CHAPTER FOUR

EURIPIDES AND THE BACCHAE
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34’ hup and was ready to
o "\}\\i  and grapple with

religious problems 'jf;i ‘E '-i § given place to other

of tragedy: a
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resumed with un?ﬁ;
|

€w rationalistic doctrif

M1 was given by the
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Thoughtful gpn were now seriausly ccntemplatinq the problem

:h ihuim:a ﬂﬁqu?mq aﬂzraled from

veil of traditional piety; and

development of

Buripides, applying the new critical standards to old
questions must have felt as if all that have been previously

written on the subject must now be rewritten. From time
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immemorial, mythical tradition had been the only possible
material for poetry. Aeschylus and Sophocles had breathed
their wvery life into it, and its characters were given to

work. Euripides, however, did not think and write of

mythology alone.

3 . .J 1
1ed QQrealities of life as

they were Kknown symbolic of the

attitude of d historic age to

mythology that -kan Thucydides, who

held that to sea \do away with myths.

Jaeger in his Pajagl gl T [deals of Greek Culture
elucidates:
This R ¥ :-1red medical
_;' x ‘ nvestigation.
Eurip%€e @t deliberately
worked'; = ne EIE that poetry
should™epict reality as “he s it; and since
the mythi 1 tradltl were at hand, he used

ties as he
umwmwmmmw
EE sagas to suit the i1deas and the hopes
of his own genatation? had not gSophocles
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seemed to have ed long ago in late epic
poetry, been amazingly revived in fifth-
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century drama through the transfusion of
living blood into pale ghostly bodies of a
vanished age?l

The most influential of the Greek tragedians on later

poets, especially on the Elizabethans; was

Euripides. His portuy hero could be found in

many of his extan important of them is

The Bacchae, the - ik \play: Which was written after

his exile im Ma sthumously. It was

\*
widely acclaimed '“_Hmasterpiece. Muller

in his The sir

For me ﬁ{:‘-‘-‘f%" of  Euiripides as a

tragic pDEt'ﬁﬁﬁ%Ezg' mall body of work, in

part _ul:

In this p'?ﬂ-. :ﬂ tility and wine on

eus, the Theban kingjin the other, were on

ﬂ‘IJEI’J'VIEWlﬁWEI']ﬂ’i
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Werner Jaeger, trans Gilbert Highet, Paideia: The

one side and Pen®

. (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1945), pp. 342-343.
2Herbert J. Muller, T edy, (Oxford:

Oxford University Press, 1983), pp. 103-104.



87

opposite sides of a confrontation. Where Dionysus, a cousin
of Pentheus, represents a new religion of modern and radical
concepts of what should be the true embodiment of beliefs in

man, Pentheus 1is the conservative, cautious and strictly

unbending ruler who wig 5 authourity to uphold the

status quo and wil “‘gs that are tested and
found not only but also not
detrimental to g, of the state and

established relig

Dionysus was s his special gift to
men, but he was ‘ \\ growth of vegetation
and of animals, £ MEndQus vitality of the

bull. Lucas gic Poets

explains the

process of Diohyk

VA* -

The pPocess of his warship' as no decorous
ceremonifil, as withgthe established Olympian

AN BINT IR

victim and a sacramental meal of the
raw and bleedihg fleshgn which e god's

o B T O T Voo A2 TR 5

accompaniments of this worship, and since
women were conspicous among the god's
votaries the opposition of authority to what
was regarded as a licentious orgy is easily
understood.

—— s T —— —— —

3 D.W.Lucas, G ets, (London: Cohen &

West, 1950), p. 190.
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Greek legend contained a number of stories of the
invasion of Dionysus and of the punishment of those who
offered resistance to the commands of the new gods. These

stories are probably a piece of genuine folk memory but

Lucas maintains that a did enter Greece in these

vears, and after a: mise was reached, and a

__-i'

= s @among the accepted

gods; and that h 4/ Deiphi Wikh ipollo, and perhaps

somewhat tamed
gave him the orac ' Piaicl Delphi "Mas celebrated.

