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CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION

Agamemnon, s are men descended from

different familieswam of Greece. They met

disasters of 4if afdemet them with varying

kinds of action. ahdiffer was that they

were kings possess water and when the

gods punished thgh Sl of BEM\Efinally succumbed to the

\
will of the gods) =\b\‘a e with courage and

determination. = Thgh their lives, their

prestiges, their fut their beliefs in line of

duty towards tlk e of EEReE they ruled and in

1 2

so doing rEV"ﬂe f@afideur and heroism

. !
rivalled only b Ja very few in the cou¥se of the history of
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gods and though the punishment meted them was unwarranted

and harsh to the extreme, they met those punishments without

a tremor of hesitation. One of them, King Oedipus, had the
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courage to punish himself over and beyond the pre-ordained

penalties prescribed by the gods.

In confrontation with the gods, Agamemnon, was caught

dilemmas that may still be

|/ eying one or a group of
-ld

#od sevewelly by another group of

in a vise of exquisite agany
unequalled to the pr;ixb
the gods, he wnu1-4?%;“"‘
gods. In every acti hat he faces, he met

this kind of "no made his choice and

9\‘ “

stand as landmark gfciisidne  iadel! \vn'under duress which

».} ’ -
shows man at the heéiglit o5 5 He was not rewarded by
L s

the gods who wanted ‘?h' = eS enacted but was dealt

lived up to his rest Y, and was destroyed

inevitably. The es that he made will

with by the ot[ig these very acts

1y
— - g

.rd

of defiance towawfl

) |
Oedipus ﬁ 5 pre-ordained
by the ‘ﬂ'ﬂﬂel ﬂﬂ‘m ﬂﬂhorregous crimes of
parrici p1 ould even
contempl ﬁ Q§Djmﬁmmees of the gods from

the very instant he discovered it, which took him away from

his foster-country right back to the country of his birth

where fate awaited him. Here again, we see him using every
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minute strength of cerebral strength to prove the gods'
predictions false but in vain. It was when the reversals
were 1revealed that Oedipus showed his mettle. It was the

time when he showed the world at large that he was a truly

heroic and tragic figurg) with unequalled grandeur.

He punished himselfig of extraordinary depths

of degradation withwsels= iggpe=elT -banishment and self-

exhibition so that secognize such crimes of

magnitude are gi i dd -3 pal ki e It takes a man of

extraordinary coufagh MO al \Shah to undergo such

%

degradations and ofhall the world to see.

Oediipus was such -aﬁ\ e final sacrifice of

\

his good name and his country the final

act of his benevolence

Pentheus' god who did not

14
% such. He remains i ”ngnito as a means of

s =
i:urnes does not

punishing ﬁﬁﬁp‘jﬂ mwﬁ

come into @lay when dealing with gods ﬂ the time, but
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religi eader with all the power he possessed. It would
°q

declare himself

have been very straight-forward to have declared himself a
deity and everything would have ended the way Dionysus

wanted, but that was not to be. Instead it was like baiting
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a mortal in a "cat-and-mouse game" of the god. It was quite
unlikely that Pentheus would give in to Dionysus' way, even
if he had known immediately that the orgiastic cult 1leader

was a god and it was the new way of new religious fervour

that would sweep the cougl for years to come.

He would sti he good of his country.

It was his bounden_g 2 for his country and

he would very g it was arete of the

first degree and B o would like to "take

%

possession of the oWld not like to see his

country degraded w tinghtheir homes lusting in

the woods, and me tderly clutching at any

women they see. It ws to the levels of animals
and the bestiglisf aia not . € but with the final
: ?;ivering flesh of

™ rit
I l
|
‘_,

Fentheus. like"

devouring of

sacrificial anim “#any other sane man,

would hav ely libellious
acts of ho:ﬂﬁmﬂgjﬂzﬂﬂth arj'en ref.rained from
1ndulqﬂwﬂaqﬁ?mrﬂﬁ:¢1fgrﬂ from the

micrea but went into the fra h detarmlnatlon as an
act of duty towards his misled subjects. All of this was
done not for personal gain and egoistic claims. It was

purely a self-less act which shows the true spirit of man

and the call of duty.
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All the above heroes of the Greek masters have shown
the tragic spirit in its essential grandeur and few men can
attain the arete they have won. It is thus an awe-inspiring

spectacle of man's greatest moments seen through the works

of the greatest artists tlig had ever known. It gives

the Western world an scholars and students of
literature, what times of trials and

