CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

1. Conclusion

The thesis t."

on the relations between

the contents of histog and the political and

social sitonation sihce th Uth century. The writer

divided the time #pagl #nue ._ i le “early stage of modern
education (since 149 5), and the past three

decades (1960-1990).

As for the fir istussed that such factors as

modernization and educatig reign of King Rama V , the

formation of the @ation state and +the —“—:;‘ directly or
_ A

indirectly extended -ap ofrhistory education.

AJ i

found that the political

unrest, both ﬂ:ﬁﬁ t?wﬂﬂ:%’w ﬂ"ﬂﬁ social phenomena,

often became ogtasions for the revision of the study course. Therefore,
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Communism in Indochina, and whenever the social conditions were rather

Jl
With regard to the second part, it was

unstable as in the period of events in 1970s, the curriculum was
adjusted more frequently than in the time of political and social
stability.

It 1s obvious that political and social conditions have
influenced the state of history education to date. However, it is not
likely that these are the only factors to have decided the nature of

history education. Or perhaps it 1s more correct to say that history
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education has not been automatically affected by political and social
conditions. Upon political and social needs, some measures have been
taken in the form of the National Economic and Social Development Plan

and 1ts attendant, the National Education Plan.

Besides, as mentioned 1in Chapter 2, the tradition of Thai

historiography itself has gffects on the trend of present

history writing as well & ental character of history

education. In other by a centralistic history

writing whose main achievements of various

dynasties put in =~ dar 5 hothai-Ayudhya-Thonburi-Bangkok
(Rattanakosin) .

Such centra urther been colored by

nationalism which and faced internal and

international crisis ¥, and has shaped the main

stream of Thailand's hi ainnot deny the influence of

the basic nature of the contents of history

education, thnugh iends on the political

conditions, whi r:h
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2. Re commendat §dn
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order to improve the present state of history education, we

may be advised to direct our attention to the following three points.

2.1 Adjustment of the Fundamental Stance for History, Historical

Study, and History Education

In Thailand, history has, to some extent, assumed a political

character until now. It was occasionally given a role in the process of
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nation building. national integration, and ultimately, stabilization of
political situations. To put it another way, history was apt to be the
means of rulers and political leaders to fulfill a certain political
purpose. Historical studv and history education were therefore not free

from such restriction. In Nithi's words, "History writing flourishes

Under such circumsts ' 5tnr1ca1 study, and history

nfﬁrar}' politics and social

he time and were obliged

\ e establishment." What

education have been
needs. They were subjec
to follow the visible g
1s lacking here is the #feqfaflition ¢ ‘.l'\ 1s a study which can be
applied to create ti# fy

History is g ugt, tRe-¢ ¢ Wof\, é¥ents in the past. By
learning history, we c; : V S8ons" to the present world
and further to the consfru 7 n af ‘utire. Without understanding
this virture of hmtan puld become a dead science
and history educaty : :- erest.

7 J
In this se :H u places importance on

historical principles rather than on lustnr:cal facts, is a favorable

i ‘“'ﬂ“ﬂﬁﬂ*‘i‘fﬂﬂ’ﬁ%ﬂ‘m‘i
‘QW"I"MH‘J‘W SN

Variety, as meant here is ascribed to the varied background of

teachers and to regional differences.

- w -
'8 1dwinTaad, 200 1 waan1sAnenlseARdadadineuasnietiamint lu

N3UAN MI131010% uaslsrdAntanting - iUy dRaransuasy s Yadandiinug,

n3atnms @ninunu@Atu, 2538. w1 3. (translated by the writer)
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Teachers are the ones who put the aims of a curriculum into
practice. But 1t 15 pot likely that history education is conducted by
the same means. It 1s natural that the teachers' outlook on history and
historical facts differs depending on their thoughts which are

influenced by the history education that they themselves received. In

order to make educational activithef jmgre creative and lively, it is not
appropriate for the auih e, mphasis on uniformity. In

addition, other aud: d people 1in educational

circles, should give a & to teachers. As long as it is within

the scope of the stud , hé educat means should be left to

Yoreover, important factor which

characterizes the e or example, judging from

'fal history, residents of
the central region con nt'dent $of /= ¢ upon the Burmese as enemies,

vhile northeners have ings toward them, reflecting

their ]1151:01'1:811 L e i 01 4 6 - —

A s ."

