The Life of George Herbert: Anglican Priest

There was, in Wales, a castle with a huge estate which had
existed since the time of the Norman conquest bearing the name

of the town, Montgomery, which housed members of a notable

British aristocratic Herberts. The Herberts were

widely known as ic and & servants of their King and

country. They were d had taken root in Wales
by 1218." Izag // {Eq::i::::;? lines of the Herberts®

service as f3 g Edward IV (1461-1483).

*Five generat. Brge Herbert., was born at

Montgomery Cast

His mother the youngest Daughter of

Sir Richard who r of Sir Francis Newport of
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During the reign of Edward IV, William Herbert was Earl

of  Pembroke and his youngest brother was Sir Richard of
Colebrook in the County of Monmouthshire. Sir Richard’s son,
also Richard, was the father of Sir Edward Herbert. Sir Edward’s

son, another Richard, was the father of George Herbert, the poet..
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High Arkall in the County of Shropshire--a Knight. When George

was three years old, his father passed away. Magdalen brought up
her seven sons and three daughters with firm determination to
give them good education. When George's father died, their
eldest child, Edward, was a thirteen-year-old undergraduate at.
Oxford. Two years later, in 1598, Edward married and Magdalen,

in order to take go od| e of Edward and the other children,

moved her family Cast.le to Oxford. At Oxford,

the family of LAY = gver closer friendship with

Dr. John Donne @hrael H ot ;: eight years old, in 16@1,
Lady Herbert Gstail ighéd fhe ami Ly armg Cross, London.

From h aught by a chaplain or

tutor in his 4 student. of Westminster
School, undenfthg cdre DEsNeale, \the Dean of Wesminster, and
Mr. Ireland, ' » respectively. A year
(Feidins o 120 :
later, he was electeds 1olaral. Westminster School where:
the caut Tes ~“of ¢ | behaviour and wit shin’d

:;(—”f' 1§ in this his innocent.

ageﬂ.ha he = 0 De ma 'l- out. for piety, and to
becom&’ gthe care ofysHeaven, and of a particular good
Pl WL AWENINE NI
U _ :
During this time, HerMert studieds lmﬁl es %ahd proved to be
A QLA IUHN1INE TN E
q
At the age of sixteen, Herbert was nominated a King's
Scholar of Westminster School. In 1688 he was one of the

Westminster-School scholars elected to Trinity College,

——————— -

? walton 93.
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Cambridge.” His mother entrusted him to the care of Dr. Nevil
who was the Dean of Canterbury and Master of the College. In
1688, after twelve years of remaining a widow, Lady Herbert
married Sir John Danvers, who was a "Noble Gentleman, the
Brother and Heir of the Lord Danvers, Earl of nm."“

At Cambridge, Herbert "consecrated the first-fruits of his
early age to vert.ue_._- aric rj.ous study of lﬂarning.“"Ell In his
/ Cambridge to his mother,
apart. from meniiGiihig-#bo! hﬁh& composed two sonnets to

her. Part o // . \\\\\ cmnet. reads, For my own |

part., my meanj v these Sonnets, to declare
my resolution fi \\\\ 1
all, and eve s ot ‘\\\; T

! '\1 Led as a Bachelor of Arts in

first. New Year’

ities in Poetry shall be

Il.?

After tudies and parental-like

support. of Dr.

1613. Immediately to study for the degree of

Bachelor of ,* g, March 15,1615, he was
made a MajQrjFellow of Lh ??F ion that carried with

it tutorial !nﬂspons pITIeTes T A yed
BT 301
"ﬁ"ﬁ”i@ i} TN 14134

dld this because music "relieved his drooping spirits, composed

lat.er. he gained his MA

* Hutchinson xxiv.
® walton 94.
? walton 96.

L Walton 97.
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his distracted thoughts, and raised his weary soul so far above
Earth, that it gave him an earnest of the joys of Heaven, before
he possest them. "

In order to understand our Anglican George Herbert better,
it is necessary to emphasize some small but significant

incidents in his life which had a lot to do with his studies for

the degree of Bachelor! 'off Mivinity. John N. wall, Jr.’s
observation is vemy s & In the seventeenth

or many centuries, it was an

century, as
appropriate ¢ a noble family to enter
the service decision to pursue the

clear determination as
testified by Iy - obn Banvers, his stepfather,
dated March extremely, . . . You
lmow, Sir, hov 1 ot into Divinity, to lay the
platform of my r..__?qr shall I then be fain always to

borrow Booksl,  ane o Ahckber’s foundations?"'®
e oo .*l

Ordinarily, i ing God had not given

way to altevat.wes for t.he ministry, he would have been

oG T YT o e st

few years)iseemed to nffer him other wa:,rs of senrmg God.

