CHAPTER THREE

SOPHOCLES AND QEDIPUS REX

The greatness™wod

réand heroism and all

attributes that = 'rtues can be traced
in the tragedie® o r / ek x“ It could be traced
from the advent 8 of Jokeale BAitD-Sts when men starte

cek \Q s h tarted
to define what #Madd ; R :ﬂﬁ‘?*ﬁﬁ N 1‘1 proud possessor of
this set of vipfuell.F. ;;mﬁ $\ \ r interpolated the
workings of the Gfeq Juity and compared the

word arete which has f‘ﬁﬂf Jt-: notation with a number of

—

(b
ELON He said that there was

contemporary wards
no complete ; : .,":'3 in modern English:

its oldest meanffig DE onjfof proud and courtly

morality with warldjg valour. ge insists, however, that the
taes o FLHENY NERIWEANT oy oren
aristacratlc education. ¢ It wasgmised by Homgr a wide

cense ®| Wl BNTLIHLL 2L Y T

of ncn human things--the power of the gods, the spirit and
speed of noble horses. Arete is the real attribute of the
nobleman. The Greeks had always believed that surpassing

strength and prowess were the natural basis of leadership
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and it was impossible to dissociate leadership and arete.
It was natural for the Greeks;, who ranked every man
according to his ability, to use the same standard for the

world in general, which is why they could apply the word

of nobility and ; ra  ff sant sometimes "noble"
and sometimes os ' rﬂ'! pakbl ut it seldom meant
"good"” in the lat P Ard, than arete meant "moral
virtue". In more general ethiecal
sense was discov meenings, the military
connotation and thé ;éﬁﬁﬁ_ ﬁ" lenote the gentlemen who
possess (bothj.4 AN bil£a) standards which
surpass those In Homer,the real
He is judged and

proud to bﬁﬂé?%ﬁ{ww i'}.nd the nobleman

educates offfjers by presenting to them an eternal idea, to

= QRN HAN I NP - e

high r@ce and ancient achievement is partnered by his

mark of a noblem¥ is his sense of du y

knowledge that his pre-eminence can be guaranteed only by
the wvirtues which won it. The aristoi (nobility) are
distinguished by that name from the mass of the common
people: and though there are many aristoi, they are always

striving with one another for the prize of arete.
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The Iliad bears witness to the high educational ideals
of the early Greek aristocracy. It shows that the old
conception of arete as warlike prowess could not satisfy the
poets of a new age: their new ideal of human perfection was

the character which tad\ J}/ Ey of action with nobility

of mind. The inally meant warlike

ProOwWess; which e ater; ag »f{ﬂ_-d no difficulty in

\\ \°‘ be suit its own higher

 « XSQCFQf?}\ 5 acquire a broader
: ?\f\\ i

transforming the

ideals, and

4 %

""l¥f; ?B\\ e is honour. In a

meaning to suit

An essential
primitive society if rom merit and ability.
Jaeger quoted nris;{;? ption of it as a natural
standard for f”ff —hal arizes ££8ckd to attain arete.
"Men," he says,il n order to assure
r own ﬁnrth——their aréte They strive to

be hanoureﬂ Bﬂ ‘I} V’lﬂ mw Ejﬂ ﬂlfa‘ and who are

judicious. Uit is therefcy:e clear that they reaﬂgnise arete

R AT DI TN AR B e

They j talously avenge any infringement of it, and pride

themselves of the

themselves on the praise which their worshippers give to
their deeds. To honour both gods and men for their arete is

a primitive instinct. Homer shows Achilles and Ajax who were
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offended by not being offerred honour when due. A great
ambition is, for Greek sentiment, the quality of a great
hero and Achilles' indignation at his comrades and his

refusal to help them, do not spring from an exaggerated

individual ambition. ns of the dead Achilles are

awarded to Odysse had done more to earn
them and Ajax' 11T€ ss and misery. Honour
due, 1is claimed ecls affronted when

unjustly deprived

Pride or hig _ Eﬂ ~ a‘sldarad a virtue by
the Greeks of the not believe it to be

an independent thers, but one which

presupposes them and - ,}njju; an ornament to them." The

great hthenia =tPJ) the aristocratic
; AX J
origin of thei =" ;‘? hat arete cannot

reach true p&rfe ion except in the hig -minded man. Both

Aristotle ﬁﬂu mmﬂmwm ﬂtﬁef that high-

mindedness %s the finest "axpresslan of spiritual and moral

“““‘ﬂ’ﬂ']‘ﬁ\‘lﬂﬁﬂd‘!lﬂ‘?‘ﬁ“ﬂ&f’]ﬁ’&l’ el

states,

For honour is the prize of arete; it is the
tribute paid to men of ability. Hence pride
is an enhancement of arete. But it also laid
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down that to attain true pride, true
magnanimity is the most dAifficult of all
human tasks. ]

