks and so on. They call us very
often and we do not even have enough time to work
for our own living. Our village (Lort Thine) has to
supply 15 men daily as labour for the railway
construction. when a group of 15 men has worked
for two weeks, then another 15 men from the village
have to replace the group and work in the railway
construction for another two weeks. By this way,
turns of the duty go on in rotation within the
villagers. And at the same time, our village has to
send two men daily to carry water for the use in
their barracks. When the two men has served their
one-week duty, then another two men from the

lo carry ’.gy}_r;lcr fafmmr

“\frt their barracKs and so on.

we do not even fave enough
LJ work for our oun ltving "

troops.” Saw Khaleh who led
the group acdded by saying
that all other viliages In
Yebyu area were also forced
. by the SLORC troops to sup-
#irrre ply men as labour for the
| railway construction and
- etc. on the basis that a larger
village must contribute a
number of men.

£)

o

, prdﬁértiogatgly bigger

Aec@rdéng to local sources, a village v!ith a
total households of 500 or so Is required by the local
SLORC military to supply §0' men daily as labour for
theyrailway constroction\THe|village leaders must
be' responsible for arranging turns of the duty for
their fellow villagers so as to Tulfil the quota of 50
men per day. According to the current way of
dividing and sharing duty within the villagers,the
village with 500 households is divided Into 10 equal
groups, 50 households making a group.And each
50-household group must contribute 50 men on the
basis of one man per household.And 50 men from
one 50-household group must work in the railway
construction for two weeks as one turn of duty. And
for another two weeks construction, another 50
men from next 50 households of the village must
similarly be responsible. In this way, turns of the
duty change in rotation within the villagers, that is
when all the 500 households of the village have
equally served their respective first turn of the

f ”CE’PSM Newslett.;;.,..Voi-.'_Z No. 1january 1994
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duty, then the first 50 men again have to begin with
their second turn of the duty ,and then again the
second SO men and so on.

. In other words, 10 per cent of the total
households of the village are dally required to
contribute SO men from their own families as
‘labour for the railway construction. The SLORC
military instruct village leaders that the villagers
whom they send to the railway construction as
labour must be all able-bodied men. In fact, these
able-bodied men are, especially, the bread winners

. cfp..,.‘
‘ %) 0*,

Unbearable fo forced Labour Inconstiuciing,Ye-Tavoy

of their respective households. Thus.duting the
two-weeks” period their bread winners are being
out of work, all the dependants, including chil-
dren, of those houseHold§ are’automaticallydeftiin
a near-to-starvation'situation under the|cutrent
high cost of living in Burma.

According to some local Mon people who
request not to be named, the local SLORC military
inhumanely beats those conscripted villagers who
can not work to meet its satisfaction level and
indefinitely detains them at the local outposts and
also requires them to work on in constructing the
railway as permanently conscripted labourers un-
less they cannot afford to pay a fine of 1,000 Kyats
to the military. At least, 10 men from lisin Ku
village (which is called Choein Klort in Mon), 10
men from Hsa Taw village and more than 15 men
from other villages in the area still remain caged at
the local outposts and used by the military as

3
% (&
£ 1IN -';‘. ¢

permanent labourers for the railway construction.

According to Mon National Liberation Army,
since the beginning of 1992, SLORC has deployed ten
more light infantry battallions along the Ye-Tavoy-
Mergul way of Tenasserim Division, namely LIB
No.(401), LIB No.(402), LIB No.(403), through to LIB
No.(410) as a provision of more security for the area
through which the proposed gas pipeline will possi-
bly be laid for transportation of the natural gas from
the gas fields in the Gulf of Martaban to Thailand.
And y /LORC military in Tenasserim has increas-

R o AL RIRA Y £ : 7 %%
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Rallway.tocal Karen and.Mon-people fleeing to Thal border

L
el N MK

inglylforced the local ethitic Mon, Karen and Tavo!an
communities through scveral forms of human rights
violations tesupply the bigger demands of its larger
number-of/troops.