The rejectig own kin and his

subsequent vengeanc or a dramatist, and

others  beside Aes ady wused it. Lucas

envisages that EBuripides: aft ¢ioni may have been drawn to

the subject byl : @chila, where on the
fd-wWas less restricted
T

than in Greek praﬁJr Abandonment of

o TN
R TN TN Y o

conscio@sness, the pri ve can suggest a release from many

barbarian frinde®

q
i |
and emasculated™

wearisome complications. Euripides, however, did not seem
to be advocating the cause of mass emotion and the

submergence of individuality which were the prelude to the
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bloody rites of Bacchus. It did not seem altogether true
also, that Euripides made the primitive ecstasy of the
Bacchanal the theme of his play. It was a vastly different

theme that Euripides in all his mastery portrayed--the

controversies of his time 2

man's attempts to resolve the
conflicts, the trialsiang)
human endurance of mortals under the

god's pressure.

The CHét d fone g rdshan, W6 describes the

miracul et € i the Maenads on
Citha ). with vellous force
and sym A e rod 53 LR& the happiness,
and 5 ; o] e r@hipper made one
with the - SRl sl yECH Beld disregard for
convent 3 7 ides introduces
ideas whigh —ssc ne acel among the savages
who rece Qe indl revelations of
Dionysus. contest between faith

and reasan e Ty’ ar, ationalism as
a sgl) ; as T to exist for
some ,,;; _-_. ‘ ntroduces the
cont "double aspect;
first 'ie a ad 1cn, with the

claim ko posses truths reveaTed in the first

1nstan¢qr the gnds and reason which sets

at can and
Eqﬂ sprationalism
mgloye the Ge:ence af traditian to

explaln away fWhose  papfs which gby their
q RIS AT STV oo
oas hesitate represent the

rellglan of Dinnysus as a new faith in a new-
born god and, in the same breath, as a
traditional belief so0 old as to be "coeval
with time" 4

e . o

4 Lucas, pp. 191-192
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It would be obvious even to a casual observer, that the
new religion of Dionysus, with its revelry and orgiastic
rituals, could not meet the norms accepted by the Greeks of

the day. Even though Dionysus was the product of the rowyal

House of Thebes and of almighty of the gods, this

very fact remained he members of the royal
1 . : 1 —ge _ -,

household The W fs REemes ife of Zeus and the

aunts of the

Dionysus' deificg

facet of the genu

Even though th#¥s; Srshof the king were being
punished sevarely'b s very reason, the form
of punishment was the enjoyment of the

ritualistic orglk 1 S88Mm Lo Pentheus that his
W ) .
aunts were als-‘ﬂh ¥ ’ who are indulging

i i

in strange, outl® dish, and unnrthndox j‘r:t:-.*ss of worship.

In reaﬂty, mnysusﬂhn come gj:v]reeae a long time ago
“ FRTRINT IIWT‘J"HE‘I Brege cuee

the tige the play was written. But new faiths still
presented themselves advertising bliss for their votaries
here and hereafter. The growing inadeduacy of the old state

religion gave an opening both to sceptism and to more potent
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superstitions, 3just as was the case in Rome four centuries

later, which fact was pointed ocut by Lucas.

In this connection, the same phenomenom was experienced

_sub-continent about five

centuries before Christian Messiah when

the world experiene -wguié_'preaahing which was

directly opposite ation beliefs of the

Hindus and was o ature that the royal

families of the kg fefivouna i ing of Enlightenment

which ineluded s} families, refused to

accept Him and his to come. Likewise,

about a millenium M atsc

appeared in the Hiﬁdlag

to his votarichk ” At.) Again this new

revolutionary Prophet

which again promised bliss

Vo

the staid cons®

religion, whie d, was rejected by

"and accepted only

centuries ﬂﬂﬁ’fjkﬂﬁmw ET.‘!TTT\?CL&S of the old

state relig@on have a way of giving birth to revclutianary

g RN I NA I N e

the acc@pted beliefs of the future. Hinduism gave birth to

vatives of the regio

Buddhism in India,which was itself nurtured by the old faith
until the parting. Judaism gave way to Christianity and

thence to the Islamic faith. Both the latter faiths
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accepted the o0ld Testament as Scriptures while introducing
new and revolutionary concepts which are distinctly novel

and different from all that went before them.

g the Hellenistic world at

L cinus of such cults as
.#

uuld be after them.

that time and most’

all rulers were
. ‘\ﬁ.

