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SAWEE BOAKAEW, Pol.Maj. ¢ THE POLITICAL LEADERSHIP OF GENERAL PREM
TINSULANONDA (1980-1983). THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. WITHAYA
SUCHARITHANARUGSE, Ed.D. 210 PP, ISBN 974-577-35L-4

The thesis is an attempt to study the political leadership of General
Prem Tinsulanonda. The study focuses on the pattern of the power acquisition
pProcess and political leadership during the period of 1980-1983 and its relation
with other factors, political environment and the repercussion on political
system.

The study reaches the conclusion that General Prem gains his power by
the virtue of two factors : support firom the military and political parties,
which is the major factor, and politicel surroundings, which is the subordinate
factor., There are two dimensions of fhe political leadership role, one based
on the political surroundings and the othe¥ based on his own characteristic.
These two dimensions are.shown through his role of political balancing between
two major groups within the-political system which are parties and bureaucracy-
military. The resault is the functioning of the so-called semi-democratic regime.
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