According t6 reliable 16cal sources, this Ye-
Tavoy railway construction is divided into three
main parts and supervised by 3 local light infantry
battallions, namely LIB No.(343), LIB No.(409) and
LIB No.(410) through S supervision camps. The three
main parts of the railway construction are (1) the
part from Ye to Pauk Pin Gwin, (2) the part from Pauk
Pin Gwin to Kalain Aung, and (3) the part from Kalain
Aung to Tavoy respectively. The Ye-Pauk Pin Gwin
part and the Pauk Pin Gwin-Kalain Aung part have
simultaneously been constructed by more than 2,000
conscripted civilians from more than 200 local vil-
lages, whereas the construction of the Kalain Aung-

O continued on Page (10)
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SLORC TROOPS BURN DOWN MON VILLAGES
ACCUSING THEM OF MON-REBEL SUPPORTERS

Chaung Pyar, Yebyu Township

of killing by the troops.
Some 100 combined troops from SLORC" s Ld
Light Infantry Battallion No.(408) and local militia- '1 Y_r Patoke, Thanbyuzayat Township

men unit commanded by Captain Zaw Min Oo burnt ] / == -
down Chaung Pyar (which is called kanoot Krone in ‘ ﬁ/ﬂ‘ e 20 troops from SLORC s Light Infan-
Mon), aMon village in Yebyu Township of Tenasserim try aﬂﬁn No.(343) burnt down Waeng Patoke,
Division on the first week of September 1993, & Maii villagesin Thanbyuzayat Township of Mon
having accused the villagers of Mon-rebel ort- State on.21 November 1993, having accused the
ers. As a result, 15 out of total 40 hﬂﬂ?eﬂm e _ |villagers of supporters of the opposition Mon Na-
village were burnt and more tharM(p "5 tional Liberation Army. As a result, 70 houses and
became homeless. . / he primary school building in the village were
! ~Bumnt to ashes and more than 200 villagers becAme
. ‘homeless, -

- The troops came in to the vi
sei&e some 6 male villagers whom they
allégedly having links with the OpPos O N In earlier March, the then SLORC"s local
National Liberation Army. The troops ar, | r#ulﬁr Infantry Battallion No.(31) already ordered
colild not seize any of the 6 men as theyha this village to vacate from the site immediately
run into hiding in fear. Because of S éag with 6 other Mon and Karen villages in the
escape, the troops were angry and in turn's reto’ area; namely Beh Dung, Halauk Ang, Phar Badaw,
the 6 men’s houses and burned them Duging the: J Hanih and We Tor. As a matter of fact, the
process, other houses in the village also cau ziE: troops assumed these villages as supporters
But the troops did not allow the villagers'to €xtin= . to the opposition forces and as such forced them to
guish the fire and save their houses from burning. va rom the area. At that time, a total 500
The fire went on burning the houses one after  familles of the villages were forcibly removed,
another. Destitute of any human compassiomn the whé*éa% some, villagers who could not afford to
troops happily clapped their hands and witheringly resettle and m pfu\vlng anywhere else remained

be:

laughed at the troubled villagers-as : -Waer toke at the risk of similar ill-
shedding tears seeing such dellbér_ate devastation treatment due to mposed any time by the SLORC
of their homes. = troops. Later orthe situation seemed becoming
stable and many villagers gradually returned back
According to the villagers o haung Pyar, to the village to stay. Accordingly, Waeng Patoke
the 6 men from the village who were wanted by the grewiup again with the increasing population. The
SLORC troops are in fact al} simplesfarmers who ISLORCOtToéps ‘Conisidered this behaviour of tfne
have not had any contacts™with 'the opposition | |villagers as(defiance of their order, and eventually
MNLA forces. As the troops told the Villagers that 'burned down this village on 21 November 1993.
the 6 men would be killed if caught, now these 6 meny . Q -
do not yet dare to return back to the ){illage ip {sar &~ 1an -~ QN OLA A O