QTR EEIYET R o o e

Unit%ersity, the post of public relations, of addressing noble

visitors and writing letters to present and potential

® walton 98.

® John N. wall, Jr., George Herbert: The Country Parson,The

Temple (London: SPCK, 1981) 19.

° wall 19.
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benefactors of the University, a position in which he served for
eight years. On several occasions during this time, Herbert
manifested his abilities suited to his employment. He wrote a
letter in excellent Latin to King James who "took him to be the
Jewel of that University."'' He also wrote Latin poems in
response to the attack on Episcopacy of Andrew Melvin, a
minis.t.er of the Scottish Chluky 'a-‘ Rector of St. Andrews. These

poems were sSo go I at. Dr. /! ea.n of Peterborough, later

commemorat.ion of George

Izaak Walt ¢ report ""“\ Orator performed his

function on the 4 A Cambridge so well that

he gained tHE ing him with a private

NN
audience, after ghigh, the King , oRoul ced "that he found the
Orator’s learniig ,u«."g above his age or wit."'”®
During this time, Herlest established a friendship with Dr.
Andreves, Bishop g6 translating many of

the Psalms Y§

David. TI s _4hared their opinions
T
before Lliey were pEinted.

At one point of

??Zf’.‘"ﬁ e AD ATy = o
K ﬁﬁﬁiﬁiﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂh Al

that after the reading it, the Bishop put it into his

about the t.ra.n&t. ions

bosom, and did often shew it to many Scholars . . .

but. did alwaies return it back to the place where he

*! walton 99.

* walton 100.
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first 1lodg’d it, and continu’d it so near his heart,
till the last day of his life.'”

While serving as the Orator of Cambridge, Herbert managed to
master the Italian, Spanish, and French 1a.nguages.. Meanwhile he
gained more favour with the King and the Royal Court. It is
clear that Herbert was aiming to tread the path of the two former

Orators of Cambridge who became Secretaries of State. Herbert's

ambition seemed realization when the King

appointed him to wa Sine ﬁth honourable position of
fhe SEERTStyle of the Court company,
Herbert. diminishgs = ", ""’ ge. At this point Herbert
wanted to bLragé | =abe it ,? - sity--the very desires
his mother opgfse I £ _. be \was\ censtantly threatened with
comsumpt.ion andffabe @ | houghtithat leaving the University
would unburden hift of & {2 akened his health. Perhaps
i at ersity in order to prepare
himself for better cha ing in the Court. However, he
submitted to big mother's at_Jeast-for the time being.
vl"'r- :flf‘?ru‘ e of people close to

Growing

royalty and the national gnvérrment., i- ired by other brothers

. e ey a1 e,

being inq) touch so constantly with friends in high places like

0 TR AP TR YT PR3 e e

favéurite courtiers like the Duke of Lennox and the Marquis of

= Walton 181.

A Church office that pays a salary without involving

care of souls.
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Hamilton, Herbert had every reason to take up a public career.

Herbert. siond for election to Parliament from Montgomeryshire

and took his seat in Parliament when it met in London in
February and May 29, 1624.

Though Herbert’s service in Parliament seemed to be a sharp

break with his earlier desire to serve God, it is not too hard

to see that in fact it was just another way of service. Let us

not. forget that Christia in Herbert’s time was

W

inherited directlyfrom FVifaP_bfan Establishment.. The Tudor

t.his world was through
n‘ t..he pious care of Lady
o be faithful to the
instructions of ' ‘s George, being a highly
learned man himself, e must haye been quite familiar with most

of the Church i e time and must have been so

convinced -; __________;__:__;____n ile f}; ices that he wrote

the letter, Vi

J

ot. forget that Herhert

5, as mentioned above.

4‘..
T
i

Lett us also as” closely associated with

]
the Sidme Iy‘ihﬂ gj( Tﬁﬂ.h the concept of
Sir Phi hernlc image the true chrlstlan knight,
5 ‘N"‘T’ﬁ"ﬂ’ﬂm‘ﬂ“"ﬂ VP”EI"]’R g} e promeble
)

Herbert.’s ambitious quest for major positions in
government. was not for his personal glory but another means of
of fering himself to God as the Church of that time taught.

