CHAPTER &

HISTORY EDUCATION IN THE PAST THREE DECADES:

A CASE STUDY OF HISTORY EDUCATION AT SECONDARY SCHOOL LEVEL

1. Scope of the Study

During the

; SN
level curriculum ha [ Fi: 2_7f : '\.|ﬁ>3\:~= sion concerned either

the lower or upper

1960
1975
1978
1981
1990
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and curricula of history studies will be examined for each level. This
will be followed by a reference to school textbooks concerning Thai
history education.

The main purpose of examining the curricula and textbooks is to
see the transition of the contents of history education, and to discuss

their relation to the underlying political and social situation.
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In collecting information on history education from the
curriculum, 1t 1s not appropriate to focus on the sub jects npamed
"history" only, because history matters also appear in various subjects.
Therefore, 1t 1s necessary to extend the scope of inquiry to social
studies as a whole. It will be also helpful to see the position and

relative importance of history suBjegts in the whole structure of social

studies.

2. A Study of Curri
2.1 Analysis of 1981, 1990

The 1960 Curriculum

Educational Aims

In 1960, upper levels were

[
|

revised. The full -' ng are two notable objew ifives mentioned in the

e LTINS "
A FAMHIO WYY . .

religion and economic and social status.

- To learn the rights, duties and responsibilities which every

citizen has to the nation and democratic society.
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(1) 1960: Lower-Secondary Level!'

Structure of the Curriculom of Social Studies

In 1960, the social studies syllabus consisted of four subjects:

(I’Duties of Citizens (nathi @ Civics {sinlatham)

(3 Geography (phumisad) and_7

Duties of Citm

citizens' duts

ommunity, and the
nation and t

the administrg

local)

constitutional gov H\ Cal inet, the Supreme

Court) _ \

political election !T;;: 4--aa

stability of the nati 59"; gnomic, and political danger).

o ’; - - ‘
Civics focosés ‘

” hysical geography and

YL keh (1 e iR
Curriculun of Hlstorv Education ¢ uw,],g Vl Elf] a E]

The curriculunm of history was composed of two parts, the history

|
Geography va l divided into two parts,

of Thailand and the history of foreign countries, both of which were

taught at every level (mathayom 1,2,3) respectively.

' fnwaBnng, nimmaag, ninganls:Toadsuuinuinaudy msdnig 2503, njatma:
aqnnnmnnqnﬂm 2515,
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The history of Thailand started with the Nan Chao Kingdom,
followed by the establishment of the Sukhothai Kingdom. The later
history of Ayudhya made up a considerable part of the syllabus. This
course was taught from the latter part of mathayom 1 and covered all
portions of mathayom 2's study course. During mathayom 3, students

learnt the history of Thonburi _a the Rattanakosin era up to the

political changes in 1932, as wel fhe history of Thai relationship

(2) 1960: Upper-Second;

Structure of the Curri

The 1960 upper-s darg ccorradudon va composed of two courses,

"Social Studies A" (Sang .nﬁ\wn'ial Studies B" (sangkhonm

sugsa khoo). (koo and rst two letters of the Thai

alphabet) Each of then was di: Tded/ i parts.

T ==

Social Studies ﬂ- C

!;j
¥ §eography (vorld geography)

U BREHBHENG v
“ARANERIR HRIIRBAN

- history (world history)

Social studies were tanght totally in the context of these two

courses and no optional subjects were provided. Consisting of 52 pages,

‘ Anwagnas, nsemaaa, ningniy3s Tondsoudnyinaulas medning 2503,

F w
njaimm: aann11n1uaiqgﬂn1, 2508,
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the curriculum 1tself was not very informative, and only four pages were

provided for the social studies part.

Curriculum of History Education

The contents of "Social Studies A" included national

administration, economy, reli , arts, and Thai relationships

with foreign countries afmer the fall gthya. The last point was to
be taught in line with"NOW'WESie 1V had influenced Thailand.
World history 4 | the “"ﬁ~ il Studies B" course was

ﬂT?\\\ om the big ancient

civilizations (in Eg i , Gree \. etc.) It covered “the

3N

\\
onl, and the history of

o ent) ," colonialism, the
EASt nE

founding of Austra

L\
America. It lacked a point . \\.v pt ancient civilization,

there was no descriptio $oREy o east Asia, to which Thailand
belonged.

S i
The 1975 Curriculum E

{

- U TN e

1975, the folld¥ing concerns the upper~secnndnry level.?

AR AININUURIINIA Y

Educational A

The preface of the curriculum declared the necessity of revision
as follows. "Education is very important to the prosperity of the
nation when the society is going through changes. Therefore it is

necessary to adjust the educational system to social changes."

inu'wn'n, nTmT19, wanaanlisTuausyuineinaulay nsdnIng 2518 Lay 1,
ngatme: wnundrami T390 Touaravad 1 zuns, 2518,
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The word "social change" reminds us of the October movement of
1973 and social phenomena taking place during that time. The influence
of the political and social atmosphere of the time on the curriculum can

be found in the description of the aims of the curriculum as well.

- To educate students to

understand their
peaceful means ;@

democratic so

The other matters.

- To recognize t y fyaf thi :“..ity of the King,

aintain them. (Clause 3)

itics, economies and society in
contemporary £)
Y, ’ R

'! I‘l

*nn of the aims of social Wtudies was basically the

22 mﬁ’% E‘JW’%‘W 131 ii s
187 a ¢

In 1975, the social studies curriculum was divided into four

The descrip

compulsory subjects, "Social Studies 1,2,3,4," and 14 elective subjects.

5 401 Social Studies 1 - civics, geography (Asian Continent),
and Thai history
5 402 S5ocial Studies 2 - civics, geography (European Continent),

and Thai history
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5 503 Social Studies 3 - morals (Buddhist tradition), geography
(American Continment), and world history
5 504 Social Studies 4 - morals (Buddhism), geography (Africa

and Oceania), and world history (after

ld War [1)

ﬁcnde number of each subject
o ——

for the word, sangkhom

In Thai, the &
15 equivalent to the L

sugsa (social studis

Elective subjec

-

J - princTpIeTToY Political
Aus TEVSNE T
U DRGEGI b gh)

Economic matters were incorporated in the civics segment of
"Social Studies 1 and 2," and not separated as one part. The relatively
small importance attached to economic subjects can also be seen in the

formation of elective subjects.
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Curriculum of History Education

. L
Each level of cumpulsory Social Studies had a history part in
it, which means that history was considered to be important in the study

course.- Compared with the previous curriculum, there was little

difference in contents. g 3 ,elective subjects of the 1975

nrt of "Social Studies B" of

motivation to revise the

curriculum were equivalent
the 1960 version.
As mentionec

curriculum along wi However, as far as history

nical changes were made

subjects were conci

to their contents. 4

The 1978 Carriculum

As there was no pper-secondary curriculum, the

folloving concerng

Educational Aims

AUYANYNITNYNS

The fodjowing two aims are worth mentioning:

ARPINIBIAANAL, ...

maintain the environment for further affluence of the region and

for promoting Thai arts and culture; (Clause 8) and

‘finvaBnag, nimina, nindnsiisyudnyinauay modnsay 2521, njaimm:
Travam asdnta1amsng, 2525.
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- To be proud of being Thai, to pledge loyalty to the nation,
religion, and the King, to understand and respect the
administration based on democracy having the King as the head
of the state, and to unite efforts in maintaining the safety and

stability of the nation. (Clause 9)

The first clause win L€ y he curriculum regarded the

& @t respect for one's own
region will result i iman 3 ture as a whole.)
d 1 & / |/// I‘

region @s important.

The second \.; ‘hai principles. We can

\\\ oughout the curricula.
&‘-“. C i. t

The volume of fFhe/jgate of al® studies 1s 16 pages. In

now see that these ¢

addition to the four dum') ' udies in the 1960 curriculum
L history), three more

domains were inco I
i

sice (sangkhom witthaya),

population studies d environment (prachaknns t sa lae sinwedlorm), and

"ﬂﬂﬂ"ﬁﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ““"” .

formation of Jects was not 1n accordance with this. Various subjects
Bk ﬂj’m‘mﬂﬂ TNYTR g o
Neighh{tMta

mathayom 1 S 101 Our Country (prathed khong rao)
5 102 Our Country

mathayom 2 5 203 Our Neighboring Countries (phuan baan khong rao)
5 204 Our Neighboring Countries

mathayom 3 S 305 Our World (lork khong rao)

5 306 Our World
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The elective subjects consisted of 10 courses as follows.