Buripides may havagsT cofted ‘hat aefuture belonged to the

mystery religiousgd® L ' nds e ;H“a~d this point:

Quite pgh & H{n his last years
Athens Mugk = (e bat's e 3 MuMber of Eastern
Gods,  jicuadtit —“Cul Attis, Bendix,
Adonis, And pla A3als he latter an
unhelleniz@ FEET 5 BUS . In any case,
his last Greod® [t111 more haunting in

a historica 5 It harked back to
the _comi - Bigh n whose name Greesk

tragedh FOBE . . uuj leralédd) the mighty
histg Ve fy") the eventual
triund eligions, or
specififal fg-godllof the ancient

Tk tragedy died.?

AUYANYNITNYINT

Euripidg¢s would thus be a harbinger of new religions

e ﬁ”wqﬁﬁ“ﬂ"ﬁmﬁlw‘lﬂﬂ‘ﬂ"fﬁﬁ“ Sy

least to millinnia to come. t did arrive also, the

ritual™dramas, with which Greé

rulers of the state did not welcome new concepts and

SMuller, pp. 106-107.
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behaviour, with open arms. The encroachments of new ideas
were resisted and the preachings scoffed at. The rulers of
the "civilized world" looked down on the new Messiahs and

Their followers. Buddha and his monks were treated 1like

beggars by the kings states and Christ and the

Disciples were me way by Middle East
rulers. The hat the Messiah of
Christianity was ¢ wllowers hounded out ;t
many states until tycenturies later when
Christianity beca @ved in those states.
Buddha was not tredtafl Fity. Je@tNidtil many years later,
and during that perfitg contempt as a beggar
with a begging bolE f harmful theories of
proselytizing religiion g the multi-tiered levels
of society in L Gad ndi: Mohamed was also
not taken serddl '}‘; hunted down for

- -
II h [
| ¥

heresy and had teo flee for his 1ife quite

Intoleﬂnu te‘]y]ts andEJ fljlmizatinn of the
“ﬂ“*wma‘ﬁnﬁ‘;umwm Ny =

Eripide act of the times and would continue

a few times.

for many centuries. Euripides foretold the dire
consequences of such confrontations, the frictions that

would entail such occurrences and the resolution of the
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clash of wills. The confrontation between Dionysus and
Pentheus was the outcome of such diametrically opposite
points of views and beliefs. Pentheus' first impression of

the new religion was the orgiastic revelry of his kith and

kin (especially the womenfiolk he court jester's attire of
his aged grandtath-f;m_ﬁ } e @d soothsayer and general
consultant to the™em --i T = FE"Edhittedly planning to
join the revelry), flowing locks and
feminine beauty o} aim of Pentheus was

te eliminate suchifa w;éinur. It was the
most important and , VV-!1 wlals \‘ct that confronts the
new religion wit the Greek world was
facing daily during BEuripides highlighted
man's attempt to resat iis and in so doing showed
the triumphs kfal's conflict with

the unequally "8 his defeat. The

u-l

defeat of Penthe-é in no way retlects 1%

ominy or cowardice,

but highliﬂﬂﬁqmﬁw?wﬂﬁﬂﬁr his people for

whom he 1a1dudawn his

qwas most unfortunate from the original meeting that
both sides namely Dionysus and Pentheus,considered employing
force as a means of subjugating each other. Pentheus tries

to dimprison the new messiah who is propagating the new
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faith, while the new cult leader reveals the powers inherent
in him and now bestowed to the groups of his followers.
These manifestations of his powers could be seen in the