The other evidence of Herbert’s true motivation could be
seen when he reassured his stepfather that his firm desire of
serving God in the civil service would not divert him from the

path of divinity. He expressed his conviction in another letter



to John Danvers:
I understand by Sir Francis Nethersole’s letter, that
he fears I have not fully resolved of the matter,
since this place (the post of Public Orator) being
civil may divert me too much from Divinity, at which,
not. without cause, he thinks, I aim; but, I have wrote

him back, that this dignity, hath no such earthiness

in it, but it Ayt 211 be joined with Heaven.'®

However, Herbgrt®s  attédy terve God through service to
J

1\% His original perception

narch J1ike James I was tested when a

the Crown soon é
of serving a peag
crisis in the land and Spain dissolved
the earlier trgh : - _ 584 "on, March 23, 1623 and war
between these twg | n the Parliament of 1624,
the wvisions o K rbert. and his Cambridge
friend, Nicholas d by the powerful militant

stand of Prince Cha o friends fought a lost fight.

Parliament yole es  fo I against. Spain and Ferrar’s
Virginia Compdny r-*:i:"‘ April 1624. Facing

the same fat.e,‘
) ) ‘o . O/ :

.:ame;, hﬂHqu:ﬂ%nﬂm qa‘ﬂﬁj: 12251::&1‘]:::

RN IR TANGTRE"

HJ; liament.. Around that

Herbert. and Ferrar left

On November 3 of that year, the
Archbishop of Canterbury granted a special dispensation allowing
John Williams, Bishop of Lincoln, to ordain Herbert a deacnﬁ.

Determined to hold his idealism in the face of such realities,

** wall 19.
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he returned to the Church, the source of that idealism, for
ecclesiastical employment. He began his diaconate at Llandinam,
Montgomeryshire, sometime between early November and early
December of 1624. Parallel to Herbert, Ferrar turned to the life
of the Christian community, at Little Gidding. A few months
later, King James I died. .

The following six years were a kind of long retreat for

Herbert.. He had to examin® Wapyy conflicts within himself, about

should pursue tHe™Etudies 'nfw and enter into sacred
orders. As a dgae® e he \\"\Tu\\ himself into stricter

devot.ional pracifiGes o b i § ervices of Morning and

' Evening Prayer, 4@ Herbert. visited Little

Gidding three ecclesiast.ical protector

for Ferrar’s comy 626, Herbert was installed

G

as a canon of Linfo ?f h -- shop Williams also put the
stone church at eight 51 Bro | under Herbert’s care. This

‘stone church had + down for twenly, years.

Herbert. “i; Whiere his Court friends

I

asked about his alut.inn to become a pnt.. He replied:

.fﬂ the Domestick

@ ants nmm Heaven, $hc:-u1d be of the

q Wﬁtﬁ mﬂ miguﬂ m&a}ﬂiniﬂuity of
the late Tim v

e made Clergy-men meanly valued, and
the sacred name of Priest contemptible; yet I will
labour to make it honourable, by consecrating all my
learning, and all my poor abilities, to advance the
glory of that God that gave them; knowing, that I can
never do too much for him, that hath done so much for

me, as to make me a Christian. And I will labour to be
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like my Saviour, by making Humility lovely in the eyes

of all men, and by following the merciful and meek

example of my dear Jesus.

Taking full responsibility for the decaying parish church
under his care, Herbert immediately approached his associates
for collections for the restoration. He received good

cooperation from his friends as well as from the people of that

church according to the Anglican

Y.

-‘ : . )
ew; , were a little distant
et e ‘an equal height; for he

locality. He reconst
doctrine of that t..

should neither have a
he other: but that Prayer

useful. . . and have an

After the reg@nstfiiclion of thelparish church, Herbert fell
ill with sharp quotiGfsr & So as to recover from the

sickness, hel)s I ts sliire which was the house

of his -=i-"t'“r ‘ord’ Danvers. Around this

II- rl'
time, he w r"‘l a consoling and enco "u'_- letter to his sick
¢
ol ﬁ?liﬂ Mmﬁ is stepfather which
onT: ter t e of his mother, seemed
=

| ¢ Y
AR ey
{:Einuad o stay with the Danvers till, in 1629, he decided to

marry Jane Danvers, the daughter of a cousin of Lord Danvers.

