CHAPTER 5

FACTORS AFFECTING HISTORY EDUCATION IN THE PAST THREE DECADES

Objective of 5 consider the political and
social factors that hawe  h anét on conducting histor
.... . ; Te i B ¥

education. The wri namely 1)domestic and

1= oH :
\\\\ zachers, students, and

international fact

academics.

1. Domestic and Interna 'u

Payving attention of revision of the school

curriculum in the copt Political situation, it
e Y

becomes clear to V'_ ’ able, the more often

M

jected . [ was always the &

the curriculum was ase that the curriculum

was revised during a plréed of ﬁfﬂ;ﬁlﬁ]ﬁ
Regardﬂ:ugpgtﬂlﬂ d Lehe rﬁnlum of secondary
school level Haa revised 1in the"}rl&ars 1960 &8975, 1978, ﬂanﬂ 1990 as

sscnes ] ] GUEY A5 U b | LY

1978 and 1931 can be numbered as one, since they were based on the same

those 1in

national education plan. Anyhow, action was taken at least twice to
revise the curriculum within only six years. Moreover, there was a
special revision of social studies carried out in 1977, the previous
year of the revision of whole curriculum. Including this, there was a

total of three revisions put into action during this short period of
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time. This 1is 1in stark contrast with other periods in which the
curriculum went through revision just once in one decade. This period

parallels the "stormy" political situation of 1970s.

The helm of state affairs had been assumed by Thanom

Kittikachorn and Praphas Charuss thiian since the demise of Sarit Thanarat

in 1963. The Thanon-Praphds regine eded the powerful political

control which Sarit initSatec ave its authoritarianism was
< ——

promoted on the basis Thanom, Praphas and

Thanom's son, Narong " continuous corruption,
which provoked the z

It was the on a new political

consciousness and gaiplc h pOpulSr sympathya By mid-1973, they had
become a major politicall ' IR VHem crit s Balling for a constitution
in public handbills wer d- taber, massive demonstrations
including university stude 99 wand technical school students

demanded the e | promulgation of a

————————— Y
constitution. On Préphas were obliged to

resign and went 1ntg 5' ile abroad. %

The gover "ﬁ e f ; ﬁu prime minister,
Dr. Sanya Dt@lmﬁﬁ. ﬂ Efyi:c 'ﬂzl::]:ns promulgated, and
elections were scheduled for Ja‘:ﬂl 75. ©students_organi political
instruc anWa’]hat'Q m:i m :ﬁl;lg iﬂ H:lig:rwhere and
public axlresainn became exceptionally free. Newspapers and magagines
could publish all kinds of opinions including leftist ones.! Such

liberal mood in the political sphere was maintained until reactionary

measures were taken by the military in October 1976.

'Wyatt, Thailand - A Short History, pp. 297-300.
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The revision of the curriculum in 1975 reflects the political
and social atmosphere during that period. The educational aims
described therein became more politically-conscious, as mentioned in
Chapter 4.

An air of crisis grew among the military, capitalists and the

jegica campaign, and the political

rightists when the students'
activities among Yyoung WG Ve ‘ and the farmers'
demonstration became fu

In the meantime ook place in neighboring

countries in Indochina. : 195 mm collapsed under the

predominance of Co ater, South Vietnam was

socialized and brough In addition to that,

Cambodia and Laos becéle Sogialsst es.) Ip particular, the abolition

of the six-hundred-yes 11 as the destruction of

monastries and the massafre ‘ ambodia came as a great schock
to the Thai monarchy, Sanghaiaud ‘¢ hitist groups. As a result,

their feelings of \W&iss ,--,-f--—---———ax----‘ 2 to promote a campaign
appealing that Commuissm 4% 5 menance to the safety
of the nation.

Under ﬂ:u éﬁﬂsﬂ%%’w mﬂ ﬁas carried out in

April 1976. Gandidates supporters of the leftists parties were

_ ¢ s .
automat dTﬁQn imﬁm]lﬂﬂﬁ ﬁ Er]e monarchy."
After lﬁ ome-coming of Thanom and Praphas in August and September

respectively, the political violence of October 6 took place, which
injured and killed a large number of students and citizens gathering in

the campus of Thammasat University.?