- Thai Society and Culture
- Life and Achievement of Some Individuals

- General Economics

- Laws 1n Daily Life
- Preservation of
- Population Studie

- Basic Geograp
- World Histor
- Thai Histor

- Thai Histor

The reorgani subjects was aimed at

relating each subject ! example, the course "Our

Country” consisted of ge nd) , (Thai) history, duties of

(Thai) citizens, Weeonomics fof Thastandi ood w6<on. Each subject was

not taught alnnegu : With other subjects, and

i¥
cts were expected 1n teaching social studies.

As Sﬁ’uﬁq‘ﬂnﬂ%ﬁw‘ﬁjqﬂﬁmts were to learn

about their c@intry first, ne1ghh0r1ng conntr1es next, and in the end

= AT AR AN Y o

with something close to the students, and proceed to study something

interactional effe

farther ahead.® In the meanwhile, students were supposed to widen their

views accordingly.

5399013, NTN, NTEMIIARANEAENIT, AlautTuntmeandndRTuasn 1 TuIMANEAT

fanudnyrasdudsoufne et iz m.d. 2533 1d, njeatmma: naudganas,
nsenI2afn¥IBnIT, 2533. wia 15.
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Curriculum of History Education

In 1978, history education was provided within the framework of
various subjects. With regard to the compulsory courses, Thai history

was taught mainly within the subject, "Our Country," as a matter of the
W-y," such objectives were found.
- To study the h1 st the T&iichun chat thai) from the

beginning t r
- To study th [+] - stability, o

course. In the syllabus of "

b

o~
-

’ nation.

The first s 1 1€ woutlook of the education

?‘.
administration was th dsted since "the beginning"

of the history.

The subj‘ zhbe " ntries,'| included the history

of Asia, V ause 1n the syllabus

ar : ‘ ”|
indicates the impo il of understanding the ‘pbsition (thana) and role

(bod baad) of Sout ‘ﬁ i i qi‘ the world.

Alth ’ uzla' Kﬁﬂyjf m ﬂ:]m in Southeast Asia,
it alsg 1 ed  issues,_ m W g history of
ﬁnﬁﬂiﬁiﬁlﬁﬁi u lﬁ:l ela HI’TQ ﬁe prosperous
Ayudhya culture, and its relationship with neighboring countries. (In
the subject, "Our Country," the history part covered the Sukhothai
period but the history of later periods was untouched.) Also, the
problem of stability of the Thai nation was dealt with again, 10
comparison with that of other Southeast Asian nations. This is a

reflection of the unstable political conditions in the realm of

Indochina during the 1970s.
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In the study course of "Our World," issues outside Asia were the

topics. The notable aims of the syllabus are as follows:

- To understand rights and freedom under the rule of law, and
to be aware of duties and responsibilities of citizens in the

"democratic polity which hg

5 the King as the head of the state"

- To understand
The syllab nburi and Rattanakosin
periods was within J nld," which included the
relationship between Jjuntries, as well as the
Western influences g Tt Yand 2 Mt , led to political,

administrative, and cultufa
There were ‘th

Ustory, "World History,"

"Thai History 1" ot syllabus of "World

- ”
History," the nutnh'ilaims are as follows: U

B UINENI WAL,
ARIANAIUNUIINLNALL... ..

its impact upon modern society.

"Thai History 1" (S 391 prawatisat thai 1) put stress on the
teaching of the history of the Thai race (chon chat Thai). The first
aim in the syllabus was "To know and understand the history of the Thai
race up to the establishment of the nation before being influenced by

the West." This 1implies that the nation was considered to be
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established earlier than the coming of Western influence. The subject
covered the fields of politics, administration, laws, economics and
society until the reign of King Rama [ .

"Thai History 2" (S 392 prawatisat thai 2) dealt with the
modernization period, as well as the new administration system under the

constitutional polity. One

le aims mentions the importance of
fostering historical consel ﬂ 15 ";;"ieading the students to learn

from the historical faetseil G 't ¥ them and understand various
1 : < >

problems existing in i e ary HQ{L“\\

As there was j o) e W oNerssecondary curricurum, the

Educational Aims

-

yj‘—-

e @miﬁm:mm ol
ISl e Tdy o

- To understand the basis and existing problems of politics,

The notabl

RS .

U

economy and society both at home and abroad, be conscious of
being a menber of mankind, manage to solve problems and

overcome difficulties by wise and peaceful means. (Clause 7)

“AnvaBn1s, nazwars, wdngasdouuinurnawiats wsdnang 252, niaLnm:

auTundnasiud, 2523,
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The former indicates the elevation of a "sense of unity" among
Thai citizens. The three princples of lak thai are found again in this
version. The latter clause shows an attempt to broaden students'
outlook toward the world. Such a viewpoint was not found in the

preceding curriculums.

In the part of "principlies the following two points are worth
mentioning.
- One clause r in relation to the
proper use 1 e \0logy lause &)
- Environmentay A5 per oned' 1 lanse 7.
These point ntémporary issues which have

In 1981, th curriculum had become more substantial in volume

L

and more de&iﬁ}ﬂ*i}ﬁﬁﬂfp{ﬂ?ﬂ;ﬁjﬁﬂ?ﬁct. (The part of

social stmheg oCcupies ere were many newly created

RIAINIUURIINEINY. . o

was titled "Social Studies." (code number: S 401, 402, 503, 504, 605,
606)

S 401 - Politics, Laws, Civics

5 402 - Morals, Ethics, Religions

S 503 - Regional Geography, Environmental Problems

S 504 - Basics of Economics, Regional Economy, Development of Thai

Economy, International Economy
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5 605 - Thai History (with regard to economy, society, arts and
culture)
National Administration based on Democracy
International Disputes after World War 1[I

Science and Technology for Development

History g METor S onrsRkeligions, namely

istianity and Islam

@nt subject for the first
gonomic growth in Thailand
regional geography was
p between human activity and

the environment, as welgsgi.' 1 gne of natwural resources was

mentioned. - £
P )
Elective '!ﬂf FA‘ in all. They are
- 7
classified as follc J; . . |

GUHANYNINEINT 1,
b @R RTpT) b Lok

Curriculum of History Education

As for elective courses, the following are the 11 history-

related subjects.
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- Basis of History in Thailand

- East Asia in Contemporary World
- South Asia in Contemporary World
- Contemporary Europe

- History of Russia

- History of America

- History of

- Contemporar

; : , 3
It is notice ‘Asia had become a part of

the study course, maki cHange from preceding curricula. Also, the

history of other part; taught in connection with

Thailand. For example, ong the two subjects, "East Asia

in the Contemporari ,

je Contemporary World"

o L]
L

was "to make us y*Asian history for the

benefit of Thailande It encouraged students=to apply the historical
situations of tﬁ 8 mmﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬂrﬁjd Such an outlook
was not fmﬂn r ] :t ) car la" 1n" the past, which dealt
TRl S Ty
\ : J '
M ]

The 1990 Curriculum

Educational Aims

The revision in 1990 concerned both lower and upper-secondary

levels. The educational aims of the two levels described in the preface
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of each curriculum, and the introductory remarks on social studies, are
nearly the same.

The preface stated the necessity of revision, saying that "The
curriculum has not yet responded to the rapid changes of the economy and
to the progress of science and technology in the process of the

development of the society."

e description of the aims of the

ints seem to be important.

ént upon our life.

\\2‘.*-. ity) and the nation.
administration system
\\\\\

\\ - (constitutional

\\ e and environment of

1
o]
o
a.
o
]
W
-
-
=]
[=%
-
=

I
=3
o
w
[nd
Lx |
g
-
=
o
=]

- To be a good
having the

monarchy) .

To take part i
Thailand.
The words "region' pt" were again refered to here

in this version. \-Rep on—of these conceptitndicates that regional

development and -ujl-" ie [-,; becoming more crucial
il
i¥

matters in Thailand ™

(1) 1990: mwﬂjéugij ny T %UW EJ’] ﬂ i
e A QN IUIMAIN A

The concept in the formation of cumpulsory subjects was the same

as that of earlier curriculum of 1978. Instead of dividing subjects
into history, geography, and civics, social studies was made up of three
courses. However, there was a change in title and weight on each

course.