Further implications of arete is set forth by Aristotle

and is quoted and elucidaf ‘v'; aeger. Aristotle's view is

that human effort afis e is the product of an

ennobled self-1ovd™ang .---a-_, self-love, Jjust as

he prizes high-gifCefldigs] Mg desire for honour.

Jaeger's interp uality of arete is a

concept worthy of fo

In this
FPhysica
us, the id
to realife
that,
kind

here is not the
ls which inspires
: nobleman strives
ife. If we grasp
s : : at it is the highest
of se Tove /- akes. man reach ocut

towarde the high: retesssl%gugh which he
take "’; 5 i ful”. The last
phrase fHat it is hard
to tramglate” , eei§, beauty meant
nobili® also. To lay “claim to the

beautifull o to take pgssession of it, means to

P ﬂﬁmw’ﬂ"’fﬂ“ﬁ ok o
RIAINIUNMINYIA Y

--iu--u--—-—t— e e —

IWErner Jaeger, trans. Gilbert Highet, Paideia: the
eak  (Oxford: Oxford University Press,

1945) p. 12.
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But what did Aristotle mean by the beautiful?
Qur thoughts turn at once to the
sophisticated views of later ages--the cult
of the individual, the humanism of the
eighteenth century, with its aspirations
towards aesthetic and spiritual self-
development. But Aristotle's words are quite

clear. They shg that he was thinking
chiefly of acts W Of llloiral heroism. A man who
loves hims~ x ff hought) always be

ready to u f for his friends or

his countlife to, abZme@en possessions and
honours YA qﬁzlfssession of the
beautifyd ';g: \ PPase is repeated:

and we _oaf S0V A &ke should think
that o037 fsac-t an ideal is a
proof B d self-love.
"For," would prefer
short Teng quiet ones"
would ) & WO® a year rather
than to Is§ fanzayear \\ B\ ordinary 1life;
would rg@®h; ~ : = idWnoble deed than
many smal

Of the three tragess works are chosen for

analyses, none | 1.8 ﬂ BBk &, than Sophocles who

is considered y respect to the

The fact remains

that all at u:ﬂatjalﬁ?es of today by

putting Aeﬂ@ nﬂmdes on the modern stage have

tailedQﬂm a Wﬂ B&@Iﬂaﬁns before
o =

more g less specialized audiences--while Sophocles is the

present day by temporary dramatists:y

B e e ———

2Jaeger, Pp. 12-13.

-1
N
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one Greek dramatist who keeps his place in the repertoire of
the contemporary theatre. The ineffaceable impression which
Sophocles makes on us today and his imperishable position in

the 1literature of the world are both due to his character-

drawing. The special _@a JEophocles' procedure was the

delineation not of @¥ror itself, but of noble
character faced jal way responding to,

a situation and ultimate
his Sophoclean Trdged f®nirastell ¥Hekespeare with the Greek
tragedians and cgh ﬂ*-;'fwr yphdclean tragedy presents

an element which i@ a J;W_ oShakespBare's plays:

The tragiq_ﬂ' : as great as in
Shak*_ "~ the fes? 9 the action is
hardly lass gr. g3 the excitement
and {18 ahkent which is
absen?: . :'= tragic events
are l h tha = : ablyj}rr to explain
them ourselves and to 1d out how the

fimi ’Iﬁ%ﬁﬂtﬂ‘]m mie tne

m3h ; in Snpho 1es it arises in the 1last

QRTRNTS A ARYiga Y

i ———— . — " — T ——

3 c.M.Bowra, hoclean tragedy, (Oxford: Oxford

University Fress, 1944), p. 13.
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The greatness of Sophoclean tragedies and the nobility
of his herces can be seen with the background of the
conflict between man and gods. A truly religious poet,

