Chapter I

Introduction

_The Significance of the Irdblem

,  . Causation is he major problems -
philosophy. P SC ers temptéd to define :

instance Hume defines

n, whereas Mill deflnes

‘cause*: it o 't conditi \\\ . This leads to the
metaphysica ='§\g;—-what is the real
nature of caufe W

Foblem 1is not resolved,

causal explanatloixr 5 0 caﬁsal~know1edge and

fn'attempt to give a
complete answer to the questlon. T'ough this topic is

1ndeedﬁuﬁm Qﬂﬁﬂtﬁ:ﬂﬁﬂ?ﬂfﬁ any case it does

not properly come un%?r my tltle ‘The Problems of

@Wﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂ‘?ﬂﬂ‘ﬁ%‘?‘%’ﬂﬂfﬁﬁ

% shall.restrict my thesis to analytic
clarlflcatlon of the more important notlons of cause
advanced by various: phiIOSOphers. In addition, the thesis
attempts to provide some historicel backeround to the

twentieth century concepts of causglity so that the
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readers are able to see how the concept of causation has

developed.

Arief Historical Background

The problem of causation has been a central one

in philosophy since the t*re--Socra‘cic Teriod. The main

thrust in that period was the questlon *What is the
Thales maintains that water
e, whereas Anaxlmenes

foblem was treated

cause of what?'® For

is the first caus

i ‘_*‘ '
believes that y’ ]

In the
totle clarifies the

of cause, namely, (1)
. 18e, (3) The Efficient
1 h (3), it can be seen -

shifted to the question

n what is called a cause

; 3,
In téz Modern Period, Locke-regards causality as

A1 031
o Mill throws

nothlng fiore than a constant c

e AL C e 0

sufficient condition.

In the Contemporary Period, Russell says

causality defined by traditional views is nothing but

’a relic of a bygone age.  According to Russell, the law

of causality renders only probability, not necessity.



This is brief historical background 6f causation.

A more extensive trqgtment‘is proﬁidéd'in Chapter IT.

Objectives

1; To providé historical background for twentieth

:“ -
century concepts of ca s

I1ty.

se contémporary problems

apters; viz. (1)
ound to Twentieth

The
- Introductio
Qenfgry ance C8
Ceusation in C \ary Mestern|Philosophy, and (4)

a

Conclusione.

‘ 7.

Introduction stating

the siqnlflca?ce of the problem of causality, prov1d1ng

brief ﬁsﬁlﬂ;ﬂ (ﬁmwsqﬂ? objectives of the

thesis &nd methodoloiy, lastly mentlonlnz relevant

tﬁﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁ’ﬂ“ﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂ&l

: Chapter two D”OV“deS readers with historical

background for twentieth century concepts of causality.
Thus, the notions of causétion from the Pre-Socratic

Period up to John Stuart Mill's time are presented in

this chapter.



Chaptes %ﬁfee_is,the major chapter of the thesis.,
There, I clerify and;analyse contemporary problems of éf"
causality. The folloW1ng tOpics - Causallty and
Temporal Succession, Cause as Necessary Connection, Cause
Sufficient Condition, Cause as |

,/»' as INUS Condition, Cause as .

snalysable Primitive
e ———

as Regularity, Cause !t

Power, Cause as

Probability,
Category, s chapter. Both
supporting contemporary

philosopher presented in this

usion. Although no
ebsclﬁtely finé ﬂ% B ”: e notion of cause is

forward. It is hoped

t%ﬂ;]% élﬁ }f ﬁjli] cﬁ f‘i fj‘%fﬁlﬁwauﬂtopics and

_1. Causality and Temporsal Precedence.

>. Cause as Necessary Connection.
3, Cause as Constant Conjunction.
4. Cause as Sufficient Condition.

5. Cause as INUS Condition.
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6. Cause as Power.

7Q Cause as Recipe.

8. Cause as Probability.

9. Causality as UnanalysablegPriﬁitive
V Category. | |

. Expected Benefits

Tt is expected that o€nefits to be gained from

1. Td"5d on and analysis of
the’éoncept 0T cd :

2. ToMim "j'vf contemporary work

i;\f

x arce of information

on the notion 6f philosophy.
3. TO

about the histor;y ot of causality.

Auianenswens
RIANTUININGIAY

' S I
WOFUANDIY HRUUINBUTINT |
| ‘ i

e o o)
LFIXINTURUNIINYIAY
P




	Chapter 1 Introduction
	The Significance of the Problem
	Brief Historical Background
	Objectives
	Methodology
	Relevant View and Theories
	Expected Benefits