T - w
An¥18013, nTImI2a, wdndnidsuudnwinauny Quﬁ'nﬂﬂ 2521 (avulfulsa
n.fl. 2533), niatnmy: Tsafainasfadur, 2533.




71

w

mathayom 1 101 Our Country 1 (prathed khong rao 1)
S 102 Our Country 2 (prathed khong rao 2)
mathayom 2 S 203 Our Continent (thaweep khong rao)
S 204 Our Country 3 (prathed khong rao 3)
mathayom 3 S 305 Our World (lork khong rao)

5 306

(prathed khong rao 4)

The course, "Ofr. ¢;1 replace "Our Neighboring
Countries" in the \ ‘[he "Seope of the course, which

previously placed as widened to cover the

vhole of Asia. " Asian countries, which

ailand in this Asian

three courses ("Our
Country," "Our Neighbog¥ng, Eaial "Our World") had the same
importance attached to ; the new curriculum, both "Our
Continent" __--- ng Conntries’) and "Our World" had
v o—— 29

Fal -r Country" increased its
" i

' which was formerly Studied only in grade 1
(mathayom 1) b s %‘:w llTﬂ?thnyfm 3). In the
previous curﬂuumeﬂﬂﬂ Tha1 ﬁ!stur}r were 1included 1in the
course 20u 1ghbora g 4 i & ')1 yﬂeunt that the
cnnteni:ﬁlj aﬂmﬁmﬂﬂﬂdmﬂam ity of two courses

of "Our Country." There was a need to expand the framework of this

less emphasis in"

weight. "Our Count

course to make adjustments.

Besides the compulsory courses, there were 9 elective-compulsory
subjects and 17 elective subjects. Three out of the nine elective-
compulsory subjects, were newly created ones called, Our Region (Thong

thin khong rao) 1,2,3 (code number S 071, 072, 073). It 1s reflected in
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the educational policy to make more use of regional study. Such topics
as regional geography, history, tradition, custom, and arts, development
of the region by means of the proper use of technology, and the
necessity of people's cooperation in regional development, were dealt
with throughout the curriculum.

Three of the electiv

s, were "Thai History 1,2,3" (5 023,
024, 025).

Thai histo of "Dur Country"

are as follows.
In "Our Con ' historySof the Thal nation (chat thai) "from
- iress on the Sukhothai era.

stralon, economics, society,

and culture, focusing -""”L" and development of the nation

{chat). It is aj "-.—-'—,.,:.';:' ne stnd "?-1;'_‘ the development of
;I

the Thai natiun, [,.a the Thai nation, and

conduct themselves n fulfill the roln and duties as members of the

families and W dg rﬂ WTﬂ Ej/}ﬂn‘ﬁ' democratic society.

A pargjof "Our Cotmtry il deals with the hmtar}r of Ayudhya,
and :_ Wmfmﬂf&g w&rq atﬂ economics,
sn::ety,qmu ture. The foundation and development of the nation 1is
again the main theme in learning Ayudhyan history. The syllabus further
mentions the Thai forefathers' endeavor to maintain and develop the
nation, and the necessity of cooporation in protecting the nation and
national legacy.

Lastly, "Our Country 4" includes the history of the Thonburi and

Rattanakosin periods, concerning the same domains as above. The present
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administration system, and the constitutional monarch in the democratic

society are also taught in this course.

The three elective subjects of "Thai History 1,2,3" deal with
the "history of the Thai nation" since the Sukhothai era to the

Rattanakosin period. The aims

the study are basically the same as
those of history eduocatig pulsory courses. The notable
expressions found 1in t_f1¥
- To be proud o
- To respect t e ancestors.

(2) 1990: Upper-Sec

Structure of the Currig

There are six compul: titled "Social Studies" with

the same code n-fu-r the fL1981, but the contents
S S

have changed to a sﬂi A

i) I

' iﬂﬂﬂfﬁ Vlﬂ‘h'ﬁwmm
K ARSI A

s 50& - Economics, Economic Development of Regions and the State
5 605 - Important Affairs of Thailand and the World in the Past
5 606 - Progress of Science and Technology, International

Cooperation in Economic and Political Activities

“An¥1Bn13, nimmine, windasdssudneinemlats mofniad 2524 (alinlfinise
M.fl. 2533), ngvmm: Tsafamnsaniaaming, 2535,
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It 1s noteworthy that this curriculum tries to concentrate more
on contemporary issues, which may be a result of the principles of
revision.

As for the elective subjects, 14 courses were newly added.
Three of them relate to Thai history, and the rest are all religious

studies. (Buddhism 7 and Islam &4

0f the thre [d 3 { \' ‘e Subjee®s, "Thai History 1,2,3,"
NN

the field of hist substantial, compared

with the previous result, 14 out of 40

elective subjects bel Eofthe 558 ‘hiStofy.) "Thai History 1,2,3"

deals with politics, society, art and culture,

important affairs, and g relat] ip 'with neighboring countries

througout the periods of Su a and Rattanakosin.

The scope gf it pf history subjects at
Y

the lnwernsecunda Jifd e the "development of
'l fl

y

the Thai nation," :a "to be proud of the stabi¥ity of the Thai nation,"

which are alr ﬁﬁrﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ{ﬂﬂ ﬁﬁcurnmlurﬂ of 1990.
What 1s new gI use, "to apply the
Y W\“ ST A Y
2.2 Change and Contuinity of Curricula
Both the structure and the contents of the curriculum of social
studies have been changed. History education has secured a firm

position throughout the period of this comparative study, but the points

of emphasis have changed as time has passed.
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The most epochal change in the curriculum i1s the attachment of
great importance on the region and regional history. This phenomena
originates from the 1978 lower-secondary curriculum, and was succeeded
by the 1981 upper-secondary curriculum. The 1ssue of the 1990 lower-

secondary curriculum resulted in the creation of new subjects "Our

Region 1,2,3" even as part of & ive courses.

In addition to thd o environmental issues has

.

quary curriculum. As for
\Q:\g\\\:\“ phrase "international

also become prominent sa
the latest upper-seco

cooperation”" may refle aA ubal age.' It is also

noteworthy that in thais [ y issues have moch more

weight in the study*Cough ﬂ-u.";‘. ns ones.
On the othe | Some unchanging matters
described in the seriegfof
First, the concep! ﬂ~~:5f p 1s been repeatedly referred to

in the curriculum thron:u-? ;; He ades. It 1s obvious that at

least some effortfshave been made to promefesdémocracy in Thailand

ﬁ1'¢
!I

through history edu 4 yet been rewarded with
Democra cy 1s such a hig 1ssue 1in

a:land and 15 often the

topic of d;scﬁﬁﬂ EJ wﬂﬂ-ﬂﬁnnd the discussion
clu that enncracy

is apt to be as not yet taken deep root in

m.mammmmm kM

the anticipated goal.

good fruits.

Secondly, the concept of lak thai has always been emphasized.
For example, the 1978 lower-secondary curriculum has an expression which
encourages students to be proud of being Thai, to pledge luynity to the
nation, religion, and the King. As explained in Chapter 3, lak thai

(Thai principles) 15 formed by three elements, namely the King,
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Buddhism, and the nation. Originally, the nation (chat) indicated

people who constitute Thailand. Nowadays, the meaning of the nation

(chat) has been substituted by "the state"” in the curriculum.

Fig. 4.1:

Heaning of

(in original 1dea W Ehai) 2 i t1¥ in the curriculuom)

Judging from thefusBgé of. the ::'\ "to pledge loyalty to the

nation," it is clear that ontext does not mean the

people, but something thnt__‘gﬂ o swear allegiance to. The

sentence fnllnwing‘;i‘__*.____A_ 1one: nraseteaptinues by encouraging
177 Y

students "to unite"ﬂ; sarety and stability of

'| l!:‘

'e meaning of the nation 1

the nation." Here, much clearer. It 1is

o BT O
AR asasalumInuady . .

mentioning. Such phrases as "to be conscious of being Thai" constantly
appear in the curriculum as an objective of social studies. Besides, in
the syllabus of history subjects, it is always the case that the
objectives are expressed as "history of the Thai nation in Sukhothai
(Ayudhya, Thonburi, or Rattanakosin) period." (underlined by the writer)

It 1s based on myth that the Thai nation has existed since remote
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antiquity, and that the dynasties of Sukhothai, Ayudhya, and so forth

all belong to a unitary nation of Thai people.