Sophocles has never blasphemed religion nor has he cast

aspersions on religious pif Yet his heroes struggled

through wvarious tragi 3 ;“"rdained by the gods and

o @d by their peers.
Oedipus, ¢th 3 -ﬁgﬁgtaak\a-clea' Greek drama,

and possibly th

in the process ros

since, personified

arete, the greates Greeks. He was the

ideal man of the tjihdEL Bossessed all the noble

attributes which defined= e iete first virtue being of

==

noble birth which is a Oedipus was born of

the ruling Kig}if second virtue of

1
I

being brave il' Seen in his fight

f whom he bested and

L fl ﬁ"]/l 'a"W‘E‘J"I‘ﬂ"ﬁ"
prowess in co at

escaped. therefore is unquesticnable

TR AN G e

against his fathe r Laius' little band,

in abumdance by Oedipus He pursues honour in order to
assure himself of his own worth--his arete. Firstly, he is
able to answer the riddle of the Sphinx, thereby showing his

intelligence and secondly, he does his best to solve the
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problem of the drought and decay to his country. He was
honour bound to proceed with the investigation of the
pollution and when it came to light that vast perils await
the outcome and those that were near and dear to him

entreated him to stop, he still carried on. It was his

Qfgh to the end. He had

ét crities accused him

fee-TW=daw Creon and Teresias
NN

he  £i Btk gredient of arete

honour that made him @&y
pride, the fourth V ke

of, because he trvz

badly. He had
which he showe ¥~f‘ﬁ O\ his ountry and "take

posssession of ed his love for his

country and he is | life for his people.

It is an act of wandered round the

country revealing tol onsequences of a great

sinner, No ordina do_this final act of

1N

revelation, andSaehibit—himssttrommgathe| country. No one

urged him to aban@en anifuanaur in order to

]
W
"take possession @ the beauti fplv. He did the deed to

achieve theﬁiuﬂq ﬂ{}ﬂ.ﬁﬂﬂe’m ﬁught by Greeks.

Dedipus is tﬂe ideal man ih Greek ]l ture--he@hs the man

wno mammmmmmm N o

cuuntrym n.
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Oedipus had been polluted by the hamartia of parricide
and incest. Severally, these sins must have been
unforgivably heinous, but Jjointly committed by a single

person, they would have rendered a person hopeless and

beyond redemption. &\ B6f } hero managed to show his
greatness in a number N2y ;;ii'h' during and after the

reversal to move JIEH admiration. He had

resisted the pre-aftafanyd ¥i11 ol e, gods by fleeing his

home, Corinth, wik he son of the King,

FPolybus, and thaefrafigh '-_; ni8 eelfvexile was a Delphic

oracle. Apollo vas fated to kill his

father and marrf 19 dottais At Efe time of the play's

opening, he had becogie :“—f$ = TheBes, b erforming feats
“ V&2 i

of cerebral excellenc ing the Sphinx's riddle.

-?'_.- s
Thebes was 511- ought,,

W Jf‘

Ad come to him as a

infertility of

women and gene
i T

last resort and deliverer from evil™

He promised his

adopted ﬂ;ﬂ Q ﬂ %men?nd the culprit

responsible ty who was the saurce of the evils
o LRGN eLE ‘ﬁ“’l'??/l YR o moven

he migcreant with all means at his disposal, despite the
entreaties of everyone near and dear to him not to proceed
any further while the revelation was in progress and to the

detriment of his own self, prestige and beliefs. He was
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finally made to discover the perpetrator of the parricide
and incest. The act of self-flagellation in blinding
himself was over and beyond the limits set by the gods,

thereby showing the heights,ef human magnificence, heroism

and self-sacrifice. “1HE ‘fFofpunishments namely self-
banishment, self-bisi Pf-exhibition around the
country, were gain, religious
necessity, egot x{; e they accomplished
tc make the s family's future
bearable. We scendants were not
favoured by te Creon bears
witness to the f inch but carried out
all these deeds for is adopted country, for
mankind as his bo the finest reason of
them all-for hijiseas pYYith arete, could
not live, withoujﬂata au:itude, with himself.
He was made that Wil Y,

ﬂ‘IJEI’J'VIEWIﬁWEI'm‘ﬁ

Sophacles uses the €age-old m myth to gportray
sreacn®lsflod GV b3 B URA TUYDR Bhne cenase
fall of Oedipus cries for comment or Jjustification. It
could be Jjustified in different ways' and in fact it has

been done by wvarious authorities:
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1. Due to hereditary doom or curse on the House of Laius,
his father.
2. As a punishment for Oedipus' own pride.

