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It takes only a short

while to become captivated by

the spell the city casts, and to
realize that it is. indeed. the
Orieat's most exotic capital,
Joy fuily exuberant, Bangkok
cmborees Latter-day develop
men s, though surprisigly,
modorn building docs not
obliterite a wealth of monu-

ments to tradittonal glories
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In the soaring roofs
and tapering gilded spires of
the Grand Palace. Temple of
the Emerald Buddha, Temple of
Dawn and the rest of Bang
kok's more than 100 Buddhist
temples, vou are presented
with mmages ol aw e mnspinng
Oriental splendeur. Contained
within such monuments e

musterpicees ot scualpture

painting and decoranve ans
attesting 1o the nation's artistic

achievements.

Buddba images abound as a
testament to the Thais'enduring
religious faith.

WONDERS

i
s 5=

= o AT p ‘-.f‘ 2 R
e T, L = :
= Nbaring nruh’i-‘)i('"r'i'rl templc Once you begin to
roofs lend definition to f‘_} explore Bangkok you begin to
. et s e - - 5 = 2 i
Heptgkotssipitite———" reulize just how much there is

to discover. In addition to the
city's most fumous monuments
and sights there are numerous
lesser known places of great
imterest. Wat Ratchabophit. for

temple distinguished by rich

F 13 e A " § : ' gxample. is a remarkabic
! ‘ L
f

i

R ornaang ntation and an unusual
{11143)

e af ol 8 R | Myt gomprising gilded chedi
fOd cornir pavilions and

, ,

- ot A, "“"r‘il‘:', f ‘l
Wt wes
PIRFRU A

B\ 3 ) P : \1 \ circular cloister Itis located
% AT e o )

not Lar from the Grand Palace,
vetitis often overlooked by

VisHors.




city casts, and to rcalize that it is.
indeed. the Orient’'s most exotic
capital. Joyfully exuberant.
Bangkok embraces latter-day

developments though. surp risingies

modern building does not
obliterate a wealth of monuments
to traditional glories.

In the soaring roois and
sapesing gilded spires of the Gran
Palzce. Temple of the Emeral

Buddha, Temple of Dawn and the

rest of Bangkok's more than 400
Buddhist temples. you are
presented with images of awe-
inspiring Oricntal splendour.

Contained within such rnonuments

are masterpicees of sculpture.,
painting and decorative arts
attesting to the nation's artistic
achievement. .
Once vou begin to c.\'p;l('}i"c
Bangkok you begin to rcalif.}:hs't
how much there is to discovcrain
addition to the city’s most famous
monuments and sights there are
numerous lesser known places of
great interest. Wat Rat¢habophit.
iorr example. i1s a rematkable
temple distinguished hy rich
srnamentation and an tnusual
lavout compeising gilded chedi,
four corner paviliovs andreireutar
cloister. It is lgcated not Farirom

It takes only a short while o
hecorne captivated by the spell the -
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the Grand Palace, yet it is often
overlooked by visitors. The same is
true of museums: the National
Museum is not to be missed.
though Wimanmek Throne Hall
and Jim Thompson's House also
contain spectacular treasures.

Exploring the Chao Phraya
River. Thailand's historic
waterway, and the small canals of
Thonburi give further insights into
the history and character of this
wondrous city. Indeed. the scope
jor sightseeing is near endless.

A\ stunning scene from classical Thai dance drama
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