CHAPTER 2

TRADITION OF HISTORIOGRAPHY IN THAILAND

1. Phongsawadan History Writa

Traditional hg A ffitamgs| 10, Thatlapd are represented by
phongsavadan and tanmn adan 1s a history of a

‘ N\ l.,.
dynasty, while tannan #isfalfl Basroc iddiasm.  Phongsawadan 1s a

chronicle type histofiogfaghy Wil f ecord of major events in
each reign. On the orhien on of tamnan, history is
written mainly as history. Compared with

phongsavadan, tamnan includés falk d govers people, their values

and other world vi ;:'“*“m __lJ ion of the community

identity. ' ~n|

ul

However, the ?m stream of conventmnal history writings 1in

T ﬁ%ﬂi}%ﬂ‘ﬂ’ﬁ’ﬂﬂi’fﬂ?‘“ S

phongsavadan Wktory writing started in thr-_- besmnmg of the 17th
W"Iﬂﬁ“fﬁm‘mﬁﬂmﬂaﬂ

ngsawadan literally means the story of a dynastr or kings
which had absolute power.® This word can be divided into tvo segrents,

"phongsa" and "avatara." The former is equivalent to "wongsa" which

‘Dhida Saraya, Tanman and Tamnan-History in the Studv of Local
History, Bangkok: Office of the National Culture Commission, 1982. p.82.

ity wadad, "UiriRaandfunisinenn Tu Faaudrdndiunisiona,
L) - - o W
NIt @ninuANsnI TN TN TANE YA, @nlnuiendsuund, 2522, win 6s.
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means family or dynasty, and the latter means the incarnation of a pod
in human form.

Initiated by the central administration of Ayudhva, phongsavadan
represented centralist ideology, and strongly emphasized Avodhya and 1ts

kings.' There are chronological record of major events in each reign

and are directly concerned wi
1.2 Ayudhya and Bar

Regarding ' plifdgsanadan, &‘--‘\Ppe of history is limited
within the centra other domains, and 1s

closely related to It 15 said to be

the sacred literaturé of

There are phongsawadan titled

“Phrnrntchaphungsawadnnf L Eagtg < - S udhya" ~Royal Chronicle of

Ayudhya . Some were coa }; he Ayudhya period, while the

others were edites :& riud. Unfortunately,

although numerous first category most of

w
e. let us nent:un one surviving version, which is

L o 181 ‘ﬁlﬂ“ﬂ TN
QW]NﬂiﬂJ UNIAINAY

them were lost. H-A

"Sunait Chutintaranond, personal communication, July 18, 1995.

‘Dhida, Tamnan and Tamnan-History in the Study of Local History,

p.86.
5Ibid., p.B2.

“Sunait Chutintaranond, personal communication, July 18, 1995,
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Phraratchaphongsawadan Krung Sri Ayudhva chabab Luang Prasert
"The Luang Prasert Chronicle of Avudhva
Compiled in 1680 by order of King Narai, 1t 1s said to be the
oldest chronicle in the Thai language ever discovered. Though 1t deals
~1th events in Ayudhya between 1324 and 1604, it was named after Luang

Prasert who eventually discoves 1907.
W

!

The tradition © ehgsghadaf T Story was carried on to the

Chakri dynasty. wese f.y.75f 512 from the foundation of

Avudhya, list the ings, and conclude with the

O

fall of the kingdon?

In the rey 09), a great number of

phongsawadan were that although they are

titled Royal Chronig ~ phongsawadan vorks vere

intended to lead histofy Mpiti thé fGlinddtion of the Chakri Dynasty.
' establish Bangkok as the

legitimate succesg o-Avudhva and o conitirs-tie rights of the Bangkok

monarchs as the ré:i‘

T
» .IJJ
brief descriptions of some major versions edited

o g INEN NN

Following

Phraea tehaphopgsayadencKenng $mosyirdhrs gipkab Rham ¢
- O '1} ] ‘| [ [} 'I |‘ 4 [ ‘ ]
The Phan Chantant onicle of Ayudhyal popula
Choem

This was written in 1795 by Chaophraya Phiphitphichai by order

of King Rama ] and covers the history of Ayudhya from 1351 until 1767.

"Dhida, Tamnan and Tamnan-History in the Study of Local History,

p.187.
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Phraratchaphongsavadan Krung Sri Avudhya chabab Somdet Phra Phonrat
_The Somdet Phra Phonrat Chronicle of Avudhva

Written in 1807 on the basis of Choem, 1t covers the period from

the foundation of Ayudhya until 1792. It had become the authoritative

document of the history of Ayudhya, but was later replaced by the Luang

Prasert wversion after its also by the Royal Autograph
Chronicle.
Phraratchaphongsavadan™ ey n1cle of Siam

This was origg ie same year as the Phra

Phonrat version) 'b}r Discovered by Kachorn

Sukhabanji in 1958 also called the British

Museum Version.