3. As caused by some mistake or faulty judgement of his.

pbort of each, but none
seems to be entire®ymemiis¥acE@FPT™™ Sophocles might have
used any or all of e s  1~\;?- ems to have been in
some degree, J = 5t:\\\ akes his characters
assume one or‘ ‘ ; \\\ t moments of the
play. But if we folllo it Jl_ i B is clear that none of
these theories meet JEyfidae i xrphucles central idea

xplanation for the fall

of Oedipus, and it too o 3 ats in Greek thought.

- L
-
AY J
-
|
¥ |

Aeschylus ° e unbroken course

of the fate of ¢

one formed a whole

large Enauﬂ W?ﬁﬂﬂjwﬂquUt of divine

Jjustice, wh‘ph even r ous falth and moral sentlment can

ha:dqurm WW wrwwg'] &h&j‘dlnate& in

play the single character against the main theme.

‘family. hecause it

Aeschylus had traced through several generations of the
Labdacid house the destructive effects of the curse which the

family had brought on itself by early duilt. Euripides also
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is of the same opinion that the curse of the gods was on the
family and Laius's sin of begatting a son against the will
of the gods was the source of all evil that had befallen

Oedipus. Bowra's comments on the subject would suffice:

Aeschylus
heredita
visited ¢
defiances
paid
expla

all of Oedipus by
tin of the father

PHTN® begat a child in
hic "®Mlicle and the son
fault. This

< Seven Against
have provided

the b1 < \ Qedipus. It
reappeaglc o .%‘W:"_-‘Lenic1aq Women,
where JOcds g8 Mnakes the solftce of all the
woes tha 2 B 17 ATy Ho {y 7\ Laius 2

Jocasta's sin of Laius in
Phoenician Women. Sophocles did not stress

it. He made tbkdOracle leave no'e @@elto Laius but simply
\"Z Y )
foretold that “fe AYS own son. This

I
Sophocles™must have felt that

the thenryﬂuﬁﬁm Erv] fWﬁ /Tﬂﬁ’laﬁtory . Bowra

has, at lengjfh, refuted thls theary of inherited doom:

me\mmum'swmaﬂ

Oedipus feels that he comes of an accursed
race.

change must be ifftentional.

" o T T .

4 Bowra, p. 163.
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...But for him to think that the gods hate
his family or that his father was impious is
not the same as determined by a single act of
Laius which brings down the anger of heaven
on father and son alike.

Oedipus did not LIBANAS 5 wanton aggression. He is

s insolence. He is not
“&

\ N

not punished for

a murderer in t he word. Sophocles

described the ki e aggressor and got

what he deserved,

ent legally, but of

course, he would ave to be exiled all

the same. Sophe 27 s ;‘:h‘ : rAy Wedipus as possessing

wanton pride; fo shed by the gods for

ﬁi:ﬁﬂiﬁé ‘ He would, however, be

NL.

acts of gquite a diffe

guilty of insclen l1ling his father, but
for being in ;;ﬁ a2 as he certainly
shows himself injthe Sce PeTesiad and Creon. Bowra

states that Oedipubgais guilty q@f this pride:

ﬂ‘lJEl’JVIEWIﬁWEI']ﬂ’i

hese scenes Oedipus transgresses the
Hean and is a¥most sweph away in@Ja blind

o VeclGRsl 1 SERI T RS TRE .2,

on a baseless suspicion.

e e e e b T T ——

5anra, p. 1l64.

6Bowra, p. 165.
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Bowra does not, however, consider that Oedipus was
punished for his aggressive insolence. He cites Teresias'
speech which does not include Oedipus' coming woes as if

they were punishment and points out that the Chorus did not

/, for a different wview of

the horror of his k& .-;:}3“’f SguBspcritics take this pride

return to their susn’-=

Oedipus' fall when n Oedipus, he claims,

does not think tiee for his pride during

and over-confide ustified suspicions

against Teresiasv; flaws as defined by

Aristotle as "megflyfl HAMarciR® \EAc\gyreatest in the genre,

but even if it did irect relevance to the

question at issue: ..QQ—ﬁu% € for the flaw of pride

and over-confidence. 7 has demolished the theory

succintly in Oedipus Rex"

—

H
I,
i¥

Years ™before the action begifis, Oedipus was
already ép, incestuougparricide; if that was

eatment of

Nﬂﬂm&m SRR | decdcs  che

me—--whic surely an odd kind of
ustice 7

Qﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘imﬂﬂﬂﬂmﬂ&l

Rl e e L T ——

TE.R.Dodds, "On Misunderstading the Oedipus Rex"
in

, ed. Erich Segal,

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983), p. 179.
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The theory of Oedipus' fall being caused through a
mistake was also advocated by Aristotle, which although
plausible does not altogether seenm satisfactory. If

Aristotle means an error of judgment, or an intellectual

mistake, his own viewsl gad to Oedipus' acquittal.