!*Suehiro, Akira, Tai - Kaihatsu to Minshushugi (Thailand -

Development and Democracy,) (in Japanese) Tokyo: Iwanamishoten, 1993.
pp.76-80.
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After the incident of October 6, a former high court Justice,
Thanin Kraivichien was appointed prime minister by the military
Administration Reform Council. "Ironically, it turned out that this
man, a civilian and a lawver, was more anthoritarian and repressive than
any of his military predecessors. Rigid censorship was imposed, labor

unions silenced, the ranks of

rats and teachers were purged of

dissidents and required to nist indoctrination."®

'I&i the curriculum of social

ang PS5ary arrangements were

It was during
studies went through

made for the whole- anin himself resigned in

October 1977.) condition of full

authoritarianism, t 1977 was characterized

by 1ts nationalistic "stability and safety

of nation, religion and the Thai nation,” "to be

cooporative 1in the natigl Mce oneself to the public"
etc., are found in the clay desCT g the aims of social studies.?

According to the papu lowerrsecondary level, the

history of the ancient kingdoms in

T

Southeast Asia was nmly added to the study -~‘|

of matha}ruu 1 level,?®
wvhich marks th ﬁ m ional history.

In th ﬁo ﬁﬂyﬁ g"iﬂ the Department of
General Educatmn the H:msm 'éd behind the
mnedma wr’] aﬂfﬂ‘ljm‘ Mﬁa‘mj] gneaded more

“Wyatt, Thailand - A Short History, p.303.

¢ #018n13, naem1ae, wdndnalsslvadspuinntnsuny nuanigrdanuinea
moAINg 2520, n3atMw: WaafudIue R FacaTgnaTia, 2520.

* 39011, nsu, nIsmItafneasnag, Hﬂ‘qﬂanuauﬁ‘nﬂnw-j..Tﬂnﬁ’ﬁﬂuﬂnhnaunu

ﬁmmﬁé'«muinu": Hnuﬁ’nﬂ'ﬂ 2520 ﬂ'i}liugmg_g_{, n3amm: nm‘:ﬁ‘mu.
nTimI19An¥IBn19, 2520.
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regulations to control students "who gained too much freedom" which
eventually caused the disorder of school education." The freedom stated
above was, needless to sav, the fruit of the students' uprising in 1973
and the rather liberal political atmosphere of the following few years.

But this freedom was consequently denied as a result of the reactionary

coup and the change of regime

The curriculun pa$. Pevise n 1978, shortly after the
issue of the social = o v , @??. It was based on the

span. "The 1977 curra / [ ‘
= AN\
"\

consequence of opposit#on/EgEinsts in's excessive anti-Communism

or use over a longer time

vely by way of experiment

for the revision o 778 curriculum gave more

liberty to students bcial studies basically

followed the same lig
In October . me to an end, as a

L

policy and patriotic ideologi i@y i _ﬂ' g ex-liberal parties and even

the military. Fe s ,_;L;;_i.r:;;::;;';‘f General Kriangsak
\ Y

Chomanand "was ab gy al ghi=wing violence, and he

T
: !
encouraged the ret -l n of many exiles from the hills and abroad."®

However, the ﬂxﬂﬂﬁ ﬂﬂ?‘%,wgqﬂﬁ was maintained 1in

the direction gf restricting students' freedom to a greater or lesser

I

®Jitlada Sirirat, personal communication, December 28, 1995.
“Jitlada Sirirat, December 28, 1995. (translated by the writer)

fWyatt, Thailand - A Short History, p.303.
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In 1980, Thailand entered the eight-vear regime of Prenm
Tinsulanonda. Prem adopted a political measure rather than military
force in confronting Communist power. Prem's government came out with
the policy that the "Promotion of democracy will lead to the blockade of

Communist power." It was announced that the government would not accuse

any Communists and/or their who surrendered themselves. It

was mainly doe to this number of activists who had

concealed themselves in ,._4 ﬂm the beginning of 1980s.