Fourthly, regarding the order of historical studies, the study

course follows the stream of time. In other words, history is taught

though it often extends oV Finra, GIECLE _aecording to the formation

of social studies of

By the way, " expressions like the

"Sukhothai era (per9d ‘Syudhya era (period)"

(samai Ayudhya).* a are the names of

cities of high standi 25 among other cities.

In the history of Thai elgn state established

until the reign of King ere various domains, and

dynasties coexisting Hith and Ayodhyan dynasties.

Therefore, 1t 1s | Obt | '___7” £all the periods the
"Sukhothai era" W che' expressions, as a
r.

[
consequence, functinﬂ to support t idea t :'VJ history can be

concluded in a "singl ﬁe" W%—Wg_&ﬁ?i-httamknsin}.
Here in this “Iﬁﬁj um off his 591 h€ Thai nation, and

the existence of other historica¥ domains aEa taken 1"1

RN AN TRy

*See the 1978 lover-secondary curriculum, p.66- p.68 / and the
1990 lower-secondary curriculum, pp.9%0-91.
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3. Contents of Textbooks

3.1 The Dutline of History Education as Seen in the Tables of

Contents*

The 1960 Curriculum

Each grade wa textbook which followed

the path of Thai histo s modern age.

nathayom 1: Textbook#0f §bcds _.n.'n mathayom 1) *

(baeb riag a tisad mathavom 1)

1. Original Region of the Hhai ( , thai)

]
3. Migration (} .'-iL ophayop
‘o Y

1
*In th1q stud}r, only une textbook version was introduced for

rEprnsnntl m:h cnrrmul ctuall I° publishers
of text : ﬁﬂ yd be also
possible tbooks issued by

these tun ectors. ]

Government-based publisher

' Ll
Biﬂ'l‘l"l'!ﬂ"l‘ﬂﬂx‘lf!'!liﬂ"l

IngYaumaid 37in
dinfiad Fnw o aToniml
Faumaligavswsmgy
dinmai 5z duling

Private publishers

1

“399079, nTu, nTImTaaAnEIEnts, wuiIsudaauinen ’Ji]i_ll:_ﬁhﬁnf ¥ 1,
(AMENEAT 2503) NTILNNTL BIANTIIATBBINTANT, 2516. (Tamndan 4)
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4. Southeast Asia prior to the Thai's Migration
(laem suvannaphum koon chat thai ophavop khao maa)

5. Settlement of Thai People in Southeast Asia
(kaan tang phumlamnao khong chat thai nai laem suwannaphum)

6. Foundation of Sukhothai (kaan tang krung sukhothai)

7. Administration and Culture of Sukhothai
(kaan pokkhroong lae watigaa ham khong krung sukhothai)

B. Foundation of Ayudhya ( ing ayudhya)

e

9. Administration ofs
(kaan pokkhrg

10. Culture of ham samai sri ayudhya)

mathayom 2: Textbunk_r athayom 2) |7

(baeb rian %atisad mathayom 2)

1. Prosperity of the
the Ayudhya, P
(khwaam ;;**'*ﬁ'—ﬁ:;:—"?::_—:::r“ff“ ~<ayudhya toon ton)

1elds i1n the First Half of

L5

. Wars against Burma ani uf_giudhyu
(kaan song am lae kaan sia krung sri” idhya kee phamaa
khrang thi ll'

ol W NNV Frers

urma (hedkaan rawaang krung sri a dhyn pen prqﬁ}et raat khong

?T'W"Iﬂﬂﬂ‘im UA1INA Y

. King Naresuan's Restoration of Independence in 1580
(Phra Naresuan song prakaad itsaraphaap 2123)

Lad

.l:-

5. King Naresuan's Reign (ratchakaan Somdet Phra Naresuan Maharat)

6. King Naresuan's Expansion of Power and Suppression

(Somdet Phra Naresuan khayaai amnaat lae praab praam satruu
khong baan muang)

" 397013, nTu, nImIrafdn¥aBnag, wwuwt Jeudnudnst J9Ts Sadnaad u.2,
LY bl el - J
(A1IMandns 2503) niaimmi: aqﬂh11ﬂ1uaaqqan1, 2516. (Maindan 11)
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7. The Prosperity of Avudhya
(khwaam rung ruang khong krung sra ayudhya)

8. The Decline of Ayudhya (khwaam suam khong krung sri ayudhya)

9. The Prosperity of the Thai in Various Fields in the Latter Half
of Ayvudhya Period
(khwaam charoen nai daan taang taang khong thai samai ayndhya
toon plaai)

mathayom 3: Textbook, Histars

(baeb rian g

1. Thai Restorati tuu itsaraphaap)

2. Vars against.B phamaa )

3. Wars to Expand aam khayaai anaakheed)

4. Rattanakosin Peraigc nakosin)

5. Thailand's Particige
{(phrathed ' tha

6. Relations with :
(khwaam samphin kab prathed Kkra

é “‘i:i:m:»&fimimw N3

Pruuper:ty in Various F

A RSN R MANUA Y

Frnn the structure of the textbooks, the history of Ayudhva 1is

seen to have been given much weight in the study course, as was shown in

the curriculum. Contemporary history, on the other hand, covered only a

' una avdulunn, uwuumh"i"'mm; u.3, (A1UMANEAT 2503)
NIt 'lnni’nu-mwﬁ 2512, tnmnfﬂ 3)
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part of the study course of mathayom 3. Speaking of Ayudhya history, it
15 clear that a good portion concerned political warfares, especially
the wars against Burma. Wutdichai comments on the textbook of grade,
mathayom 2 of the 1960 curriculum as follows. "The study course places
great importance on wars and the reign of King Naresuan. The way of

choosing and organizing the histoni

facts 1s not well-balanced, which
makes most of the students t ; ‘ ",‘ Avadhya history have hostile

feelings toward Burma .-
students learned Thaj

also dislike Thai
(2) Upper-Secandary_

At the upper-se ntents of the history course

were not divided into th ,.f”;,.f compiled as one textbook. The

et

contents are classified into Fenr fields of study.
nten int 15%5%2?, f study
- .--"t‘-?“_'_:- .." Eoat

Textbook of Sucialmgf;;m>

blaai) !

3
i

=
324 thaill mathayom plaai)

- U BUNSWEIDT
STl Angnat

4. Relations with Foreign Countries
(khwaam samphan kab taang prathed)

|
(baeb rian sangkhom ﬂtsa W1

" oady wadad, "UiziRdadadiunasdnen,” min ss.
(translated by the writer)

12391011, NIy, nImIaeAnMIENNT, wuuiIpudenudnea FunlssiRdransing

YssTundsuufnernsuiaty, (A1amdnens 2503) NIILANT BIANTTAIBDIATANT, 2511,
] J -
(Huinfan 8)




The 1975 Curriculum (Upper-Secondary Level)

Objectives in Conducting Social Studies § 401, 5 402, 5 503, 5 504
:Especially for Geography and History '*

(chut prasong cherng phruttikam wichaa snngkhnm suksa 5 401, 5 402,
S 503. S 504, chapho wichaa phufigad

1. Administratie

1.1 Brief h

1.2 Dynasties aab; 1
1.3 AdministTratj 37 B0 G \ \\ KOS1N periods

‘ \ N 1767-1574)

1.4 Administre period 1874-1932

1.5 Administratdon

- Administrs
and results

- Administratigfi’s

cause, course of events

age of democracy:
’a'ﬁsratiun, justice and

)
i
u-'

et

2. Economies (s-ffkid}

o aﬂum mammﬂm DA
éﬁﬁﬁﬂfﬁiﬁiﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬁ g

2. h Depression of economies in the reign of King Rama VI

2.5 Economies in the democratic age

" wadaumaanasdnea, aninetu, nsuidanas, nTinIafneIinag,
amlszdant Banginssuigadanudngt d.401 §.402 §.503 #.504 (1amay Aganiifdnd

82

T*ﬁal1ﬂﬂfl [ﬂ1ﬂﬁﬁhﬁﬂ1 2518) UFERS L 1!4HHﬂh11ﬂ1Hu1 2519.
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3. Education (kaan suksa)