For he says that ginate not in vice or

depravity but in i ®ircumstance, are not

voluntary and killing of Laius by

Oedipus was done of the facts of

paternity. If, ho & Fre¥ot] MeSNS a different kind of

mistake, something \\h\ in character which

leads a man to Mght have been more

possible. Bowra doesfhr .;,;-:: both views:

Neithéh EIsttile's view of
tragi® EF_“""—_"T—'—rg cts of the
play. \MiStotle missed
one vita . ele w-nt in King
Cedi - He says nothing a¥out the part

taken hgt he gods i he rise and fall of
standabla

%érwaw‘ﬂ@c rested in

agedy an id nat discuss it

is 1;tig§.¢ But ites erinuslyq.ﬂ.mpalrs

. 9 mﬁ%‘im IR L: Tt 2t

tragic career of Oedipus does not begins with
it. His doom is fixed before his birth.

S e . [ S S, . . B

8 Bowra, pp.166-167.
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Bowra maintains to the end that Oedipus was the victim
of the gods and his fate was fore-ordained. The acts that
made him lose his good sense and the hand that works the
destruction of Oedipus is his but behind the action is

Apollo:

Apollo of#S .

. .Oedipwe” r the influence
and press AL Ip : power which is
in tuf S rringad fte gods, Zeus or
Apollo. g

Bowra's cont 1~-s willed by the gods
to suffer such tra ld be accepted to a
certain point. oy r;rf;-3 a§8that Oedipus' greatness
and nobility was due S0 gon, whether indirectly or

directly, it is_adt acce) 1 5 s crucial fact that
o e e

differentiate GEhE -éﬂ Many a man had

whether justl” or not, a series of

misfnrtunesﬂ utrqmt’ﬂ?wﬁrﬂrn?augh their own

follies andfsome by the wlll of the gods and some through

 QRYRITIR N Ay o oo

type off character who adamantly stuck to the rules to the

been ordained to iuffer,

e

9 Bowra, pp. 182-183.
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detriment of good sense and humaneness. He was destroyed as
well as his child. Ajax in Ajax was another example whose
pride made compromise unacceptable and who finally committed

suicide. The House of Laius was destroyed by the gods and

it was fore-ordained. made Oedipus rise above all

is the fact that JneNErledde@asy step to resist the
oracle. He tried™wiemss isSFESBWices at his disposal

to find out the ¥ Cf|the plage. and promised just

-

punishment of the hen it was found out

that he himself wsought, he decreed

punishments over of, duty and the fore-

-ordained oracles o

In the conflict b nd gods, Oedipu is a

prime example qfb £pjitting defiance to

\7 )
the unjust decr®fg FolEtheus, the hero is

a Titan and possé ised certain divine poWers to implement the

g e
criticﬂWq mm ﬂ ﬂlﬁﬂ Bﬂ]ta El: was fore-

ordain and the gods will win eventually, so any form of
evasion would be impiety to the deities, was the argument.
The resistance of Oedipus towards the oracle, which was

Apollo's decree, was done because of obvious reasons.
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The first was because the Delphic oracle of Apollo's
decree might in itself be false. The soothsayer(s) might
themselves have interpreted the will of the gods wrongly,

or might have assumed a saying of their own in the name of

randition of a genuine

prediction or at they - ﬂlse interpretation of a

Apollo. It might be &

poetical or srieat ve se%shmud such divine
wills. It is ﬂagiiﬁ”rfff : :\:?w Miis particular instance

] : asta, were given
NN

\\\ ation was impossible.

Oedipus, as we

unequivocal predi Pe

@'*\\

these predictions be

found false, and L @t ] ; x\,ﬁve them so until the

\

and inhuman. The gods

last moment of reve ond reason was because
they were so unjust asige——

decreed that Nela s mo e - his father. No

one in their"ﬁ~

without a strugg®, and Oedipus was no ®rdinary human being.