(In September 1932( : m“t Party surrendered,
/ \\\“\
and were followed™b

by s surrendering in the

northeast and nor ibsequently, 1in December

1983, five thousan of northern Thailand
surrendered.”) Thisfcollap - Lomnmunist, poker was quickened by the

split inside the Partyfow iscord.

The years of PgemjE: e, also marked by rapid economic
growth. Although he himsel ary man, he made an attempt to
compromise With giier in 5L B! ‘ such ,‘_,_{f‘i_ tical parties, groups

L)

of capitalists, !;",‘r..__ : [' cs. Particularly, he

s to be an established sotial power, and regarded

Q1L 3
| Q1R 13 L1102

during his regime, vhich may or may not be a reflection of the stable

‘1

considered capitali

political condition.

"Suehiro, Tai - Kaihatsu to Minshushugi (Thailand - Development
and Democracy,) Appendix.

19Tbid., pp.98-100.
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The vear after Prem's resignation, the Anti-Communist Law, which

had been enacted in 19352, was finally rescinded.

The latest revision of the curriculum took place in 1990, the
third year of Chatchai Chunhawan's regime. This revision was in

parallel with the enactment of the Sixth National Economic and Social

Development Plan. Regarding jabus of social studies, the

;pid economic growth of the

latter half of 1980s €t ggemomi¢s-redaled issues occupy an important

increase of economic focu$

part in the study coungse” dh t 7': ipterest on environmental
problems is reflecte 1Ju \ﬂ s wreminds us of the havoc

in 1988 caused by ailand. It made the

government realize th ental matters and led to

certain measures aga

We have so domestic and international

conditions of the past ion to the state of history

education or :;y‘;-- &’ factors can be seen to

have influenced thﬂstu ldmminrstand them as the

political and socmk background which history education was

—— aﬂ 484D NI T B, chese rucons

did not exerc se 1nfluence wpon the E‘nd}f course drectly When

e BRI TN W1*’J ALV oo

formalitfes in order to be enacted. In other words, certain social and

he

rt

political factors influence the curriculum indirectly in the form of the
National Education Plan that 1s fundamentally designed to follow the
National Economic and Social Development Plan. Therefore, the
educational policy 1s, in a narrow sense, the outcome of the National
Economic and Social Development Plan.

For example, the National Education Plan of 1960 was linked to

the First National Economic Development Plan enacted in 1961. The prime
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purpose of the two plans was to utilize education for further economic
development . Firstly, moral education was emphasized in promoting
modernization and economic development. Secondly, vocational education
wvas also regarded as important in order to train a "driving force" for
further modernization and economic development. Thirdly, the period of

compulsory education was extendéd kg seven years aiming at raising the

the National Education afy |18 respnnded to the Fourth

National Economic ai 1\ Pévelopnent ‘Pl The 1977 Education Plan

is also based on the 1s an important part of

the infrastracture for

History edug

¥ ig\\\ \

1dn ..-n .t!_ \ off educational activities,
and not the chief obffecfive Jdi “th b | ion plans. It 1is merely

directed within the wholé ional schemes. However, we

can find points of relew education out of the stated

educational 'Eg':f;f_-:_-_ —_———ie— ;:,‘ ese education plans,

icted to fulfill a social

formal school :ii” , By eX[F

4
function to foster na‘t,lunahsm nlong the students; nationalism to unify

= e AU AN NG e

activities coulli be extended.

IRTEINI0 BTN G

it begaf], has been burdened with the aim to develop a sense of

nationalism. The degree or importance of this burden has depended on

''"Morishita, Minoru, "Taikoku ni okeru Gakkokyoiku no
'Seitosei' ni Kansuru Ichikosatsu (A Study of 'Legitimacy' of School
Education in Thailand,)" Kyushu Kyoiku Gakkai Kenkyukiyo (The
Proceedings of the Kyushu Educational Society) (in Japanese) Vol. 20,
Fukuoka: Kyushu Kyoiku Gakkai, 1992. p.95.