3.1 Traditional education and new education

3.2 Educational reform in the reign of King Rama V

3.3 Expansion of education in the reigns of King Rama \] and
King Rama V]

3.4 Education after the administrative change

S 402 Thai History {prauati “

1. Religion (kaan "SH®Y ;'

1.1 Foundat iogeafc
of the Raf
1.2 Reorgania
of the Rs

ies in the beginning
I King Rama | -1 )
in the beginning

1.3 Support . | the reign of
King Rama \

1.4 Support afid gbufishpent ¢ [#gidp Since the reign of
King Rama to s -

2. Arts and Literatd

2.1 Meaning_of &

2.2 Varioug-fields o —eee

2.3 Arts of Jhe T a R "-‘ riods

2.4 Litaratuﬁ 0 i kosin periods
Al

3. Customs and Cukt e (prapheenwlae wattanatham)

: mﬂs‘i.lﬂeﬁ e D) E)id s o

nakusm (reigns, of King Rama ] -T)

RS NERNYNa Y

q Durmg the age of democracy

4. Relations with Foreign Countries
(khwaam samphan kab taang prathed)

- International relations during the period of Thonburi and
the beginning of Rattanakosin

- Negotiation with western countries and conclusion of treaties
during the reign of King Rama [I

- Opening the country to trade with the West in the reign of
King Rama [V

- Loss of national territories in the reigns of King Rama V-V



- King Rama \ 's trip abroad
- Participation in World VWars | and 11
- Missionary activities

In the preceding curriculum of 1960, the study course was
divided into four fields, namely politics and economics, religion,

culture and arts, and internatien

alations. In the 1975 curriculum,

the contents of history more substantial, providing

seven fields of study: ‘sdmaals -‘nnﬁcs, education, religion,

arts, customs, and in

With regard 'ion, it 1s noteworthy

that the study cour ges (the Thonburi and

Rattanakosin periods an 1932 and the nature

of the new administratj '7‘_ 130} \\. th in detail.

The 1978 Curriculum (Lowe

mathavom 1: S 101

Section 1. Issue of Théi4¥ation [rnanfh chat thai
Part 1. His@'”fﬂhﬂ mﬂn chat thai)
‘ _ . B _
"W TAIATA AR AN Ny
i non ¢ha £l | o -
q
Chapter 2. Establishment of the Kingdom of the Thai Race in the
Initial Period

(kaan koo tang anaachak khong chonchat thai nai
rava raek)

Chapter 3. Stability of Sukhothai Kingdom
(khwaam pen pugphaen mankhong khong anaachak sukhothai)

4
:s!ﬂﬂ:ﬂ WafYAT uaLAuAY Y, uwuiFeudenudnei d€.101 §.102

UizinAvaal i tau 1 ﬁhuuuu%nu1ﬂw 1, (Aumandns 2521) niatmms Ingdaumaiiy,
2527. [nuﬂhiﬁn 3).
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Part 2. Establishment of Diversified Thai Culture
(kaan saang somlaksana wattanatham thai)

Influence of Mon, Khmer, India, and China on Thai

Culture
(itthiphon khong mon khoom india lae chiin too

wattanatham thai)

Chapter 4.

Chapter 5. Structure of Tha1 Society

Haah, kb
AW\
Chapter 9. Econom: a1l an

(1aksénaffthaany serakad k } prathed thai)

Chapter 10. Land Refo f~and ;f

(kaan p sahakorn)

' lae sinwedlorm)

Chapter 11. r

W

Chapter 12. Un@-stan 10g d art and Plap
(ka%P khao chai phaen thi phaen phum lae phaen phang)

e U NUIINYING
aWﬁmﬁ‘ﬁu IRINYINY

Section 3. Nation and the People: Duties and Administration
(rat lae prachachon, nathi lae kaan pokkhrong)

Chapter 13. History of Thai Administrative Institution
(khwaam pen maa khong sathaban kaan pokkhrong

khong thai)

"a1w dnm ua*nugu y uUULTHuﬁﬂﬂHaﬁﬁﬁ #.101 d.102

U3zinfivaatsy La 2 ihﬂhﬂuinn1ﬂu 1, (Aumdngas 2521) n3aomma: Inpdaumais,

2527. {nm-m-l’am 3)




Chapter 14. Democratic Administration and Culture of
Democratic Society
(kaan pokkhrong baeb prachathipatai lae
wattanatham khong sangkhom prachathipatai)

Chapter 15. The King in the Democratic System
(phra maha kasat nai rabob prachathipatai)

Chapter 16. tiesl 0f the People in the Democratic Systenm

Chapter 17. N ;;Furic Sites,

Preasures

oranasathan boranawat
Chapter 18. \Fral Resources

ak saphayakorn thammachat
Chapter 19. = EL " (khwaam mankhong khong chat)
mathayom 2: 5 203, S 204 Onr Weirghhorines Connts .
{phuan

wmmmmmﬁ
g R Ingady,

Section 3. History of Southeast Asia
(prawatisad khong esia tawan oog chiang tai)

Section 4. Countries of Southeast Asia
(prathed taang taang nai esia tawan oog chiang tai)

4
"Inysd madryas waveudu v. wiedaiFuudeandnet d.203 - d@.204
l#nu‘uwuanﬁ i’uuﬁuuﬁnmﬂw 2, (Aumandas 2521) njatmm: Inedaumiiid,
3531, [nunnfhn 6)




Section 5. Thailand in the Avudhya Period (prathed thai samai ayudhya)

Politics and administration of the Ayudhya period
Economy and society of the Ayudhya period

Prosperity of Buddhism, arts and culture

Relations with foreign countries in the Ayudhya period

I

Section 6. Thailand in Southeast Asia at Present

(prathed thai nai phumiphak esia tawan oog chiang tai
samal patchuban

- Stability ofwdl ails @snn with neighboring
N Lty

countrigs,
- Rights agg
- Morals apg

(As for Sections |

mathayom 3: 5 304, 5

(lork khong

Section 4. Thailand in the # a1 yuk mai)
Chapter 17. Thak n "
(v o "Bo hua too)
Tl
Chapter 18. Th#ﬁlanﬂ‘ hanges and Reforms-

(thqf ab kaan plxanplaeng lae prab prung prathed

ﬂ‘IJ‘EJ"IWEl‘VIﬁW gIN3

Chapter 14U Development uf the Nation (kaan phntta&sp prathed)

) aean‘mmm NneIae

kaan plian plaeng thaang sangkhom lae wattanatham)

Chapter 21. Morals and National Development
(chariyatham kab kaan phattanaa prathed)

Chapter 22. Stability of the Nation (khwaam mankhong khong chat)

* 3913, nTu, n1'u11¢ﬁnu1fn11 mfadadgrdenudneg d.304 &.305
Tan®astsn a2 ihﬂhuuﬂnu1ﬂn 3, (mdngas 2521) nyaimme

aqﬁhwinwuseﬂ:ﬁnw, 2529,
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Section 5. Problems of the Present World (panhaa nai lork patchuban)

Section 6. Understanding Maps (kaan khao chai phaen thi)

(Contents of Our World Vol. 1 and details of Sections 5 and 6 of Vol.2

are omitted.)

mathayom 3: S 391 rTraEy ra@ai 1) e

Chapter 1. Thai

Chapter 2. Charact
(laksana

d Administrative Basis
aan muang kaan pokkhrong)

"3,«‘
ewa racha)

the King as Lurd of Dhnrna

AUBGRANANEART,

(2) administmation aftepsthe reform bys

ammﬂwwqqﬂmaa

- Form of administration after the reform by
King Trailorknat

'Y 3917, niy, m-unaﬂnhsnﬂ wifada1 Toudenuings

Uszifdrdading 1 d.391 {uﬂnﬂuinmﬂn 3, (Aumangas 2521) n3ainma:

naﬁn’ni’waaq!ﬂm, 2523. (Munfan 1)
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Chapter 3. Characteristics of Social and Economic Basis
(laksana phuun thaan thaang sangkhom lae setakid)

Social order {Sakdi_EE system)
Agricultural economy (land system, labor system)
National income

Trading systenms

1an chaak prawatisad)

ya in 1569
ndhya in 1767

mathayom 3: S 392 -fhai

Chapter 1. Res- ae to : Pat 0f Weste ; Imperialism
iéilrxyna too kaan khukkhanm khong chakkravatniyom

o Klng Runu V €s reforn g;

Q W'] mmmwwwm Y

Chap er 2. Economy and Society in the Period of Opening the Country
(setakid lae sangkhom thai samai kaan poed prathed)

- Changes in the Thai economy
- Thai society in the period of opening to trade with
the west