Sk w%ﬂw?wmm
3 w;wamwmwmnmm::

can blame Oedipus for "resisting"
the heinous destiny they had decreed at his
birth? At that he did not simply resist.
The tragedy results from his fierce insistence
on finding out the truth, at whatever cost to
himself--from his integrity and nobility of
soul, not his flaws. His heroic temper makes
possible the gquickening tempo and the

1ls sort of thing
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deepening irony that make the drama

technically so impressive. His wife-mother
Jocasta 1is as innocent a wvictim of "the
divine order of the world". If she was

impious in eXpressing doubt of the oracle,
she had good reason to c¢ry out against
oracles that made a horror of her own life;it
was in respect them that she had
consented to &N sure of her infant son
to die. 10

The injust wious and as Muller

N

ah d who had disobeyved

pointed out oth sred as well as the
two. The kindl

orders because s, all suffered. If
we are to be (Aot the innocent, as
Aristotle said, B\\\ Oedipus is simply
shocking, said Mul

Oedipus, .'F'# not a man of
mediocre talent'g ang : Sh-;ld be obviuos that
Oedipus did not éntend to suffer from the fate decreed by

the orac1eﬂwuﬂarwﬂn§wﬂq2ﬂ§r his ability.

The first thing he did wal to flegnforinth tqu escape from

] i3 AIAIARIRAMENA e v

first attampt at making the oracle not come true. On  the

R e e e L Ly ———

0gerbert J. Muller, Th ragedy, (Oxford:

Oxford University Press, 1983), p. 75.
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Way, he met a party of travellers who insulted him
physically and in the ensuing conflict, he killed all the
people in that party except one who fled. : 1 AN - R

character for Oedipus ight and overcome insulting

aggressors. He was physically strong and

brave. It would bn tn submit to another's

insults and phys o avoid killing an

older person and of the oracle. The

mental and phy was such that he

could not withs ve manners when he

v\\\:\ to be a leader of

de \~, would be stirred on

old conflicts with older

thinks them wunj
people and the no
such occasions.

people at all costs e AEGhE scaped that episode, but

: hi =
that 1is 1nd"fa

.: be Oedipus at all

but another meef[ch:-. } . at‘j- him. Even then,
i d

the gods might thdpk up some gther means to drag him down,

cor ey BLLUELIIB VI RINEIN T s winiing

might be hasty, precipitat® and higsndecision fgulty, But it

immammumgmmaa £ihe ar

punished for this offence it was not justified at all.

At Thebes, he met the Sphinx, whose riddle he

successfully answered and was offered the throne as a
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reward. The reigning Queen was an additional inducement for
him to stay as a victor and well-deserved ruler. It must be
the practice in times like those and in ancient countries to

He had no cheoice but to

make offerings in this manne
accept the just reward | blamed him for marrying
an older woman it would be 1like
hindsight again. S p P ~E;_" eens, do not resemble
older women when € l-travelled fighting
men. He coul th of Jocasta to
compute the agéf dif EdenEs 3 AN 8 ibility of child-
bearing of an a stay single and to

avoid all women

bET offe ny e sWtWat she could not, in

A

all circumstances, -f’ﬁzﬂ: L8 age. That, too, is

against his charagct fmﬁ“gﬁp“. gcipitate in action and

uld be t e
Wo mos Y

anc ."“:’i' ible natural ruler

of men. |

s i¥

qﬂumwsyp ik

priest rev e nature of the

s RN IS
prnmi:ﬂﬂa resﬂva the problem, and when the problem

made known to him--that the murderer of Laius, his
predecessor, was the cause of the catastrophe--he goes a
step futher by promising to unmask the culprit and have him

punished properly. The unravelling of the mystery of the
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crossroads brought to the audience as well as to certain
important characters of the play, an inkling of the truth--a
horrible realization that the king himself might be the

entreat on him not to proceed

murderer. In vain would

any further and in vad pus refuse to listen to

their entreaties. "wmdeah-F énant highlights this

aspect:
"victim Oedipus
Play". Nothing
except unmask the
guilty ; icH he has of his
burden, ‘\: of his judgment,
his pa 3\;._w the truth at
any prig ' im to push the
enguiry £ 3sTas, Jocasta, the
Shepherd to stop him. In
vain. He o content himself
with half mes commodate himself to
compromi ] o the end.
A5 Y |
If the sea:{h . _ -ul»ﬂue named pride and