miraculous episodes revealing the supernatural properties of

the cult. These magica ies alone would have made a

lesser man than -»__"_'"_- L d accept the geod. On

the contrary, it madewpe S, thiemeenservative,all the more

NN

suspicious. It ral for a man 1like

Fentheus to shy ay# orcerers who wanted

to colonise his j e prepared to resist

AN
\

fo® the confrontation with

the unknown force

Dionysus also ghme=g: :
e

his cousin. From the n was clear that he expects

A
i
i

to be ill-treatch : 11 @Bl jaction, though not
. L)
™. .Grube in his The

guotes one of the pla¥y's passages in which

in detail, nfilr

Drama of Euripi

Dionysus Sﬁmﬁjﬂ Bwi{wﬂjn?hould seek in

anger and bquorce arms to drive cchantes from the

hills,q» qiﬂqmtﬁwqﬁwqﬁ;ﬂaenads in

battle.q rube explains at length the attitude of Dionysus

b |

|
W
i

from the outset:

Dionysus is proudly insisting that he shall be
recognised and worshipped in Thebes at all
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costs, but he has not decided that the cost
must be high. His concern is to establish
himself in Thghas and pass on. Only if
opposition to him is violent and unyielding,
if Pentheus resorts to force against the
Bacchants, will the god array himself against
the king. He has not worked out a plan, for,
when he is finally defied, he will adopt very

different and, Wéf ruel means to bring
Pentheus to.» ‘P fthe god's greatness
there is o i J fLaour feeling about
the outcon pbrehension rather
than horrer rerrible side of the

benign & thE™pagkground. b

Pentheus' al beliefs and wild

orgiastic rituall on the grounds of

- \\\ er of the state to

ts from spreading,

pragmatism. It

forbid such unte

even though it migh Rtﬁfcﬂ—. : ing. In another aspect of

the working of _Pe heould be envisaged that

such a blaadtiiﬁ-~w~~~~ lﬁfnk warm blood and

eat the morsels f; qut , su-j\ bed flesh could be
a god, is hlghlm( robable igy his mind. was animal

traits of ﬁ]u&.’g e mﬁw&.}’m‘j it could never

be that of a god. It caild not gyen be a ciggilized human

setna. & WIS N b B HAAABNE A8 B accsoeans

infarlor being was to bring disaster on him. But even if he

—_—— e e — ——

6 G.M.A.Grube,The Drama of Euripides, (New York:
Barnes & Noble Inc. 1941), p. 401.
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had known that this was his nemesis, Pentheus would not have
given way. That is what made this king superior and heroic.

It was also the very way that Euripides would have liked us

to remember his hero. The ,way that Euripides strove to
expound his ideas of d the conflict that made
up this play coudkd the words of Edith

Hamilton:

He wo : , und@r ‘ar ; rumstances, in
no age T =\m~ a-iefly pitiable.

Indee P \\ ‘F ption with him.

He had t c D \\ ich faces what
is

\‘\ lock back to
‘1‘\ even more than

v ed JAES ble work is the
convictionyl thethum beillgs are capable of
grandeur, e at™ amIty met greatly is
justified. protest against the
facts_ o o be found in him

than 3 U BuEERLLY  a totally
diff{;;~“—~----~ ﬁ;ath awakens
neitheE |

...Aesiﬁyl s disr fed U the current
religi Euripides direct attacked it.
Again again hey £ hnws up the geds in

eption of
E;? Eq by meanest
m ives; terlr nferior a e human beings

the:.r bring disabter upons, and he will have

o WG Fad Ghdedd Ve g TAEhed B e,

Long since my heart has known it false.

God if he be God lacks in nothing.

All these are dead unhappy tales.
His final rejection, "If gods do evil then
they are not gods," is essentially a
rejection of man's creating God in his own
image, a practice that was to hold the world



98

for centuries after him and is today more
common than not. S0 can a master mind
outstrip the ages. 7