151 s % W ] | ¥ 1 Y

SLORC’S TROOPS TORTURE AND KILL TWO POWs BEFORE LOCAL MON.VILLAGERS

Some troops from SLORC" s local regular Krorh, aged In his 30s, who was an executive
Infantry Battalllon No.(61) caught 2 members of member of the local NMSP administration board,
the opposition New Mon State Party (NMSP) In  and his one assistant were together caught by the
Hnit Hnoo, a village In Ye Township of Mon State  SLORC troops as they could not have managed to
on 2 December 1993 and Inhumanecly tortured move away.
them and finally killed them before the local Mon
community. The SLORC troops inhumanely tortured

these two prisoners of war before the local Mon

According to the administration system of villagers, deliberately showing such torture in
NMSP, Hnit Hnoo comprises Northern Ye Town-  publicasaway to intimidate the local Mon villagers.
ship. The SLORC troops unexpectedly came in to  After severely torturing, the SLORC troops openly
the village in early morning of the dayinasurprise shot dead the two POWs just before the local Mon
Qttack on the local NMSP administration area. Nai community. 1 m) j

LIy were  srav put in

@ e .~ biars e ——— e b

———— .. — . B ——
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SLORC"S TROOPS RAPE MON WOMEN

~Battallion No{(104)’s Soldier Rapes
Freshly Child-Borne Mon Woman

One soldier from SLORC s local regular
Infantry Battallion No.(104) raped Mi Pan, a 25-
year-old Mon woman from Kyone Kanyar, a village
in Tavoy District, Tenasserim Division while the
SLORC troops were encamping in the village on 30
September 1993.

. The rapist soldier was one of tﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁﬁf 'S
of SLORC " s local Infantry Rattallion W()m—

manded by Captain Aung Min Tun and a cimne

encamping in the village. Having wifAgithe

troofs came in to the village, all ableshodigd viliag-
. - r

ers ran away in fear of ill-treatment bysthe Ps -
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and escaped, whereas only young children, the
aged and unhealthy women remained in the village.

“health
M(fw’ as at her house in the village and was
beart 'r young baby while the soldier rushed up
to he )m('e‘:—md raped her, her husband having run
into hi("ﬁﬁgng side other villagers.

The rape victim Mi Pan was at the time not
as she had given birth only one week earlier.

m No.(:}dﬂl"s' Soldler Rapes Mon Woman

One soldier from STORC " s local Light Infan-

ity Battallion No.(343) who was responsible for
wireless commiuication service in the battallion
raped Mi Mee, a 27-year-old Mon woman from Ywar
Thit, a village in Ye
Township of Mon State
on 3 September 1993
while the SLORC troops
were encamping in the

village.

The rape victim Mi
Mee was a mother of
three children. Ac-
cording to Mi Mee, the
rapist soldier, accom-

o LICUPIRD Foue, | e, el g
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25.year-old Mon woman, Mi Pan, who was toped by SLORC soldier

panied by his some fel-
low soldiers, came up
toMiMee shouse. The
soldier saw Mi Mee at
her house and re-
quested the other sol-
diers to stay outside the
housc. As soon as thpse
soldiers went away ac-
cordingly, the soldicer
forced to rape Mi Mee.

a

S

Some 30 troops from SLORC s local Light
Infantry Battallion No.(408), on their whim, shot
local civilian Mon people they saw near Ame, a
Mon village in Yebvu Township on 1& December
1993. As a result, one male villager (namely un-
known) who was at the time at the seashore and
was preparing for going fishing was killed on the
spot, Whereas other villagers ran Into hiding and
escaped.