39119, n3u, nismIradneaBnag, wiadaiTendenudnna

UsriAdanting 2 d.392 Fuilsundnuln 3, (Aumdngas 2521) nyatwna

2aMN1TADBINTEANY, 2523 (Fanfafad 1)
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Chapter 3. Entering the Age of Democracy
(kaan khao suu rabob prachathipatai)

- Expectations for administrative change

"Thianwan" and i1deals of democracy

Roles of newspapers in requesting democracy

Laying the foundation for democracy in the age of
absolute monarchy

Preparation ] 1¢ promulgation of the constitution

the age of democracy
oblems in the age of

form of democracy
condition in the

Chapter 5. Interfiat
up to
(khwaam g# ket 3 \ tnng tae samai poed

11"

- “Ihe eS¥ern imperializm in the
‘1‘ ! : and’

- Kifig Rama V 's tr1p ahruad
- Thaffland's partici ion in World Hars

¢l LR B A e

Chapter 6. q&ase Study of History

AN RAMIANTINGTQ Y

- History and the sense of loving the nation
- Success and obstacles in developing the country

n the reign of
5
X'

The most landmark change in the study course of the 1978
curriculum was the increase of emphasis on 1ssues of the democratic
administration system. The subject, "Our Country" (S 101, 102) provided
three chapters (Chapters 14-16) dealing with matters of democracy. It

includeds theoretical frameworks for the "meaning of democracy,” "forms
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of democracy," and "principles of democracy," as well as such topics as
the "development of administration based on democracy," "forms of

democratic government," and "means to support democracy indirectly," and

50 on.

It 1s worth noticing that the study course paid attention to the
relationship between the King and Jthe democratic administration system.
This shows an attempt to 7 ‘“ﬂ ““ s | rted" idea of democracy and
Thailand's most conventiona igl ion. In other words, the

educational authorita democracy 1in consistency

with the royal insti n the royal institution

in the democratic led "the King in the

democratic system," ;\\\_ alt with. (5 101, 102,

Chapter 15)

- Enthronement and glicggEsion o thfone in the democratic
system 7

- Status of

- Importance l"f‘. F‘r ion toward the nation
and the pea-ﬂf -

-l -
RIANTIIANgna e

In this context, the King was regarded as a guardian of

democracy, and the people were supposed to protect the royal
institution. The expression which often appeared in the curricula and
textbooks, "the democratic system which has the King as the head of the
state" gives a true account of the direction im which both the country

and history education was heading for.
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There 1s another 1interesting point in the changes 1in the
description of Ayudhya history. As seen in the contents of "Our
Neighboring Country" (S 203), the history of Ayudhya was divided into
four fields, each of which was dealt with equally.

(1) politics and administration
(2) economy and society
(3) Buddhism, arts ap

{4) relations withs

This way of presenting fa€rory of Ayudl h\\}s different from that of

\\tance to the history of

disputes with Burma.

Another exa History 1" (5 391).

The textbook issued. iculum and Instruction
Development, Ministry special chapter for the

case study of the two f nstead of dealing with these

historical facts (the de : agaiust Burma,) it regarded
the falls as his¥rical locsons CHICH Tocs “ 1 in reinforcing the

power of national d;q-- cnjpter by saying that the
; |

|
defeats against Bnrﬁg provided the Thai with the opportunity to

strengthen tﬂtuﬂtﬁa Wﬁﬂﬁwzjq;ﬂﬁed effectively in

preparing for flle threat of the Western 1npﬂr1al1sm to cune later. This
= QRTASN TP AT IR AR o

as Ghe important aim of trying to eliminate hostility towards the
Burmese. In addition, the above method of evaluating some historical
facts was quite unconventional 1in the tradition of history education,

even though it was tried within the framework of a "special chapter.”
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The 1981 Curriculum (Upper-Secondary Level)

Among six compulsory subjects, "Social Studies (S 605)" was the

one that dealt with history.

Textbook of Social Studies, 5 60 athayom 6) *!

(nangsuu rian sangkhom suksa S & 55 Sl iayom 6)

Chapter 1. 15 _Ha ravatisadekiinn arai)

Chapter 2. . kaan suksa prawatisad)

Chapter 3. the Ancient Time

ong thai boraan thung

Chapter &. m the Ancient Time

up to N 7
(khroong saan;

2 angkhom thai boraan thung
pat Ch‘u DB L

i

Chapter 5. fyArTs and Cul fﬁj anatham thai)

il T
Chapter 6. Arts lnd Culture of Prehistoric.lime and Arts and
Cult uge of the East

ﬂ ﬁgﬁ;mmiﬂ mnuﬁ lae sinlapa
KL RSB Ry

Chapter 8. Democratic System (rabob prachatipathai)

Chapter 9. Industrial Revolution, Progress in Science and Its
Influence on Thai Society.
(kaan pathiwat usahakam khwaam kao na thaang
withayakaan lae phon too sangkhom thai)

“'ﬂ'urmﬂ LN¥ASAT uﬂvnu#u 4, wifada Foudenndneg a. 605
i’uﬂfﬁuuinmﬂu 6, (AMANEAT 2524) nTaimmi: Tnpdaumaild, 2532,
Inunﬁfhh 6)
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Chapter 10. International Cooperation, Competition and Conflicts
(khwaan runm muuw  kaan kheng khan lae khwaan khad
yaeny rawaang prathed)

The 1981 curriculum for upper-secondary level 1s based on the

Educational Plan of 1977 as the 1978 curriculun for lower-secondary

level. 5o the basic characterj study course correspond with

those of the year 1978. ilafwho studied along the 1978

d
he-mri:ulun applied.)

curriculum became the
The treatment \\\ uhstnntul and detailed,
compared to the 1960 . f the above mentioned

textbook deals with 46l g 1 ’ \\

Meaning of def

- Development of

Democratic admin | and France

Development of denB

I

It included the prks, like the texthooks of

the 1978 -1--—'“*-—:7'——;- « Also, 1t provided

case studies of Ves

In 1986, c.B" ﬁacphersnn s Wurk The Eul World of Democracy

(originally puﬁu bEjTJﬁmﬂp?s} was translated
he 5uperv1smn o

into Thai undeg) the I}epartnent of Cnrr1cu1um and

V0N e 1013150
prefane‘% T:1 1lized initially as supplementary reading

for high school and university students, as well as for the benefit of

the public who were interested in the field of social studies. "This
book 1s useful to lav the foundation of knowledge and understanding of
the meaning of democracy, the evolution of democracy of various forms,
and 1ts relations with other important social systems in some countries,

which we should knovr 1in order to maintain the good parts of
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democracy." It shows an attempt to introduce the basic idea of
democracy, and how denocracy has taken roots in other countries. The
publishing of such supplementarv reading i1tself shows the importance
placed on the 1issue of democracy in the context of the educational

scheme.

The 1990 Curriculum

(1) Lower-secondary Ieﬁ; .
ﬂh::::\ “our Country 2, 3y 47

With regard

have historv-related :

mathayom 1: S 102 Odr

(prathed ¥

Chapter 1.

R
Chapter 2. Terry! Or Preliistoric Time
(sa ‘1 koon prawat1sad nal din W@en prathed thai)

Jo ’ﬂ‘u’ﬂ’ﬂ WENINY AT =

{kaan koo tua %PE phattanakaan khong khu n boraan

awmaﬂ‘ﬁfuwﬂwmaﬂ

s

3y

("] [T i : J
an1 aumie (uwua), wiadasuinuianigaidenudnes 1389
-1 w - Y -
Tannunadavpaysedadylay, njatmm=: nauitanas, nszwadednuadnig, 2529.

(wasan Macpherson, C.B. The Real World of Democracy, London:
Oxford University Press, 1966+)

ea Tnwsd wamzyns uar Jandaad nanryas, wfadatTuudanufngs

d.102 YizinAgaaLsl 2 ihunﬂuﬁnnwﬂ# 1, (n1uu§hﬁa1 2521 / ﬂﬂhﬂ?hﬂ1a 2533)

CERIRLEH Tngfamnaiig, 2535. tnunn?qw 3)
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Chapter 4. Sukhorha: Kingdom (anaachak sukhothai)

Establishment of Sukhothai Kingdom

Political and administrative characteristics
Economic characteristics

Social characteristics

Heritage of arts and culture

Decline of political power of Sukhothai Kingdom

Chapter 5. Brief Histor bp after Sukhothai up to Now

(khwaam g { : thai tang tae lang sukhothai
chon ‘¥heng.gatch deoT™Eankhep)

Chapter 6. ¥av o

(w1gd thipatai)

\x
N
.

stration system in

1c administration

,‘ ociety

Inpur gt giEiit 1'.5 - i members of democratic
s0cié ¥ f}i

R?:as, dlaéﬁ

ansibilities of members of

\7 ~
i) Coun T
v o i

mathayom 2: 5 204 O

(prathed §h ng rao 3)

ﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ

Chapter 1. ulxtxcs and Admi nlstratlun of Avudhya Period

i].rim TR
Chn lwz Socmt}r of hya Period = ' .