117

the domestic and international conditions which Thailand faced. It has
always been the case that nationalism arises when there is some tension
within or surrounding a nation. Tracing history back to King
Chulalongkorn's reign, there was a crisis caused by the threat of

Western invasion. Speaking of more recent times, nationalism grew when

Thai nation. Such ans : €s 2 th-“ the tradition of history
education in Thailand. _& jHa b ‘education has made steps toward
achieving this inita "success" of history
education, it can be nationalism will basically
continne, even .\\. in which domestic and

international tensi

2. Parties Concerned: Wi istory Education

e

According ol t , gY, The three constituents of

]

educational activities are currmuln textbooks and teachers. However,
¢ a

the issue uﬁﬁm% Bm}%’}ﬂ ﬁke part in history

education, hafllnot vet been -:leéllt with m this thesis. That 1s because
bas:caa W’Tﬁﬂ‘ﬂm ﬁﬂﬂ]'}l%ﬂqﬂ Ei problems of
present Ghistory education 1in Thailand. The main concern of this
investigation 1s how history education has been influenced by political
and social situations at each stage. Therefore, discussion has been
concentrated on political issues in relation to the curricula and
textbooks in which the 1idea and features of an era are embodied.
Nevertheless, it does not mean that the other constituents, teachers, is
not worth discussing. Needless to say, it is the teachers who actually

grasp the aims and instructions of the curriculum and put them into
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practice in the classrooms. It 1s not too much to say that the role of
teachers 1n education 1s as 1important as that of curricula and
textbooks. In this section, the 1ssue of teachers as well as some
phases of history education in the eyes of those in educational circles
will be introduced in order to draw a picture of history education 1n

the coming age.

2.1 The Present

Hany schola \ ~of history education in

Thailand. The mos by ‘18 & \

B

importance is attached
to the memory of tional way of 'teaching
history is to provi such as the vyears of
historical events, and heroines. The main

topics of the textbook s, and achievements of the
kings of a given dvnast students are apt to persuade
themselves that thed 1d memporize thes —““\'— mply because they may
be guestioned in o3 >

Recently, tH re has been stream of teachmg method that lays

;g ‘ﬂ'Hﬁ“ﬁ"Wﬁm’?Wﬁ'ﬂﬂ‘? i e

method, both teachers and students are rEqmred to thmk of the factors
e TN T AT TANH TR = >
w1de5prnzq! yet.

One obstacle towards this lies in the attitude of students. To
adopt this new method, teachers should first mention their viewpolnts on
some historical facts and then let the students think and respond. But,
"as 1s the tendency with Thai people," the students dare not speak of

their own opinions in the public, which prevents Thai people from making

“1adan was1, inalinddnisaawlseiRntand, nsaom: Ingduanaild,
2523 WY 43
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use of historical study. Moreover, in the case that this method is not
accepted and well understood by other people, these teachers tend to be

criticized as "radical" "leftist" or even "Communist."i®

2.2 Circumstantial Obstacles to the Progress of History Education

tors, the situation does not

y education. For example,

school authorities inistrators, principals,

to head teachers, al and students themselves do

not recognize the well.'* Both teachers

and students are a Astory 1s something that

cannot be utilized an objective sense for

studying or teaching }

On the other enterprise complain of the

shortage of budget and sclite astory education. (Budget to be

used for special % m which is beneficial
to historical stu

L :‘
Basically,

15 an nndanuble fact that subjects like science

e AN AN e i

to the humanitles and social Etud:&s

TR IR ey o

hi 1storiags and pedagogists 1s not intimate enough to grope for the

rand so on.)'®
u

e wafialf, "Usrifnrdaiiuntsdnen, win 90-97.

-

L
' Ladu waan, inalinddnisdemlseiAdaday, it 26s.

5 o
" Saaifeafty, win 273-274.