After this shooting, the troops came in to
me village and beat thevillagers and asked them

(SLORC’S LIB NO.(408) ON WHIM SHOOT MON VILLAGERS k

If any MNLA troops encamped at the village earller
night. As a result of the beating, two male villagers,
Nai Lu and Nai Ban Chein respectively got fatal
injuries on their heads and many other villagers
were also badly hurt. In fact, none of MNLA troops
had arrived to the village up to that time according
1o the villagers. As the troops went on beating and
continued forcing the villagers to let them express
the point that some Mon soldiers were at the
village earlier night, the villagers eventually had

J* Continued on Page (10) _)
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SLORC"S LIB NO.(408), LIB NO.(409) ARREST, DETAIN AND TORTUE

LOCAL MON PEASANTS IN PROCESS OF EXTORTING RICE TAX

. : Dui'ing December 1993, SLORC " s two light rice tax. The troops detained these peasants at their
infantry battallions in Yebyu Township, namely LIB  local outposts. During their detention period, the
No.(408) and LIB No.(409) arrested and detained local SLORC military severely beat these peasants as
many local Mon peasants who could not afford to. Id Mmeans of extorting the rice tax from them. The
pay the rice tax required by the existing SLORG ‘s maﬁgﬂ explained that their farms had not pro-
rice tax collection law. This law requires all the rice-  duce “yd rice this year due to the flood and that
cultivating farmers to pay the government i Bur-  imadeihemminable to pay the rice tax. But the SLORC

mese-unit baskets of unpolished rice for every.acre military bitterly rejected the reason given by the

of their rice flelds. During the rainy seasonof the asants and'in turn accused them that they de-
year, a large area of rice fields in Yebyu JTewnship ended on the.Mon rebels and were attempting to
"pice cefy the government law by deliberately refusing to

were, sufferring a bad flood, and a greai dealof
planrs were consequently killed. Andﬂ%lrm ngly // pay.the rice fax. As the soldiers went on beating
many local Mon peasants only prodiice Ssirice /' hem, many of the peasants eventually had to phy
and many of them did not even yield quAantin,” off the rice tax byselling up their cattle which is the
of ﬂf; necessary for decent survival'of tiein o4 ‘backbone of their livelihood. And those peasants
famflies. These losses in rice producti ' in “who could not afford to pay off the tax were still
turn made many local Mon peasants vk on at the local outposts and possibly subjected

the so-called rice tax required by SLOR 10 eontinued torture by the SLORC military. Be-
. sides, in such a case that peasants who are family

on.-—lea 1€Is were not available at the reach of the troops
onk: —to héarrESted, then the troops in turn forcibly took

C

During a recent Interview wifh ofie
monk who came from Yebyu Township,

put what he had witnessed this way.; rings - away gheir wives as hostages. Now, In order to
December 1993, SLORC"s LIB No.(408) and LiE— escapes ach these abuses of the SLORC troops, many
No.(409) arrested many Mon peasants from Kert- |ocal:-g:l~g:e?¢ultivating villagers have, family by fam-

Preeng Muor village (which is called Kywe Thone— iy, lefttheir villages and are hiding in the forest.”
Nyi Ma in Burmese) who could not afford to pay the' ‘ 5}“::‘* - -~ J
T_ comen cmse e il -

s
| w

T R

peipdier

A Mon peasant famity fleaing to escape abuses by local SLORC military
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AIDS THREATS BURMA

ccording to Colonel Pe Thein, Health Min-
{ster of Burmese military regime, State Law
and Order Restoration Council (SLORC), at
least one per cent to two per cent of
pregnant women in Burmese border regions have
tested positive for Human Immunodeficiency Virus
(HIV) and Acquired immune Deficiency Symdrome

(AIDS) is increasing year by year in Burma.Accord-_

ing to statistics of SLORC regime, more];:gg,&:ﬁ
people in Burma tested positive for HIV | 9

of the total number of people discovered
contracted HIV in Burma, 74.3 per cent
venousdrug users, 9 per cent were prosti
6.9 per cent were veneneal disease pati

facing a critical AIDS situation with &
400,000 people already infected with HIV,
cursor to AIDS. And within two years, Bu

population of 42 million could surpass the n mbei"'
of HIV infections in the United States. Y et