tribulations, Ipd strain and see the

0 _‘._";‘ i
it :?H“m, uch moments. The

¢ --\;as that they did all

greatness and ¢t
common ﬂenominét

they could for the .;"“~f; AlAN/exe not rewarded by the
gods for it. Mharsh lesson for the
audience to realiz f fate is such and it
might not be benefiﬁenﬂﬁgiéiﬁf ‘the sufferer. It might

compensate in 41 ; 1y ba expected. It

\ Y

FGys on eanth and
H |
J Yod--which was what

happened ir m 3 ﬁnrﬂ just be a moral
that = 9‘0

ending to aﬂnw anger is no easily averted

e RN f‘(‘é“fﬂ”ll 7l ?1’]"'8“1 gy erneiess

might reward

it
4
4

might heap lau? as

beflttlng a

playwr s showed the audience in the course of
their heroes' sufferings, what man could attain by way of
tragic heights. The heroic spirit, the grandeur of man's

immortal aspirations and achievenments were shown by these
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Greek masters and the world as a whole benefitted from their
acts and strife the same way the Greek audiences of the
fifth century B.C. gained from these tragedies--the tragic

Sense.

Muller sums up

To me,
cof ou
enough.
whatevet
as far

e deepest sense
fore spiritual
peofit from it,
ertainly valiad
S\Aife goes. It
sizes Mfor religious
faith, ' gwdu 3 that men must
face upl 4 ihe Al s to be firm,
mature " a =3 Bl It also makes for
sensitivefiegs % CMexcesses of all
faiths, 't} - - S ruptions of all
ideals--in ref particularly, to
the rugged, ale individualism that
has batten~':fﬁh%ﬂgm gf freedom, and the
bigotfy EEO0USndSs that have
[lour ettt \" 8. It may
deepernds N at has been
one enﬂl @ic writer may
most arly realize the 1dea “mission of the
artist SEFEEd by Joseag Conrad:

RBAENG, o
e of pity, and
beauty ang pain: t tha latenh,feeling

- d to

U g

rit at n1ts ogather the

loneliness of innumerable hearts, to the
solidarity in dreams, in joy, in sorrow,

in aspirations, in allusions, in hope,
in fear, which binds men to each other,
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which binds together all humanity--the
dead to the living and the living to the
unborn." 1

Whether 1later writers have accomplished the ideal

mission as set forth foryd writers by Joseph Conrad,

L;‘-‘Fritics and readers will

remains still under 4i

support their ideal, me might demur. What

every critic and™Tezafeaudut wWibleheartedly is the fact
that the ancient Greafk ¢ “?3 Tﬁ?ﬂucd accomplished this
mission with fiyi O Jofit's BAith Hamilton in The Greek
Way suggests a” wal -?;-;‘V : 40, the ancients have

achieved with th mankind in the modern

world:

We campg Y reek pr jt of wview;
thE 5 .:,‘.;:':..;m:; - thﬂir Visiﬂn
are ngh E%t time never
turn bawi~* : 9Lely so. The deep
integrafion of the idea of Whe individual

gained through the ce ries since Greece can
¥

never st . aftgi ’ nce made
ge ru | (e} H ] ﬁ ’t.tﬂh than the
Greg oMl ach ug a greater

Knowledge of indjvidual %ts. I can

£ gwe
o ‘ °-h | own
ARG ERD AT

tragic poets of old saw, that what is of any
importance in us is what we share with all,
then there will be a new distribution in the

———-—n-————-q-—-———--—-——-—rh-———q.-—q-.q.-———.

2Herbert J. Muller, The 8§ t edy, (Oxford:

Oxford University Press, 1983), pp. 286-287.



113

scales and the balance held so evenly in
those great days of Greece may be ours as
well. The goal which we see ourselves
committed to struggle toward without method
or any clear hope, can be attained in no
other way: a wprld where no one shall be
sacrificed agaimSt 5 will, where general
expediency whieh pind of mankind, and

: ) 2@ being which is the

¢ & heari=flemankind, shall be
reconcil | —

magnificence of ms The greatness

\". iSiﬂ .

of man as refle made in times of

crises, shows tha G ey 3 &roic with unequalled

grandeur. The tragi hefo with arete can really

"take possession of th It is a concept worthy

of noting in (s GaMbofly wish that the
e

]

recanciliatiﬂn“ﬂa o

mankind be effetted withaut any undue

e BB ITETANEIN T
Q‘W’] ANNIUNRTIINE QY

th the spirit of

i¥

delay and pray for

——— e o o o

2 Eaith Hamilton, The Greek Wav, (New York: W.W.Norton &
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