Pentheus, Euripides' hero, had a twofold duty in this

case. It was not stubhde@if@gs, and unbending egotism that

made him fight a de ere very great and even
though Dionysus di urﬁh;;h‘as a god,the miracles
* that he and his foll 33.C1 sdishould point the way to

their superhuman "st%duty as a defender of

the established f 4 ‘on | .&f K{ities accepted up to
: \

that time. They d8 1Tike Jehovah, and His

LY
‘\\ g obeisance to rivals,

4

Successors, and if
especially to those . !?:Li'“: o Bheir throng, they would
have destroyed him withe cy. It was not indicated

te him by |

Dionysus was V Ef¥inger with flowing

I I":

golden locks and*girlish good looks in ¥hebes now was a true
¢
representatﬁeu EI “?1 H %’w EJ’ID ﬁha absence of
irrefutable qproo :3 his JZlure, entheus had to keep an
, ¢ o o/
AR AT N IINIR Y
q

e e e L L T ———

AL om Olympus that

7Edith Hamilton, The Greek Way, (New  York:
W.W.Norton, 1983), p. 204.
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The other duty that was imposed upon him by the
traditional 1law of sovereignty was that his subjects would
accept beliefs that were approved by him as defender of the

faith. Any error of Jjudgment on his part would have

rendered the uneducateg ive people of his realm a

victim of unscrupulg It was thus his duty
to safeguard from such perils
which would have an imposter at the
highest religious af his beloved people
becoming "lotos es milies and revelling
incessantly and of his womenfolk
through "mass hypn be seen in the first

words of his appears:

g, jhome to frisk

in [ ckets on the
moun e &, the 1latest
divinigy, ° -:u-l whoever he may
be! I"their midst stand bow®s brimming with
wine. then, one one, the women wander

i Ny ‘WETW? WBTS = ™
SRARLAE IUBITNYAR Berscr o

the morals of his feminine subjects, but also the

—— e ——

8 William Arrowsmith, trans. "The Bacchae" in Greek
Tragedy, eds. David Grene and Richard Lattimore (Chicago:

University of Chicago Press, 1%60),p.202.
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dereliction of duties. They desert their homes and
husbands, they abandon everything in search of lust and this

he could never permit.

As a conscientious a young man with fixed and

high ideals, Penthgi accept this radical
religion of orgiecsym oTa t 1P 'quﬂei:‘ ivorous savagery which
upsets peace an , FAS BEESSeountry, easily and
immediately. - it to his own
satisfaction and that was to affect
his future, his ] \m immediate family and
life, it was his The decision that

he made was made wit gurage-

Dionysus' |k . towar Bhelis, his ostensible
F'_.'-_
i |

rude. Dbsequiofaneas was

ruler, was a and unnecessarily

not warrarfed, but as a king,

Pentheus zsicnysua refused
to offer. “ﬂianrsus, not revaallngm as a god, should
L mmﬂmw ANV
so nEl

own ruler's royal presence. Instead his girlish
good looks and mocking behaviour aggravated their conflict.
Pentheus was a young man and was only human‘ to take offence

of young, girlish and insolent cult leaders. If that was
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his hubris, he was ready to pay for his flaw. He continued
his investigation even to the extent of his dressing up like
a woman. It was supposed by some critics that Dionysus

influenced his mind to effect that change as Pentheus' prim

| have donned on effeminate

. inarg flaw of an heroic
J

Singeespelirient mind. I beg to
| S~ i

@uld rather think that

\

and proper nature cnulg;‘
clothing. Some ‘
king; namely, tha
differ from these

Pentheus, to all by himself, would

have gladly dnné ‘ :? h Eu!E resolution of the

problem was promisegd. l‘ \\ andeur of man's will
even to degrade Fe) £ o “rv-\-\ € and not even for
himself, but for his ';47 E }\ stine and orderly mind
would have shirked _Q Ea iy em  such an ordeal, for

nowhere in they p was | s nfifure shown as a
- lr‘

,.

hermaphrodite. "ﬂ 
!
&he way to his

2nd, mincing and

primping along destru n, never for a

moment knowi quif It was a great
scene 1 @ﬁﬂmﬁ nﬂas an example te show

he wo W ity was.
Even ﬁmagﬁ :im}ﬁﬂj ie trring it is very

probable that he would try and would have done it all over
again once more, given the same chance. Euripides' genius in
portraying such a great character was succinctly pointed out

by Muller:
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The Bacchae could have been written only by
Euripides. Whether or not he conceived it as
his 1last testament to Athens, it is the
supreme testament of his genius as a tragic
poet. Critics have therefore disagreed more
radically over its meaning than any other of
his plays. Some have read it as the 1last
word of Euripdies e rationalist and rebel:
the tragedy of W Biflg Pentheus, a good Greek
who opposed thew g orgiastic religion
of Dionysy gning exhibit of the
injustic- %

