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ARUNSRI LAONGKEAO : STATE AND PROBLEMS OF THE SEVENTH NATIONAL
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The purpose of this research was to study the state and problems
of the Seventh National Education Development Plan.

Findings, based on interv1ew, were as follows :

1. Pre-planning stage: Most erviewees were of the opinion that
the compositions of Sub-committees w gi:gproprlate, and their duties
were clearly set out. In addition, the iewees thought that they
fully understood their fumetions. Hence, they'could perform their duties.
This stage also embraced the following tasks : setting timeframe;
preparation for data co&Tiﬁ- .ot at both implementing agencies and NEC's
Information Center; and utional capacity development through training
programs and seminars. However, major problems as ranked by most interviewees
were identified as da eincomp ete and outdated; personnel lacked
understanding and experi ,,Lﬁ parttcular, in project development;
timeframe of nationalya imp emenp_pg agencies overlapped each other;
committee members co devote time to attend the meeting; worse
still those attended di omesomva regular basis resulting in the
loss of conceptual thinkifg; and’ comﬁlttee members from public sector
outnumbered those from sectorsf}” 4

2. Planning stégefd It qas re!ﬁgled that studies on educational
context and problems were ndertaken‘ﬁ?z%Pe secretariat. In addition,
during this stage the Seventh “PYran's ﬁiﬁﬂéwork objectives, policies,
measures, and preliminary targep.sett “were elaborated. Next were steps
relating to analyses of progfhms/prOJeéts to be incorporated into the plan
document. Problemsﬁfértalnlng to this stage, which-were singled out by
most interviewees, \ificluded evaluation of the SfifhﬁPlan was not completed
in time for the Seventh Plan formulation; research on planning was small
in number; 1mp1ement1ng agencies were slow in submitting projects; the
Seventh Plan was not endorsed in time for annual budget preparation; some
of the project submitteds by implementifig agencies were irrelevant to
and inconsistent with 'policies; 'and policy stateménts-were broad and
universal resultinglin. nofi-specific difectives.
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