Just recently, Committee for Publlci_ty;qf;_
People’s Struggle in Monland (CPP§M) has con- ~
ducted an interview with two Burmese AIDS patients

at Kwai River Christian Hospital In Sangkhlabur
District, Kanchanaburi Province of iland. These
two AIDS patients are Eh Toe, a 30-year-old Karen
man from Kyar Inn township of Karen State; and
Khin Own Kyi, a 25-year-old Burman woman from
Moulmein. During the interview, both of these AIDS
patients respectively sald that they'hadineveriheard
or known about AIDS when they were in Burma.
During the interview, Khin Own kyi described her
story like this.

“1 have arrived at Sangkhlaburifor/5 months
now. Here, | stay with my sisters‘and ‘depend on
them. I can not work as my health Is always bad.
Before | came here, | lived in Moulmein. | was
married at the age of 15. xxxxxxx | did not know
much about my husband s sex life as he worked
most of his time at a bean-preserving factory. But
my sisters often warned me that my husband was
always happy with other girls. After 6 years of our
marrige, my husband died. He suddenly died in
hospital. According to the doctors there, he died of
cerebral malaria. When my husband died, | was 8
months pregnant. xoooxxxxx When | was in Moulmein
about two years ago, | suffered acute diarrhoea for
4 months. And consequently, | did not eat well and
became weak and also got pain on my lips. | went to
both modern clinics and physicians of indigenous

AIDS vietim Khin Own Kyl, 25-year-old Burmese woman

medicines. They gave me medicines. But their medi-
cines did not relieve my sufferring at all. Despite my
sufferring, Lhad to work hard on the other hand to
earm for-a meagre shand-te-meuth living for my
family under the escalating eost-of living in Burma
until' my sisters here in'Sangkhlaburi called my
family and we came here to stay with them. Now my
health situation is quite better because | get to eat
well and live well here. xxxxxx When in Burma, [ was
always busy with striving for survival and never had
a chance to learn about AIDS.”

Another AIDS patient, Eh Toe, who has
symtomic pain on upper part of his sex organ, also
described his story as follows.

“ | have arrived here only for one week.
Refore | came here, | was petting medical treatment
at a hospital in Mae Sot. And with the instruction
and help of the doctors of that hospital. | came to
this hospital. Before [ was in Mae Sot, | stayed at

"CPPSM Newsletter, Vol. 2 No. 1, January 1994 1
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Htitabaw, a Karen
refugee camp
situated
Sangkhlaburi
District. [ arrived
at Htitabaw last
year. Before |
came to stay at
Htitabaw, I lived
at Azin area of
Kyar Inn Town-
ship. When | was
with my family at
Azin about two
years ago, Bur-
mese army at-
tacked and occu-
picd Azin area
'and burned down

'the villages in the area, seized th )
some of them, forced many vill
'things. I am a simple villager and
a Karen soldier. The Burmese a

' villagers they saw. Thus, all the ¥ii]
away to escape the Burmese army
or so villages in Azin area had
homes and ran away at that time.
with my wife and a-year-old chil
Htitabaw refugee camp. XXXXXXXXX
Azin, I had not up to that time got
(symtomic) pain as | am getting now.

in

144

I did not Know rmuch

about my Ausband s sex life
as he worKed most of fiis time
at a 5ean-pre5(ir,7 ing factory.

Bt my sisters o

that my,izgsﬁanf

wWith Otﬁ figii

ndon their

so fled to

w
This—pain

began to appear on my body when [ was atHeitabaw.

larrived at Htitabaw camp last year. xx%00xx | have.
never visitted to any prostitgi&

after my marrige. I have no suc
also know about my wife very™
got married with any other man
me. 0ooxx  But I had received

both before and
. Sh had- never
before she married
edical injection

-

many times when [ was at Azin. Once | was at the age

T ey em e -

el
( 1 '

T e ey wgw ..