Izaak Walton gives a detailed account of how the couple married.

"® walton 1@2.

*® walton 103.
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T.S. Eliot described their marriage straightforwardly as: "It
was a happy marriage."'’

About. three months after his marriage, Herbert underwent -
another sharp conflict within himself when he could not make a
decisive choice about whether or not he should accept
appointments of a c¢lerical nature. It so happened that after a

month of Herbert’'s indecision, King Charles I and his courtiers

dg. Mr. Arthur Woodnot.. Izaak

’ — Y J
Walton reported ™ ENEt"Dr. 11% then Bishop of London,
"did the next da grt., That the refusal of it

/ \‘\\\\\ 1638, Bishop Davenant

-]

was a sin. \
of Salisbury napéd \\“\ of Lhe parish church of st.
Peter’s Fugglestghe :" \\\ St. Andrew’s Bemerton,
which is a mild ffow g4l \ ‘- wday 19 September Herbert
was ordained a pright b Bisho enant. in Salisbury Cathedral.
Having -;‘?ﬁ service to the Crown and given
himself for th th Sh'8S. & priest gave Herbert a
sense of fUM) ed*iis contentment to Mr.

U

Woodnot, in ‘"—

g £ ¢ I WTW‘EI'TH E

about. heaq; a priest, Sﬂ,ﬁfl

IMTHM NI T, o

night. of his ind,uct.im as the parish priest of

more happy than if I had attain’d what then I so

Y rs, Eliot, George Herbert ( London: Longmans, Green

& Co., 1962) 11.
" Archbishop of Canterbury under Charles 1I.

' walton 109.
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ambitiously thirsted for: And, I can now behold the Court
with an impartial Eye, and see plainly, that it is made
up of Fraud, and titles, and Flattery, and many other
such empty, imaginary painted Pleasures . . . I will now
use all my endeavours to bring my Relations and
Dependants to a love and relyance on him, . . . above all,

"I will be sure to live well, because the vertuous life

of a Clergyman, i \;“ .f/ powerful eloquence to perswade
all that seewit reipfliege’ and love, and at least, to

—

. wﬁm I will do, because I

O

I know ugel* £/ /4 \\\ ath more need of good

desire to”

examples ech him that my humble
and chag pon others, as to bring
glory tom @ proud of his service,
that T wil

iow o I wil

and obey, and do his will
birth, or any title or
or dignity » ferr’d upon me, when I shall
Pl g &) Priest, and servant

For Herbe who, as:cnrding to™ T.S. Eliot, was not

e ¢ 1 o wmﬂﬂrm on the contrery.
somewhat haughty; proud o oent. and social posit.mn. and,

A RTR I R INEAR =

the gresolutions would not
However, Herbert did keep his word. He lived the short

remaining years of his life so holily, so full of charity,

® walton 118-11.

® Eliot 13.
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humility and other Christian virtues that his eldest brother,
Lord Edward Herbert of Chirbury, wrote in his autobiography,
"his 1life was most holy and exemplary; insomuch, that about
Salisbury, where he lived, beneficed for many years, he was
little less than sainted."®' Izaak walton had this to say:

that it deserves the eloquence of St. Chrysostom to

commend and declare it! A life, that if it were

related by is, there would than be no need

for th k into times past for the

, rxtw for t.he;.r might be all

inistry, Herbert attended

to the needs Jo iy “partshi oiers achively and faithfully. He
explained inspiring sermons,
administered worship, made  his

parishioners undefstasd they prayed, and observed

all liturgical cele ' C actices prescribed by the Book

of Common Praje " il 2rany Land musical ingenuity,
; Y

Herbert e V- ‘ lier, composed many
| [I'

more sc :'- poems, and organized them into a volume called

Tb,e Qtvlm \m ist.ian education
from t.heq: to t grave aid f mn of teaching the

TR TR g T
live 1. e and carry out his ministry in a book called

A

———— - _— -

" Edward Herbert, "Autobiography," George Herbert: The

Critical Heritage, ed. C.A. Patrides (London: Routledge & Kegan

Paul, 1983) 66.