-d
Pentheus, al"""# \h iy, ane acting like a true

leader decided

Aices of his decision

was the loss of was not made for

self-glorificatio | \\G\ country and it was
made in the bes .\\‘ ere was no personal
benefit to be gain . ormance of his bounden
duty and every thing every one he loved and
revered were ;j¢;, :E;‘includes his old
grandfather, '| , whojlhad offered him the
throne, and Teres? , the old lend of his grandfather who

. mar@uog@gqymgw@';ﬂ‘;lll N

and venerab counsellor fo the thagne. Theg£horus with

theik Q Nﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁm?%ﬂlﬂ%ﬁ ﬂamt his

antagonlsm towards a deity.

9 Muller pp. 106-107
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The religion of Dionysus corresponds to a fact in human
nature no less ineluctable than the existence of certain
elemental forces among them,the vine, the power of the vine,

the 1life according to nature, with the mellowing or

brutalizing of man. orces, and there is tragedy;

give in to them utt- ansues no less. Not here

Qﬂ with such a theme:
\\\\‘ extant drama. The
\ﬁ;\{\\:h est sense}, wWe saw

\;eni&d and of her who

for the first tim
for in almost
Hippolytus (also
the dinexorable fafe; ’
surrendered to t E \ that transcend reason,

L]

"nemesis follows

Greene in [n  Greek

Thou M e .
ght sums u Vi Y]

e

s-amewhema between{mplete surrender to

W £ instinct

!E£ fﬁ e, law of Zeus
man breaks at his own per this is
nn easy path togfind for als who aregpa longer

RUTEACED S RARRY e

instincts and repressions, Euripides would
persuade wus, can we walk as men who have
attained to our full stature, as men who have
learned the meaning of "wisdom".

...Buripides above all feels the stinging
winds of the world about him. Anger he feels
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at the evil, wonder at the good in human
life, and compassion with man's striving to
rise above circumstances.l0

Euripides, together with Aeschylus and Sophocles showed

the world the magnificeg an when faced with a erisis.

The greatness of ma L& a8 the decisions made in
times of crisis sht shat dEn @roic with unequalled
grandeur. Self-sagef Ak ]*-»-ﬂh'squa by these tragic

heroes indicate ot dman spirit. These
characters could -§?E\~resolutiana of the
problems that cor q b "3 a\‘«cauld have evaded the

,

issues whenever pofs: have blamed others

for their quandaries, Eﬁ : hbe Blercoes cited did so, and

none of them escaped gcalities of their fates.

They faced thé d determination.

s el
Wi = AY | !
They struggl e Ay Ldmes with whatever

"
|
*

strength and willﬂthey possessed. Thei

was a destiny that

‘a J
o TURUEIT Efff'gwm? L
with all ZEEir migh hey did, and in so doing showed the

¢ o /s

AW NI TI ATV IN B Tay e ™= e

must h@ve been th ing about these extraordinary men when
he wrote his immortal poem, "Invictus":

B i R —

0yi11iam C. Gresne, M :

Greek Thought, (New York: Harper and Row, 1963), pp. 216-
219,
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INVICTUS

Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,
I thank whatever gods may be

For my unconguerable soul.

of circumstance
ried aloud.
£ chance
Sawed .

In the fell cluteh
I have not winced
Under the bludk ?“,&i
My head is.Dlcody Bid

d tears
s E the| Hol Bathe shade,

:' And Y'et == " ‘{,l AN ! f & a s

O S L0 ] g afraid.

1 yate,
hent the scroll,

ﬂ‘lJEl’WlWlﬁWEl’]ﬂ’a’
RN IUNAIINYINY

—— ———-———.—.—.—_H-.—,H-F_ﬂ--_

1y E.Henley, "Invictus"” in The Golden Treasury, ed.
F.T.Palgrave, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1941), p.

476.
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