Mon-language AIDS Education broc

" from them because

together
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n 55 At
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//}l ‘arned me
ﬂéfulrzgs happy
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their needles and syringes before

vinjection. However,

.of 20, I acci-
dentally got a
bad thorn
jabbed into the
flesh of my sex
organ: at that
time, | received
some medical
injection from
local bare-foot
healers. And
many times
when | got sick,
Ireceived
medical injec-
tion from them
again. But | did
not see they
ever f boiled
they gave me

I had still to receive treatment
I could not afford to pay for
a modern hospital since | was

. poor and had not enough money to do so. When in

t this deadly diaease.”

Just recently, 5 Mon

 AIDS, according
One 5“-|it-u-

Aung San aged 28,
and Ko Aung aged

to rhg/&

rom’ 10" % Azin area, | Only earned for a poor hand-to-mouth
Yy

living by cutting and selling fire-wood. xxxxxxx |

~ never heard or knew about AIDS when | was at my

»;.Eme village in Burma. No one ever came to tell me

men from Kort Doot
‘village.in Ye Township of Mon State have died of

Hla Tin aged 35,
40, died in Burma not long after

to their friends from the village.
siin Thailand during his illegal stay
, whereas the rest 4

persons, namely
Aung Ti aged 35

e Continued on Page (10}
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O From Page (4)

Tavoy part is not yet started by the local SLORC
militaryl Some of the large villages currently sub-
jected to the forced labour for the railway construc-
-tlon are Chaung Taung, Hnit Kayin, Kort Doot,
Lamine, Hangam, Kalort Kyi, Mort Kanin, Taung
Pone, Aru Taung, Thaung Pyin, Ang Daeng, Thin
Gan Kyun, and Abaw etc.of Ye Township, Mon State;
and Kort Hlaing, Hsin Ku, Ywar Thit, Yin Tain, Yin
Ye, Khaw Zar, Magyl, Mi Taw Hlar, Wun Kyar,
Chaung Pyar, Nat Kyi Sin, Pauk Pin Gwin, Koe Mine.
Ma Aung etc.of Yebyu Township, Tenasserim Divi-
slon respectively.

—-.-"-i-’—

In constructing the railway, the 'W
mlmary require these more than 2,000 ¢ ri

villngers to clear foliage all the way to the w

40 feet, to remove natural barriers on th

to 6 feet in flood-risking area, to fall
trees in the forests and cut them to make

forth-coming placement of iron rails. And
working for the railway construction, the
scripted civilians are not provided with any
tance by the SLORC military. They must take
own food for their meals and own medicines t6 cutt_ﬂ-
themselves in case they get any sickness. According |

1994, the local SLORC military had officially
release 98 people from their railway-constructing

‘ r/fn

J1ge

d

=camp

—Eoh-—FL
to local sources, during the first week of January.-{"

Sangkhlaburl District.
Kanchanat ari Province

n 6 January 1994, local Thai authorities
removed 115 Mon refugee families ( over
500 population) from lLoh Loe, which is
the biggest Mon refugee camp with the

rld opulation of 7,400 and is currently situ-
at

hlaburi District, Kanchanaburi Prov-
ince, 't &

Hani, a Mon village on Burma soil as
afirsts
c ca

ocation of the entire Mon refugees
int practical relocation of this Mon
reftigee camp contradicts the most basic points
which were agreed by Thai authorities in their
rmal meeting with Mon National Relief Commit-
1 Sangkhlaburl on 16 February 1993, In that

necting, Thai authorities agreed that Loh Loe Cam

| wotild be relocated to appropriate sites on Thali soi

and the Mon refugces would be permitted to be
set"kﬂ'ig shelters inside Thai territory until genuihe
p!acjand democracy is attained in Burma.

m'\ny of the remaining refugees in Loh lLoe will soon
'h:we be remov€d to Halauk Hani and the rest
th‘fupd_e jwﬂl move to Pa Yaw, another Mon refugee
is situated on the Thai-Burmese border
“line andf‘tt"di"our 50 kilometers far from the present
"amp. Hopefully, the entire relocation
:procegi} as to be completed before coming rainy
season. Due to only few small water sources are
availahle In l!a.lauhﬂ area, this camp with forth-

. According tarelief workers in Sangkhlaburi,

duty due to their serious illness. And ar710 January |
alone, about 700 persons of the conscripted people
fled away from several construction sites to escape
the hard labour.

