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Interdisciplinary Research

Preecha Changkhwanyurn

ABSTRACT

Interdisciplinary research is now common but there is still a problem of what
it is really like and how to manage it. In principle, interdisciplinary research requires
the researcher to be familiar with more than one field of knowledge and to be specialized
in at least one of these fields. Because different fields require different research methods.
(for example, research in the humanities relies on logical arguments and evaluations
while research in the social sciences is based on surveys and statistics), it is difficult to
find one person with experience in more than one research method, therefore, a team
of researchers may be the answer. However, this require a research leader who has
certain management skills and the ability to forge ‘a unified mind’ among the team
members and to produce a coherent research result Thus, although interdisciplinary
research is in fashion, it has not yet reached an acceptable standard of quality. Many
of the concepts associated with interdisciplinary research need to be clarified.
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