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Since the begisf democracy in 1932, pelitical

parties in Thailand ¢ ‘ -:x\r transformed. During

the past decade mp.l fCigh cal situation led to a

broader sphere of poli \ hai people have inveolved

in various political q. v ,,\ pﬁty generally is a

channel which provides oFrp ¢ members eof a political system

te actively p ln a party that can

_ :fr'ﬁ«- tical participation.
| [
In Thai political s¥%

Stem, it can be said that v
eiated sty Py gy B Sy ptsions 50 somrn

elections, théyj have shown a 't.rend of “vating by the party" that is,

= R T IR -

candidat®s inte account is more than those who make their decision by

serve one's interadt

by affiliation has

considering the personal character of candidates.

The purpese of this study is to comparatively examine
membership of 3 major political parties, the Democrat Party, the Secial
Action Party, and the Prachakern Thai Farty, in terms of motivation



of membership, pattern of development of affiliation, and intensity

of affiliation. The hypothesis is : Members of different political
parties hold different motivation of joinming the party, different
pattern of development of affiliation and different level of intensity
of affiliation.

The study r phay fLhepre x5 0. "ferences in temms of
motivation of joi , of Pi,ezy, pather : gvelopment of affiliation

and level of intensify 4f A +atdbn amopg\méwbers of different political

parties,i.e.

1. Members of dil ;" ical ties share commen reasons
of party affiliation which {hcinde idealogical element, policy issue
and leadership. EX¥ are Qiff 2T ority of +these

o it size ideological ulmnan‘b,
- T"
. rshd.p respectively whilée , members of the Social Action

motivations, MemWegs

policy issue and 1le J)

Party put pu %mm leadership and
ideological ammnnt-. But members m m Th.-:l. Party consider
e QR TY TR T T e

element 4re less important.

2. Membars of diffenent political parties show a high level
. of intensity of affiliation in terms of sense of belonging. They can

identify major position in the parties, role of their leaders and



o

themselves also the recognise the rs=lation between parties and themselves,
and are aware of impact of political parties upon them. Moreover they
show a positive feeling, a sense of confidence in the parties as well as
the willingness to accept ths party rules and resolution.

3. Members of different political parties show the same pattern

joining political pa¥e¥es

| V:"
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