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The study .aims at anélysingiﬁie stability of the Repre-
sentative Governments in Thailand;;:gIt probes the history of
the fights for ﬁolitical'powér be%ﬁégh thé Pgrliaﬁeﬁt and the
Administration. | hai poritics feflect; tough‘fights for polim~
tical predominance in which changes of govérnmént have been a

/

recurring 'féature. At times a dissolution of thé House of
Representatives beéomes-inevi%able; fhg study concentrates
further on the stability of fthe representaﬁive'Governments
during 2496 5'2554 BeE.( whénichanges of government were not
uncommons The Saha Pfacﬁa Thai (United Thai Peopleis) Pérfy
and>the Seri Manangkhasila;Pérty were then ﬁinning most of the

seats in the House of Representatives, Unfortunately fhe.

ruling go%ernment; composed of members from these'parties, ha&



to quit aftor a short staylen power;'&ue.to.the lack of abled
parfy members, adminietration knoﬁ ~ hows, ideologies and
clear political policies.

The study reveals that the majoéity of the popularly
elected politicians were irxegponsible for fheir duties. A
political party was a mere gathering of elected members who
stepped into politice mostly for the'eake of pereonél behefits.[

Theré has been g}Igeneral elections during 2498 = 2514
BeE, It turned out_#hat only'a few eligible.voters=casted
their votcs, 1mply1ng thats the Thals were not so much interested
1e politicse This might derive from the fact that the polltlcal )
partiesvplaved an. unimportant role din Thailand. The candidates
themselves did not give much 51gn1flcance to.their political
partles. The electoral vetes undoubledlv went to candldates B
with outetandlng personalltles. Thus 1n‘the campaigns for an
election, personal favors were built up réther than favors
for polifical par£ie$;

If should be noted that voters Qere not attracted by the
systeﬁ of combifiation ‘or separation of “constituenciess Neither
were politicaliparties. This is. one oOf" the factofs underlin-
ing the failure of political pafties set . up duriné; 2498=2514
BeEs The stability of the'governmeﬂts fhep was shakenj
conseqﬁentiy-the governments failed'£OZSuceess. During that
period the leaders of the edministration staged three coups 4 foéat;

‘
/ s



|

It can be seen that the lack of responsibility of elected

members of the Parliament who had no ideology of their own
. ) - . N

N

was one of the obstacles to the aéhievement of Thai demos

crécy. IThe Parliamentary system failed and paved way to the
military to mount coups dietat and éeize POWET ¢ ,

Howévér, it is poséible §0'make'democracy flourish in
~Thailaﬁd.’ The administrati;n is in need of structural
improvemént.. The youné shbuld‘have aﬁ oppégfunity'to‘be fami~;

liar with the notionsof politics ‘dn their early years at school

. and gradually take partiin poliﬁics as they grow upe The

14

- political knowlédge amd lexperience should be relayed to the

ipeople. Political pargies needsfﬁnselfish supportse.  The

N /

L e . ' -2 M D
new political parties have to set up clear objectivess
Personal appoal persisted in the'ﬁééf'needs to be wiped out

completely. A 1§ﬁg run- plan is to Pe set up'for a development
of a perfect political party. ‘By\fhehtime all‘these have

' béen aqhie?ed, it is beligved that_the Representgtive
‘govefnmepfnwil} hd%e ¢entainly atfained.a satisfactory degree
of sgability.‘ It ig_also/hopéd tha£ the politicallsparties
will have' received fi;m suppprtvfrdm the people\andighus méke

it possible for polifical_parties tb serve .as a base of a

stable government in the futures
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