4 -
e L3 feafu, Wi 267.
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better state of history education.'® In Chalerm's words, there are few
pieces of research dealing with the philosophy of education and the
philosophy of history 1in relation to the administration of history
education.'®

Another obstacle 1s the lack of literature which can diffuse

reliable knowledge togethepy Wifll Jo4 way to grasp the concept of

history.!® This point, ca to the problem of history

writing itself. Nithowds sses W rro s" of Thailand's history

(1) Narrowness o the framework of nation

state on *{é:-nt yet been a nation

state
(2) Narrowness ol # too much importance on the
elite (of ea

(3) Narrowness ovin various social activitiesX

g T P
With regaﬁEUt- ol ?w explains that upon the
i

introduction of nEL‘}ustorlcal st dies based on Western trends of

thought in tﬂ lﬂ{] ﬂxﬁﬂﬂﬁ wagr’]ﬂ ‘%’to create political

and administr3five onity 1ns1%p a terr:tarr, which nade Siam gradually

i QVREG HRTIRVEBY o s

during this period, directly or indirectly, had an effect on historians

of those days, who were under the influence of political administrators

-

" oady wafa, "Uszifmanitunisfines,” w1 101.

I -
'5 laRu uAR7, imaliaddnisdawlsziRdaand, win 26s.

4 -
Lo LTBaLABINY, Wi1 269.

* (translated by the writer)
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or promoters of reformation. Historians applied the newlyv-adopted idea
of "state" in explaining the ancient kingdoms which had never reached
the stage of the state. This idea, along with the idea of placing the
capitals at the center of histories, resulted in regional histories
being regarded lightly. Under the necessity of having some "cores" in

Thai society with diversed phases, historians directed their attention

to 1) dynasties or governm ented by dynasties and 2) the

Thai race.

At any rate, was 1imaged 1n history

writings, fostered Lone since ancient times.

This 1deal (or mvy leading class and

intellectnals from gg

jain part of history has

been devoted to the rul r-';’,r- 5§ 4 }, and the division of eras

In connection with DU the third point regards the state

as the main strean’y 0gs not manage to cover

various domains a*‘ﬁr v, E 5Fﬁ«ral, intellectual and

y : I
social activztiEE.!!U U

23 onofd M EJJHIEI?/J ANEANT
AHRLENES AUUAIANZVALL, o i

of "self 1nparuvement" among teachers and students. In order to awake

teachers' consciousness, inservice training for teachers on duty would

085 13uandaad, “Yuwanrsdnvuazyszendluse '!"'ﬂ'mm‘lna“ Tu

LN H11n11uauﬁmi1 ﬁ’qauﬁnm 5 {tl'r.'i'"ﬁ‘mn'm'mi‘uﬂs] 'm.nm! 11-15 { 2532),

niaLmms shrnhﬁnmmﬁm, JI‘H'H'HH'ﬁ"HE:[Hﬁ'HﬁiﬂﬂEﬂE, 2534. WU 1020-1026.
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be quite effective. It would be a meaningful opportunity for teachers
to 1increase their knowledge of history and to remew their view on
history education. Various new methods like the inquiry method, unit
teaching, team teaching, and independent study can also be acquired

through 1inservice training. At the same time, wuniversities and

teachers' colleges should wely endeavor to educate able

teachers-to-be.*!

For changing = history is something far
apart from themselves -;k?nal history would be an
effective means. By J@acaisy fregional Hastony, students can learn the
role of something wafths dhidh :'\\ \\ M111ar, along with the
development of the€ir region | 1 e history, which makes them
recognize that theyv
would lead to the £l

finally to the progress vffza: Yat storical studies as a whole.??

ﬂ‘UEJ’J‘VIEWIﬁWEJ’]ﬂi
amammumawmaa

ki

tady uds1, inalinidnisdewlyrIadagad min 269, 270, 274.

2o UB 1Bw2T 9, “Jgminasfinewatsendl fsziRndnding, »  min 1038,
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