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KAMJOHN LOUIYAPONG : COMMUNICATION AND IDENTITY
DISCOURSES OF THE ELDERLY IN THAI SOCIETY. THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSOC.PROF. KANJANA KAEWTHEP, Ph.D., 626 pp.

Adopting a cultural studies ~j=arch project aims to examine how. old-aged

identities are constructed and ﬁons and other people. To reveal this
construction of selves in Thai @ rojec dr;_ﬂult‘s concept of power and Fairclough's

discourse analysis approach.

o dif ren 2unities: the OPPY internet community
in Bangkok and the old peor! « o e .orovince.

The research proe gefined by five significant institutions,

"5

namely, social institutic istitutions and media institutions.

There are three phases W Maerated. In the first phase, or in an

agricultural period, oldness Ruddhism, an old-aged person is seen

%™ d by a law of nature. In the second

as an expert, a respectfu/d W

i L . \
phase, or in an industrial claer :, ' viev M the state and medical institutions as
1_.: & g .
vuinerable, and dependent. Tt @¥th .r'- — ial.{lisciplined by political power of the state
i s :

and medical institutions. And in the* the period of information society, ageing is

(re)constructed and ma lipulata 2 o adern medical knowledge. That is to say,
with medical sciencefm w—————————"—— = 4 hemselves.

| )

i 1 . .
NeverthelesSr = #¥social mechanisms, old people

have a capacity to nege _;e with these Cunstucieu inages and $thanings. For instance, although old

people embrace respectfulfr&axpertise identities.‘tiey may reject vulnerable and dependent selves.

Members of tﬂﬂﬂﬁrﬂnﬂ%ﬁa“rﬂqﬂﬁbm hi-tech”. Old people in
the Po-Sai-Ng Imcl b define t err’]sev S to be a contributor to their Tocal village. In this sense, old
people produce and reproduce self-identi@s in a positive s U
JRAMAIU LRI TR oo
ageingﬂdéntities in Thai society are dominated by- social power. On the other. hand._in these practices,

old people, to some extent, have a potential to select, negotiate and articulate their seif-identities.

Academic Year ;2010 Advisor's Signature Vcwi)o-u's
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