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# # 4980231722 : MAJOR HISTORY
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IRAPATRA SURIYAPAN:CONCEPTS OF “MIA” IN THAI SOCIETY 1851-1935.
THESIS ADVISOR :PIPADA YOUNGCHAROEN, THESIS CO-ADVISOR : VILLA
VILAITHONG, 137 pp.

The study of the concept of "Mia" in Thai society is one of the issues which is
very interesting to study. The husband - wife relationship is the foundation of the
family, which is the basic element of society. Understanding the concept of "Mia"
could aid the understanding of changes in the relationship between men and
women as well as the roles of the state and various institutions towards the status of
women in Thai social history.

This thesis studies the concept of "Mia" in Thai society from since the reign
of King Monkut (Rama 1V) to the change of Family Law (Book 5) of the Civil and
Commercial Code of 1935. The thesis also focuses on Western modern ideas
concerning the status of women and family that influenced changes of the concept
of “Mia"in Thai society during the reform period, as well as the changes of “Mia”
concept that became a factor among the driving forces behind the revision of the
Family Law following the Revolution of 1932.

Results from this study indicate that the “Mia" concept in Thai society
demonstrates the unequal relationship within the family, between husband and wife
and among groups of minor wives from different classes, financial status, and ethnic
backgrounds. When modern ideas concerning women’s status and family came from
the West into Thai society during the reform period, they resulted in the
transformation of the concept of “Mia” in Thai society and raised debates concerning

the concept of “Mia” that led to the revision of the Family Law to enforce monogamy

in 1935.
Department : _HISTORY
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