O

(

<+ From Page (6) ~ 4

) &
1* L

Al

L ’ .

order to be released from the torture though it
was untrue. After getting the answer from the
villagers, the troops stopped the torture, but
still forcily took away three of the villagers to
their outpost at Kalain Aung, a nearby village ,
and held them to ransom until members of their
families paid off a ransom of 1,500 Kyats each
to the troops. According to the three villagers
who were held to ransom by the troops, in
connection with this incident, the SLORC troops
reported to their senior military officers as
their troops having fought with some Mon
rebels and killed one of them and successfully
driven out the rest of them away toward the sea.

. 2, Y,

to express the point wanted by the troops fn W

U

er of refugees will soon face

created by foreign rellef organizations.

"1_0'

Present Halauk Hani camp isonly one-hour’s

_walk from the outpost of Burmese army at Three-
' | Pagoda=pass andl Ac

drdifiply is very vulnerable to,

any disturbances might bé made by the Rurmeﬁe'
troops. Moreover, the foreign NGOs and relief orga-
fhizations whieh assist these Mon refugees may find

£l alnl

scarciry of water if nﬁe“aw new water sources are WY’

N

‘ﬂ’ From Paég (9

they had return back from Thailand. Now it also
is a matter of grave concern for health security of
these men s families should they are not knowing
properly about the disease and the way to pre-
vent it.

Recently with assistance of Maryknoll
Mission and Welcome llouse (Ban Phark Jal),
CPPSM has successfully published a Mon-lan-
guage AIDS education brochure and widely been
distributing it in Mon refugee population in Thai-
land, as well as in the rural Mon community in
Burma as an AIDS prevention campaign.
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Repatriation of Mon Refugees by Thai authoiifl
races
d more.

on influxes of Burmese refugees of all g
to neighbouring countries, especially
conveniently to Thailand which shares
mon border with Burma. Until and un
causes of the refugee problem are actuall
military dictatorship is eliminated, a
peace and democracy is attained in Burima, it isvery.

likely to be remaining as a potential threagnot only’ =
for the national security of Thailand but
whole regional security and stability.

&d

J.l_. ., .
Thailand is a country which is not a partyto—

“1951 Convention in Relating to Status of Refugees™”

and on the other hand has actively pursued the

policy of “Constructive Engagemeng” jlong side the

—
W

2 not$
'l

nesia, Singapore,
Brunei and the
Philipines in deal-
ing with the
present ruling
Burmese military
regime, SLORC.
Both Thai govern-
ment and private
business compa-
nies, for their
short-term profits,
have been ex-
ploiting natural
résources of
Burma such as
fish, timber, min-
eral and etc. at a
rate which is
alarmingly caus-
ing both human
and ecological di-
saster of Burma by
means of friendly
dealing with the
ruling illegal SLORC regime, thus directly support-
ing the SLORC for its longer stay ‘.n power and

~deeper sufferring of Burmese people.
!

TEYC |
5.{%1,.‘"‘?:"/‘ |

L S

' 4 The current situation of Burmese refugees

I Thailand urgently demands United Nations and
international community at large to make con-
certed efforts to persuade Thai government as to
Support State Law and Order Restoration Coun-
ci-(SEE RC) which is an illegal government as it is
against the will of its people, as well as to take softer
and more humanitarian measures in dealing with
all Bﬂjm__e_se refugees seeking havens on its soil.

Reference - Bax{gkok Post, 9 January ‘94

S other member countries of Associafion of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN), namel Malasia, Indo-
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