over-confidence, tfigg Oedipus gurely earned those attributes

for he inaﬁ{g‘uﬁlﬂéﬂﬁnﬁm gl Blagaon and a11 ene

time he was trying hisébest to esade the sayings of

oracrct) RIS AIUNB AN A REL v s

in g;ggg Thought remarks on this particular aspect of
Oedipus' character

11Jean~Piarre Vernant, "Ambiguity and Reversal:
Oedipus Rex" in T edy, ed. Brich

Segal, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983), p. 191.
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Oedipus was more sinned against than sinning.
Finally, over and above the potentialities of
a noble nature, the product of inheritance
(physis) and aristocratic training, there is
a personal code of the hero, his sense of
honor or "arete"”, which gains strength with
the demands that are made on it, and which
knows no compromise with lesser loyalties or

even with fate
&in half-measures and

——
iend major characters had

Oedipus was
half-revealed tru

all suspected and Jocasta and the

Shepherd tried costs. Any other
person, of a les Ve been persuaded but

not Oedipus. st the grain of his

very soul. He go end. Some have named
this insistence as and have commented that

he would have been on his throne, had be

listened to ii&- : S here again that

Dedipus excelleqlh = womlld go once again to
s iF

the ends of human endurance, once further developments

ﬂhug,ggwg%§wg'pﬂ'§m,s

te be.

ATNINIMIANYIRL.......

In the eyes of the Priest in the copening scene, he is the

12William C. Greene, oira: F

Greek Thought, (New York: Harper and Row, 1963), pp. 141-
142.
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greatest and the noblest of men, the Saviour of Thebes, who
with divine aid rescued the city from the Sphinx. The
Chorus has the same wview of him; he has proved his wisdom he

is the darling of the city, and never will they believe ill

of him. Yet he had viagla ie most sacred of Nature's

\ |

but he did so wiﬁil- ,-+-ta‘ti~uq_:¢;;~ria] for he knew not

laws and thus incurf.m“

flg@trible of all pollutions;

what he did. Had At 1 wingly, he would have been an
inhuman monster, felt for him that

Pity which traged As it is we feel both

pity, for the fragifls terror, for a world

whose laws we do ne

[]

Spaidieis < )

From the very flﬁﬁ en he was enguiring about
d p‘

the plague tha_l pogiil ;;i already directed

Creon to consul ing the answer any

|
|
l

of the pollution was

the murdereﬂcuﬂlz %Umw m ﬂﬁhis predecessor,

he at onceq promised that justice would prevall and the

g UGN FENRVI VTG B > -

lockingf for himself and that the punishment he promised

moment . Whe discavered the cause

would be awarded to himself. Banishment from his beloved
city and his family was the outcome of the investigation.

Yet when the time came for him to bear the sins of the curse



and cleanse the city of his adoption, he did not for once
hesitate, he bore his punishment 1like a hero. Dodd's

comments illustrate this point.

Dedipus is_g ’y)—' virtue of a great

worldly poss 1 A gworldly position is
an  illusieiewhich Witi.wehish like a dream
but in vieewessr HYs frwe¥™Strength; strength
to purs _—

,' — ver c¢ost, and
"gﬁ\‘ﬂaf it when found.
fﬂ/i Q~ 8, "and none but

j t": QOedipus is
great *bey ' ' 'e ‘responsibility
for "al

i o \ b hthose which are
objectiVell ,,4&; H ,ra3_ but  though
subjectigt -'vxfﬂ k

strength '
"This W8T
I is stza#fig

The punishment hanishment for extreme

pollution, and Oedipéﬂ:? he penalty for the crime.
b

Where he went bej o¥@alsied by the gods and

" RY
the society was™Ele« dThg and the display
l

of the horribly ainted human specimen o all people in the

hope that Eﬁﬁﬁ’JIﬂﬁmw ﬁﬂrﬂﬁfram committing

such horrendgus crimes. By going beyand the call of human

o AT A N

§eatness and nobility in his nadir. Many authorities
placed this 1last act of the hero in many different

categories, such as Aeschylus' explanation that Oedipus was

- = = —

13podds, p. 187.
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"mad at heart"” to inflict such a punishment on himself.
Sophocles might also have adopted such a view as he had the
Chorus echo such a thought of madness. But Sophocles soon

shows that Oedipus was not mad, that be knew what he was

doing and had his reasons §8d ks Oedipus is not the victim

who does not know what -t o7 ' His good sense is not

The rea AUt sdecision to blind
himsel L S 5, When he does
it AL\ Wi\ eyes shall no
longers g€ Buth Tio -r" a8\ h® has been doing
and suf f ¥ i ol afde 2 - \ ust look on the
dark, -

I e because he wishes
to be cu I £ the 1»~ and the dead.