{sangkhom samai anaachak avudhya)

Chapter 3. Economy of Avudhya Period
(setakid samai anaachak ayudhya)

Chapter 4. Religion, Arts and Culture of Avudhya Period
(satsana lae sinlapa wattanatham samai anaachak
avudhva)

ETh ﬁamwﬁ'mf ua,ﬂuh'u v, wisdat Juudinudnma d.204
U3z inAvadtsl 3 i'uunnuﬁﬂmﬂh 2, i:ﬂ*mﬂﬁ'nﬁﬂ: 2521 / afnifnlss 2533)
nIaLnm; Tnedanmatid, 2536. [nmmi’qa 3)
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Chapter 5. International Relations of Avudhya Period
(kaan taang prathed samai anaachak avudhya)

- Relations with neighbor countries, other Asian
countries, and western countries

Chapter 6. Rights and Duties of Citizens in Democratic Svstem
(sit lae nathi khong phonlamuang taam rabob
prachathipatai

Chapter 1 ir1 period and the
1§ nal samai thonburi lae
Chapter 2. fonaLFeiariv d National Stabilitv

hwaam mankhong khong chat)

__':’ e Nation

Chapter 3. Mddekd 4
L}

1 Sk A
{k,.. i iieb tawan tog)

' L)

Chapter 4. Nationg ﬂﬁiE?EIupﬁent ] ?ar:nns Fields (1932-up to Now)

A8 ITEN TN TS

Chapter 58Structure of Adn:mstrntmn and Pul:t;cal Process in the

emocrati
Q W’] f] % %l; uan kaan
a g nai1 rabob prachathipatai)

Chapter 6. Laws that Citizens should Know
(kodmaai thi prachachon khuan ruu)

Chapter 7. Basis of Morals of Religion and Society
(lak tham khong satsanaa kab sangkhom)

25 Inen namﬁmi’nﬂ' uatAuRY 4, mlfadaiFuudanudnen d.306
UTLinADBILIT & {uﬁﬁuuinmﬂu 3, {muuﬁ‘nan 2521 / mTutH'uﬂn 2533)
d
ngaInm; Tngdamanatd, 2536. [mnmnu 2)
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(2) Upper-Secondary Level

History matters are covered in the following two courses.

mathayom 4: 5 402 Social Studies Y

(sangkhom suksa)

Chapter 1. State

Chapter 2. Politica il ‘“g’“ onomic Systems
.';_ ' Sl | aF H :

Chapter 3. Reld on ’ t Q-'f .<}Na'fx- tizens
(khwadim “prachachon)

Chapter 4. Thai _ dnm: "\f' @ Development (1249-)
(pha't ta e s K8 6o dhia , \ii; kaan pokkhrong khong
thai) ‘

listrative development in the
(1249-1932)

1y® development (1932-)
m of politics and

Chapter 5. Peopl®'s Participation in the Politics and

Adnini§gsation based @/ Democracy

ﬂﬂmmim ﬁ'w E}f}:ﬂzﬁkaan pokkhrong
"R TRIRIMA TN

Chapter 7. Process of Legal Affairs in Thailand
(krabuan kaan yuttitham khong thai)

Chapter 8. Laws and Daily Life (kodmaai kab chiwit pracham wan)

o o
““a3g dnm uAEALRY 9, wisda Toudanudny d.402 Fudsundnowain s,

(AmindaT 2524 / atlfdie 2533) ngavma Ingdauanild, 2536.
(Fanfadai 5)
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mathnxun 6: 5 605 Social Studies

(sangkhom suksa)

Introduction. Evolution of Thai History
(wiwvattanakaan khong prawatisad thai)

Chapter 1. Changes of Thai Society
(kaan plian plaang 'Shaopg sangkhom thai)

Chapter 2. Changes ofd
atham thai)

Chapter 3. Changes o OB oMY ~ 7
(kaan 1 ol f’f 2ak8 thai)

Chapter 4. Chanfes 4 1Pl im) inistration
(kaang®l Winfplaens aa; mnang kaan pokkhrong
the !

Chapter 5. Social ag A ( s Wi Western Countries
(kaan p¥13 380 Angkhom lae wattanatham
khong cl 3¢

Chapter 6. Economic Cha Countries
‘; id gkhong chat tawan tog)

Chapter 7. Po CV:- '-"‘"
Countries il
(ka&d plian plaeng thanng kaan md
khongf ghat tawan toghy

ourier bbb DEVLIN DA

{kaan plian plagng thaang s ngkhnm lae tanathan

Qﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁqu?ﬂmﬂﬂ

ﬂhapter 9. Economic Changes of Eastern Countries
(kaan plian plaeng thaang setakid khong chat tawan cog)

of Western

ang kaan pokkhorong

Chapter 10. Political and Administrative Changes of Eastern
Countries
(kaan plian plaeng thaang ksan muang kaan pokkhrong
khong chat tawan oog)

222 4 v il
£7 A1 @19t uazauau v, miadat Juudanufnea d.605 Fulsuudnwqii e,
L) (v - = -’
(Aumandas 2524 / il ful3e 2533) njatma: Tnofaumatid, 2537. (nmiafm 2)
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Chapter 11. International Disputes and Cooperation
(khvaam khad yeang lae khwaam ruam muu rawang prathed)

Basically the direction that the 1990 curriculum follows that of
previous ones; the 1978 curriculum for lower-secondary level, and the
1981 curriculum for upper-seconds

level. As far as the contents of

history textbooks are concerhel : - : no substantial points found
erentiate the old and new
N

Q\: ons surronding history
- gur] \\Q\\ innovation took place

in the domain of thods o who had been "the

curricula.
The most 1im

education. Upon iss

providers of the as "information

collectors (phuu ruab were then expected to

|

encourage students to di sgues and analyze their own

accounts, rather tham just .-f_',nf—---:-'-' . Moreover, history education,
ﬁ’_" b ..fl

and history teachzag B 1€ it #just upon textbooks.
There were quite -.-.-y_:—’_“ [d& rear ;_;f-'_ readings published,
which were helpful | in deepeming students' unflerstanding of social
studies including histery, The advancg,of the media in recent years has

N ﬂumwmwﬁmmm hawm

media has nlsn econe a part ofy students uu]edge nnd ta with which

o W RN I NN

issue of teachers and students will be discussed in the
L]

latter part of Chapter 5.

‘#Jitlada Sirirat, personal communication, December 28, 1995.
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3.2 The Gap between the Real Happenings (Historical Facts)

and Descriptions in Textbooks

The writer has not dealt fully examined expressions in the

ally, i1t 1s beyond the scope of

this study to make an overal érmus topics. However, one

Bdan expressions found in

textbooks; that 1s a cas o, Histe _ 15 falsely represented

men, descriptions of

series of textbooks, word by mg

in the textbooks.

As long as

history unavoidably = and intentions of the

authorities. Even u here is no pressure or

needs of the time, rom environmental factors

and 1t 1s also ilpnssihl_ ary) to eliminate their own

judgement from thegrs & ngs. —Uuestions—sueh—a8 "¥hat is 'correctness'

X

A
al.lact'?" are open-ended
l‘

in history writing.

questions. It is nato al that an hutoncal event is often not Written

% ““LZ:iiHHEJ:J Ne NENEDT v e
N\ [ R ) m["rm::“;;:

modern education was initiated and has been conducted in a centralistic

become

way under the strong leadership of the government, the contents of

history education have been regulated by the Ministry of Education.
Following 1is a case that an historical event is not described

neither as it 1is understood "correct" by academics nor as it is

recognized by the public.
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Descriptions of the Event of October 6, 1976

This event 1s expressed by Wyatt as a "massive assault" and
"political violence" "which ended the brief democratic experiment." In

his words, students gathering in Thammasat University were lynched,

burned alive, and beaten b s, Red Gaurs, the police and

A Thai histor . % \that ''(t Lonservative side" (faai

anurak) executed the ction ever taken in Thai

history, including b hangings. Students and

people who lost their umbered in not less than

three hundred and t ee and four hundred.