Regarding its#ce are basically i1n accordance with
the two preceding versi Phonrat and Phan Chanthanumat

(Choem) , but contains de prigr to the foundation of

Ayudhya. ;* D— — : E.
It 1s nntaﬁt le o gsawadan became "Krung
Siam," though its cnn‘;nnts still co I: ron the hlstt}r}' of Avudhya. This

chii k¥ atmtﬁeuﬁq Wﬂ%{]‘ﬁw H’qgﬂfss to adopt ‘the nsme

Siam to repre t the new djmas.;}r

’QW']Mﬂ‘iﬂJﬂJﬂTJWEI']ﬁEI

fBpon the dawn of modernization, many economic and social changes
took place, which influenced history writings. The Bowring Treaty
concluded in the reign of King Rama [V (1855) resulted in the expansion
of the market as well as an increase of merchants and people with
professions. This phenomenon was followed by the abolition of slavery
which was gradually completed during the period of reform under King

Rama V , which brought about the freedom of occupational choice and the
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creation of a free labor force.® In response to such economic and
social changes, history writing entered a new era in which the
activities of the general public were of importance, contrasting to the
preceding time.

It was from the reign of King Rama |\ that historical study

began to be challenged by a CEl a The traditional wav of

history writing represeqt;é . OTGE 3 a8 consequently, was open to
question for the first
The following historical work of

phongsawadan done in

Phraratchaphongsas

_The Royal Autogra,
This was first #rifftén {a 1855 by Kromluang Wongsathiratsanit (a
half-brother of King “ongl o I 4,5 @f the Phra Phonrat version.

Revised by King Mongkut,

o + L
8 e Royal Antograph Chronicle.

It describes thEJ;; v of Avudhya “afteratsSfdundation 1n 1351 up to
e — e e e

its fall in 1767 dhe

)
Meksin (1767-1782), and
T

ends with King Rama 4 's accession to the thrun-JJ King Mongkut probably

o " AUETE NG TS e
 wA WA & ST

1863, Prince Damrong interpreted the Royal Autograph Chronicle. He

* 8330407 daurudnd, "UssdRmandialydunau w.d. 24750 1u 99a3a
gudmus wat anquiime vl (ussniBnts), @1es1IunInINAe, UERISIRE
AUENTTUNTIAAINTTNIYINT aaaanTy 60 T ararsdanagomn aimaad © aysun,
2532. WU1 160-161.
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carefully compared the firstr text (written by Kromluang) with those two
versions and clarified many obscure points. His endeavor can he seen
in tne editorial work for the first publication of the Roval Autograph
Chronicle in 1914 1in the reign of King Rama VI. His interpretation 1s

considered to be the most scholarl

treatment of the dynastic history of
Ayudhya and 1s still influegg ntemporary historians.”
As seen 1n the™Ssl6 _ £ ; ‘iling process, the Royal

Autograph Chronicle ie__part written by Kromluang

Wongsathiratsanit and s {f ":\ et through Prince Damrong's
interpretation. 'H; . 3 ia the old narative-type
phongsawvadan, while tj | W views on history with
some additional in ‘ ind ' 11 ef 1storicai events of each
reign.

This mixture ¢ in itself shows the delicate

position of the Roval ronicle in the tradition of

phongsavadan writigg. a1g

the Royal Autograph

Chronicle lies ; —end ot ,,rg;- old, chronicle-type
phongsavadan were Eﬁ“' ; a sane/time, the beginning of a
new era which gave rzefg the cuncepi,uf national history.

TG O T - W—

during a transﬂmnal period. ‘Its fundam ta.’l elementvure carried on

s ARVGANT U WA e

wntten Khun Vichitmatra.'®

“Charnvit Kasetsiri, The Rise of Ayudhaya: A History of Siam in
the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries, Kuala Lumpur: Oxford University
Press, 1976. p.168.

'“Sunait Chutintaranond, personal communication, July 18, 1995,
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In the reign of King Rama V , phongsawadan history functioned to
reinforce the power of the authorities. Under both internal and
external circumstances, its centralist approach was promoted.

Domestically, Thailand was going through the process of

centralization. Administrative revisions were carried out, dividing the

kingdom into the areal units galled monthon. Each monthon was then
-\ |

placed under governership of ' e Ju
\Q\, il/

polity. The study 0 “’- el more or less functioned to

ials appointed by the central

create the sense o was a means to support

this centralizatio

Externally 19th century, Thailand

faced the threat urgent task for the

monarchy to demonst in order to prevent any

intervention from wes particularly important to

claim title to wvari | _:‘;;j- & Phongsawadan writing was
promoted by the court, aiming | its sovereignty over the land of

Siam.'!