) ¥ -6\ suggests that he
sees himse ECE T BE bat, a polluted being
whose expulsieszrs city will purify it.
When gravegibgzety d g committed, it was
righty ______________,;__ﬂ_iw“L-4»at who might
well V ImgeemEglilty person
himse

Sq d ®O DbE| treated. He
feels -'at such a punlshment s right for him

because f% the cursvhich he had laid wupon

agrq m for him.
q complete
aeveranca rom the ght o dar and the

campany of men. € Only bysthis can really

Q mmﬂsmsmwmnmm

Laius. He must not live like other men.
must have a special, seperate 1life such as he
can have if he is blind and an outcast. He
will rid the city of pollution; he will carry
out to the full the curse which he had 1laid
on himself.l4

e e e e

14 Bowra, pp. 183-184.
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It is obwvious now that the hero, in his hour of doom,
was thinking of his people, his city and the gods who had
Wwilled such a fate on him. It was not normal for people to

think of others in times like these, but Oedipus was not of

the ordinary genre. icide and incest, he will

exile himself from The gbollutes and from human
society with whicH Hes: _av~~u;51;_ma1 relations. To

carry out his curss “* atful injury on himself.

N\‘MH“H. Oedipus knows this,
\\~

makes no attempt g ‘“ ¥ ;es his best to help

The curse has sti

it. There is no -“g-unishment. There is

much to pity when @k 8=1f, but also much to

admire. His willigfneSs— to-Shoul@ler the burden of his

pollution, his desire costs what is right, show

that even in tigh

17

essential nobil%ty
n

Bowra advncat‘ﬁaﬁor Oedlp

ﬂUEI’JVIWﬁWEﬂﬂ’i

He is not to be €ondemnedafor resistging this

| WS R e e ) SR AR e

with the gods to see that he makes full
amends. He who has been the victim and the
sufferer regains the initiative and takes his
destiny into his own hands. 15

Lunes, he keeps his

e e e .
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Oedipus shows himself as a sort of man to defend
himself when attacked, to answer riddles and assume great
responsibilities. But the same characteristics which
= . downfall more tragic and are
! é:;ﬁ‘becausa he is such a

écked, capable of brief
£iden ad rapid in decision,

S

brought him success make

almost detrimental tq
superior human beirmmn

and brilliant ac T
N

that his discove r j r)QCT S tragic a turn. His

fated 1life 1is is character, his

typical actions so intelligible and

fit so natural o humble him. The

horror of the fal great because he is a

superior being, gifth poSsibilities of nobility.

Even his fine gua pake more painful the

process by wi;i -_lf‘ as he really is.

His 1love of acﬁjon, . -:-w everything, his

occasional ruthlg¢sgness in gforcing the truth from an

unwilling w@lnu%l 31 &) B3 W E M) Fm numiziation.
AFIMINIUNNIINUAA e o

greatest of his nobilities of soul and integrity. Few
people who had committed the crimes of moral laxity would
dare to reveal themselves in public. Few would dare blind

themselves for reasons beyond the call of ordinary
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punishment and the will of the gods. Few would banish
themselves from a position as exalted as a monarch. And
none would dare go on living after such a life of dreaded

sins--the double sins of parricide and incest. They would

have taken their own 1 did poor Jocasta, who had

committed only one o EhB WHpWifefapic sins. Yet Oedipus
lived on--an old JUFENEEs -=1inmuﬂguh‘inder to the world of
his horrendous though objectively
obnoxious and ho for him, innocent.
He displays himse '[13m;eware. He onlv asks

one thing and thi Oedipus rises above

,
his own misery only }\l-hters, to express the

hope that Heaven | Creon for bringing his

daughters to him, and, % knowledge that Heaven will
not be kind tg kHem.  Only & 1 pho Jwould momentarily
vl r‘v

forget his own=s WTEY0f others in this

moment of his na®ir. -

AULINENINEINg
ARIANTAUNNING 1A Y
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