*% Wwalton 110.
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Priest to the Temple or The Country Parson: His Character,

and Rule of Holy Life, a book considered standard for Anglican

priests for a long time. Not only did he edify his fellow
priests and ministers to better their lives, but. . .
by that inward devotion which he testified constantly
by an humble behaviour, and visible adoration, he

like -J-::uaa!.m,"II . . . brought most of his Parishioners

and many Ge men) ih the Neighbourhood, constantly to
regation twice a days and
s Parish, did so live and
-~ they would let their Plow
aints-Bell rung to Prayers,
r devotions to God with
sk Lo their Plow. e

Meanwhile, uldl unders anding and support from
his wife who becdlie & —tess— n han her husband in terms of
charitable works fopll

fo unate in that parish. He also

beautified [(the el and re yafiirch and the parsonage

at. Bemerton' ‘V H‘

. 9

w1t.h Nicholas Ferrar,

his Canhrldg who had been

o ﬂ‘?ﬂﬂmﬁfm ey g
ﬁm@m Fivimioh (MG D

———————— e —

f riend med deacon by' Bishop

Josua succeeded Moses who was the spiritual and
political leader in the Israelite exodus from the land of Egypt
in the thirteenth century B.C.

*? walton 119.

W "
or Tuberculosis.
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An Outline of George Herbert's Life. Contemporary events.

1593 Born on April 3.

1596 His father, Richard, died.

1597 Richard Hooker's Laws of
Ecclesiastical Polity published.

1598 'Magdalen, his mother, moved

her family from Mopf
Castle to Oxfen

came to lnOWIBH

1688 st. India Company
Death of Hooker.

1681 Magdalen g rebellion and execution.

to Charl Elizabethan Poor Law. Lancelot
ves appointed Dean of

1603 ath of Elizabeth I; accession

o4 of James | 1663-25) .
1684 After ol dbirt. conference failed

tuition S hme, Herbert.

'ﬁ'ﬁgm:dmwmm
ARIIIHUN NN Y

Neale, t

t.ﬁ recontile the Puritans.

Ireland, the Headmaster

of the school.
1685 Elected a scholar of Gunpowder Plot failed. Bacon's
the School. Advancement. of Learning published.

1688 Gained a King's Scholarship Milton born.
and moved to Trinity Robert Cecil created Earl of
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1618

1611

1613

1615

168186

1618

1619
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College, Cambridge. Salisbury, appointed Lord
Dr. Nevil, Dean of Treasurer.
Canterbury and Master of
Trinity College, was his
close supervisor.

Magdalen married Sir John Danvers.

‘Herbert sent two sonnets Galileo reports on his telescopic

to his mother. iew of the heavens.

Graduated s
Art and cg
for the deggreg

of Divinit

March 15, e

Fellow of the

Obtained his MA dBgFee; - beath of Shakespeare.

Chosen|_ - :on appéipted Lord Chancellor.
unive !r‘! i

in rhetor c. .

ﬁﬁmm i
ﬂrﬂ;‘ﬂfur the University

QRN T IR T =

1621

1622

1623

Donne appointed Dean of St. Paul.
Marvell born.

Henry Vaughan born.

Pascal born. Charles and Buckingham
went to Madrid. The first
Shakespeare Folio published.



1624

1625

1626

7T

Elected as a Member of England declared war on Spain.

Parliament.. Ordained The French marﬁ}age treaty was
deacon in November or ratified.
December.
Accession of Charles I (1625-42).
Charles I married Henrietta Maria
of France. Nicholas Ferrar
ettles at Little Gidding in
&ingd&n&hire.
—
July 5, i : er’s basilica completed.
canon of b

‘Deatheaf Bacon.
e v Lancelot Andrewes.
William

church at. &
-y ¥

Bromswold e .

#‘d‘ﬂ
L
Herbert.'s S, e
.I'"' tf,. “w:a

He reconstructed &he

dﬂmﬂ,ﬂ' _"‘li Q

the ‘I s for the

. FEnringins

=

ingham assassinated.

TRV TN g 5

1629 Married Jane Danvers. Edict. of Restitution. Parliament

was dissolved and not summoned

again until 1648,

1638 April 26, named rector

of St. Peter’s,
Fugglestone and



St. Andrew’s, Bemerton
hy Bishop Davenant of
Salisbury. Bishop
Davenant ordained him a
priest. on Sunday,

19 September.
1631

1832

1633

‘ ':'.! U
AULINENINYINT
RIANTAUNNING 1A Y
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