The coservative sect the goveroment of Seni

Pramoj which had been of a general election, and

seized the people's powe

In a textbuuﬂuf

Social Studies 5 - mtury for T hers, the incident of October 6

5 B 15l “ﬂ*uﬂﬂl NENTNEINT

"On Dctnhe‘lﬁ 1976, studen‘;s at the r:un;:-us of Tha asat University

e Y SAFHIT YT e

3094 arrésted. The reform party headded by Admiral Sagat Chalawyu

rat [fin- Oniversity, titled

seized administration power, proclaimed the dissolution of paliament,

*%Wyatt, Thailand - A Short History, p.302.

" waRgud [t"ﬁ"ﬂunml L%‘ﬂaga. Usziadraasinuddelwi 1ay 1
(2475-2524), n3atwm: @ninfalatfsudTad, 2535. wmiv 195,
(translated by the writer)
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repealed the constitution and organized a cabinet with Thanin
Kraivichien as the l4th prime minister in Thailand on October 8,
1976,

The number of the dead 1s extremely small compared to the

previous example.

On the contrary, as ftpiter has investigated, school
ims nor do they give a

reatmen e students. Followings
N

are four examples o Lhe ‘»r urriculum, with regard

to the October & in

5 204 Our

Example 1:

democracy in Thailand")
"(The return of Thano e n exile) resulted in the
large-scale -L- st rally curing Octobero-J: 1976, which led
to the coup : T 2 d .lf.z' and the formation

of the cabinet™ upped by Prime Hm;ater Thanin Kraivichien."??

 SHEANENINENT oo
T TTiN AN g8

317 @xdasurdny, "nastiiaslnends 2475" 1u 1end1Inasdauyaida
4 d g
anufinn 5 (Uyzdamrdndamivas) witen 6-10 (22432), nyatmmu:
nﬂﬂq?ﬂﬁﬁnuwﬁ1an{; a1 ImerdugTofesssundand, 2533. mi 641,

y
! e aﬂinuuwihﬂ ua*nuau v, wifadal Toudenudnet d.204

TEINAYAILIY 3 ihﬁhuuinujﬂn 2, Wi 8.

1:

* Quotations are all translated by the writer.
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Example 2: 5 402 Social Studies (Sangkhom sSuksa)
for the mathayom & level
(in the part titled "Thailand's political and
administrative development since 1932 up to date")

"The meaning of democracy is restricted in the framework of

the Thanin's reg ' as ;;a‘: by tHe coup d'etat of

October 20, 19

administrative
change aft
"The incident of Uctohggﬁg—-" f sgarded as a stain on
Thai history, 'ps ole fu@l feyent. Thai people

7

Tl
a great extent."4 i

had to kill “’i ot erial and

spiritual los

o aqhuaiﬁm NSWED < o s s

AN TAUNMINGIAE

a3

3y &M uREAuIY 4, wifadai Foudanufnea d.402 Fuiispudnurin i,

Wi k6.

+¢ 120 Ln¥ATAS uaLAUBY wiadat Tpudanudney d.605
ihﬂ%ﬂuﬂnu1ﬂf 6, (Aumandas 2524 / nﬂhﬂihﬂ;q 2533) nIILAN:
Tnufauanalid, 2536. {iuihih# 1) w1 86.



105

Example 4: 5 605 Social Studies (sangkhom suksa)
for the mathavom 6 level
(in the part titled "Political and administrative
change after 1932)

"Movement toward democracy after the incident of October 14,

supported by the Commu : 1 . Such oppposition

people on October 6,

\\«‘\\ Sagat Chalawyu

activists made

1976, and to t
repealing the
a large numbep into the forest

to cooperate wi gh e \\ iailand, particularly

A WY
\

In these examples ;;?—-f""?v“ incident 1s generally described

under the dicta } government,'?*

as the cause of the ;4_'9 7 he alternation of the prime

minister. The massd ofied at all.
I LY

Example V cident, but barely

indicates that deveament of democracy was ed by the dictatorial

regime of Prime Hm1st€ﬂ'han % the "dictatorship
of Prime Himﬂau'lﬂg nﬂﬂ w;ﬂmﬁ in a round-about
way saying the “dn:tatnrsmp 1n‘parnlle1 with the Thanin®s regime
m{] a ﬂﬂ iﬂmfm mgqmﬂu’] aﬂl textbook,
uses such words as "violent" and "cruel" in its explanation. However,
there 1s still room for question, whether it is appropriate to say "Thai

people had to kill each other." (khon thai tong kha kan eeng) Such an

expression gives the impression that both the military and students

- J n
** $a1 d17ten waraudu 4, wilsdaiFuudenudnun d@.605

iuﬁnﬂuﬂnuﬂ# &, w1 83.
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harmed each other. It was actwally the military's one-sided,
indiscrimitate attack upon the students.

Example 4 does not describe what actually happened on October 6,
but says there was an "action to supress students and people." It
rather tries to relate the incident with the threat of Communism during

that period.

Last of all, 1 ¥ i u“xample out of a textbook

issued 1in 1977, one incident. (Ooly the

curriculum of social studie - the circumstances of

this partial revision in Chapter 5.) We can
understand the polui hanin's regime in the

following eXpression.

ha¥om 3 level
rative change and
[hai democracy")

Example 5: History (prawal:sad]
(in the part t:t ="

ad.m.n;stra 10 "‘w

y* fl_
"(After World W [ inf O 'JJ ism into Thailand

4

vas on the rise %pd threatened the institution and foundation

o AN O AR Frve o

king. Edpecially after ﬂc}nber 14, 19?3, the cmmtry vas in
ARSI AN ANEITY
ledqby Admiral Sagat Chalawyu seized state power on October 6,
1976 1in order to lay the foundation for administration based on
real democracy (kaan pokkhrong baeb prachatipatai thi thae cing)
in Thailand. Thai people have to cooperate with each other for
democratic administration which has the king as the head of the

state, so that real democracy can be realized in Thailand, which
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will, from now on, bring about peace, rest, prosperity and

steadiness to the nation and Thai people as a whole,""®

In this paragraph, the October 6 1incident 1s presented as a

measure to invite the age of "

emocracy.”" It makes no mention of

the violence exerted on s perceive more intentionality

from this tone of expressaen four examples.

Although des e not "faithful" to the

incident and are si the massacre, at least

the incident is reg lon Thai history. Even

Example 2, which has :.--,-\~ October 6, indicates

that the dictatorshi gime became an obstacle

toward the development does not provide details
in its short sentence, | Voo e E 2 alpositive evaluation to the
incident, either. Examples

ST
ST, Y
S Fo " g™

However, y le 5, the

adopt words like "kill" or

L1} (1] - E =
supress’ 1n 1ts eidpls
P a_‘ 4

dnnt is regarded as

)
more than a "HECEE@}' evyl. ey Dnside to be a correct and

appropriate measure "t bring about r@al democracy." It is likely that

¢ camsn o ovfie L de ok &l ol BT )0 e o i

students, controls on freedow’ of speegh and the ppess were all
legitilazw’q'ahq ﬂw umqﬁa mﬂt’]capgtecting the
state fra% Communism.

There 1s 13-year time gap between the previous four examples and
the last one. The last example was strongly inluenced by the politics

of the time shortly after the October & incident, while the other four

4 o
T Yszdm winAan uazeudu v, wwyiIewsyiAniand ulssudneadi 3
L} . - - ] ~ J
AIUNENARTINN W.f. 2520, UERIS L H dninfidfaumatie, 2521, (Radadam 2)
win 72.
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examples reflect a comparatively "fair" judgement of the 1issue as a

result of moderation of political radicalism taking place in 1980s.

The discussion so far has revealed that the descriptions of the

school textbooks are subject

of , the political intentions of the
\
horities more than those of géufcdl. histo writings. at i
aut SR gcgg ry ng That 1s
because school textbool jﬁﬂggi rect i -flispesed to educate students to
become "desirable" cilizeme"Gi,thd suelETVm o ever, the degree of the
political intention g always the same. When

authoritative govecafe fifged “the | “power, their aims are

transmitted into texi#f6o e guicklylal dgusly.

X

¥

AU INENTNEINS |
ARIAATAUNM TN
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