It is a mar Fegional backgrounds, at

d

least partly, detern1ﬂf the tone of h1stnry education.
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Under ¥he necessity uf‘;ntegratzng the nation, the tradition of
Thai hﬂawq Mﬂiem ﬂﬁ% ﬁuﬂﬁq a%)l of regional
history ligs been restricted in the fear that it wounld foster regionalism
and separatist movenents in some parts near the borders. Nevertheless,
it 1s now reasonable to say that Thailand has attained integration
throughout the country. Historical study, together with history

education, is about to enter & new era which recognizes regional

‘Plublung Kongchana, personal communication, December 14, 1995,
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differences and promotes the study of regional history. It %1ll result
in fertilizing the foundation of Thailand's historical study. (The
theme of the annual conference of the Historical Society of Thailand
1995 was "Regional History 1in Thailand; Its Development and

Continuity."* This shows the growing interest in the field of regional

history among Thai academics

Accordingly, cly are rich in regional color

w1ll possibly acti tivities by attracting

2.3 Reconsiderati i_Pedple's Wiew on History

N

The future bt only in the hands of

historians, teachers | 1es, but also depends on
the public's view of his

It has always e stagnation of historical

study in Thailand ;;---5—-g-gf;5-_-;-¢—--——-i-' —----'-:-1 that history belonged

to the ruling peapti AT ® r®ach of the public. Such
¥

discussion certaxnly has some truth 1n it. However, we cannot overlook

e o AN Y FNHARG: = nor o

history writin§k, especially far those of the central 5tream

& m.ﬂwmwﬂ?mw VY A s v

ing dry They have been reluctant to read history or to be

* (translated by the writer) The original title in Thai is as
follows:

= 4 : :
NIIRUNUMIIT8I01T 1509 UseiRdrdaivpnulul sz indlne 3 WRUINITUAY
ar1unaiies $alay Hu1anﬂ1*i’ﬂ1ﬂni1un1 s1ﬁﬂﬁhﬂhutiqniutunihu11ﬁn1
HH'!wmﬂ'ﬂnu'n fuil k=5 numﬂ‘mf 2538 W qﬂ'mqnﬂfum'mmau.
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ordinary archivists in the society.' Such phenomenon 1s an underlying
cause to hinder the growth of historical study, and the betterment of

history education.

The unchanging characteristics of history education, which are

and history educatiop, ——— : ere are structurally few

channels to reflecl( ﬁ in the policy making

process. However, QP e feel that history is

apart from the do "ordinary pe e" which makes them less

positive 1in taki of the coming history

education.

Why is the di > and history so far? Why

do they just follow the history education, instead

of trying to innovate further, the continuity of

conventional histerital = dv _ and historv .:;-,3 on has resulted from
= = LY
sTnever been threatened or
- JJ
} the people u1th1n its realm. It has alwavs been

tl.ne dmastzeﬁ ﬁlﬁﬂﬂwaﬁwm ﬂﬁne power in Thai

history c:rcumstnnce it has been d;ffu:ult for the

people ﬁl‘ﬂl T]?i;ul}rmﬂ]’grﬂﬁﬂ' auﬂ In other
words, t '{e q € sense of participation or the feeling that they

are both the constituents and "weavers" of history.

the fact that in

denied 1ts existenc

There was a period of time when people were activated in the
liberal atmosphere after the October 14 movement in 1973. LUpon the

allowance of freedom of the press, every kind of opinion was allowed.

“Plublung Kongchana, personal communication, December 14, 1995,

taauuan, alinddnrsdomlsr fRdadns, wmi 43,
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Nevertheless, in the fear that "too much freedom" would result in a
social disorder, reactionary coup took place in 1976, which deprived of
the possibility to bring about a drastic change within Thailand's press,

academics and the educational world. It was bitterly realized that the

"power of a pen" was still weak in Thailand.
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