—

e

At the sammime, this period of tinaworrespnnded to the start
of the process ¢ ing '{ﬁu te," .. According to Wit
Wisadavet, u@aﬂyﬁmﬂ%ﬁnt nﬂjﬁjishnent of a nation
state isg eople vho sha Eﬁi 15t ' g

%ﬁ(ﬁgﬁﬂﬁﬁt Wﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂmhle for the

monarch to have a long-sustained history of its glory. The history of

Siam was thus traced back further to the past, and included states or

''Dhida, Tannan and Tamnan-History in the Study of Local
History, pp.B85-B7.

"#imd Gemud, Yidgantsfneaing 2411-2475, nyaLmm:
ANENTIUNTIINITANEIUNAEIR, @ fnutendguund, 2526. wia s.
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kingdoms which had never been incorporated as part of the Siamese
kingdom 1n the past. In those days, it was commonly accepted that the
history of "Thai ancestors" had started in Ayudhya as described in
phongsawadan. However, this theory was displaced and Sukhothai was

brought into prominence, being regarded as the original dynasty started

by the Thai.'® The base of t ument was the stone inscription of

King Ramkhamhaeng which domain of Sukhothai was very

broad including variouswet

The 1dea u/ t e\ Whichuwa 2™ ma jor concern for the

kingdom during the nto nationalism in the

following reign,'? t history writing was

increasingly encoura

As mentioned ic of nationalist history

was 1ts attempt to exp length of history further back

in the past and the scope Gf, ; ics of the Siamese territory.

There are some othe £o) mention.

First of il the¢ history of prominent

|

«ed by Thai people.

local cities inhab cities as Chiang Saen,

AT
o RS SR ng

3
druda awuine, “nasfAnsnlseifarandine waznasldwdngnmaa
4
Useifdaaad™ Tu tandiinasaaugaisn diziRdidading miseh 1-8 (10201),
N3 @rmidadalardnd, wmedug Teies3I815919, 2534, i 21,

Chiang Mai,

study. Howe

'“Dhida, Tamnan and Tanman-History in the Study of Local
History, p.B9.

nd Jamid, USMmanasAnealneg 2511-2475, Wi 24.
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cities "participated" 1in the main stream of the national history, and
were incorporated as part of the Siamese kingdom.'" 1In this sense, the
local history of these cities was subordinated to the aims of centralist
Siamese history.

Secondly, this nationalist history dealt with symbolic

Thao Suranari, Thao Thepkasatri

: hu saved the country from
TI'@E on their feats of arms,

i€s5, led Thai people to be

attacks by neighboring Cof
paralleled by the cof
conscious of the need

Thirdly, ns acterized by its idea that

the king or the rg letérminer and the leading
figure throughout Thaf hi'sgory -+ Tk re, \su6h topics as various wars
countries formed by kings,

and a king's contributién A6 fhe = pd tulture were the focuses of

the concern.'’

'-v;r ""
The Chrona ;I Sustained tradition as
¥ L

i summarizing 1its characteristics, it can be said

S 17): 1 (121 rn 13

focus on the @star}rg a reign and the achievements of the ruling
¢

R N T E) MER (10 G 1 e

€ years.

described above.

As for the Royal Chronicle of Ayudhya writtem in the Avudhya
period, the history was compiled using original data of those days. On

the other hand, those issued in the Rattanakosin period are "revised"

"awds ¥auruind, *nrinelssTAmdading uaznaslendngumaq
Useifdrdnd,” wit 22-23.

4 u
T Seatfuafu, win 23.
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versions of Ayudhya's history. Even though they are based on original
historical records of the Ayudhya period, they are colored by the ideas
of historians of later ages that were under influence of the times. 1In
other words, Ayudhya's history was rewritten and "re-edited" upon the

beginning of a new dynasty. Strictly speaking, it is not correct to use

the word "write," with | the Royal Chronicle of Ayudhya
pablished in the Rattanakesin perifg’ . 1 or "revise" 1s more
appropriate.

This process™ @

the beginning of the umd during the reign of

\
King Rama IV. Thrughduul g Aprocess, € history of Ayudhya was re-

N\

] ', n diya's history started from

described in ways intention of the ruling

class. In short, th emphasized and 1ts honor

was raised to create Siamese people which was

equivalent to an intangible et the new dynasty was built.

Reorganization of the oH T E /¢ as promoted with the purpose

of supporting theifdundation of Rovel authorats

The followigg ¢ idan was "retouched” during

It
the Rattanakosin permd will explam the intention of the leaders of

those days uﬂuu Erw E}ﬂ ﬁ' Wﬂq ﬂﬁtr However, such

revision of Ajudhya's hmtur]r became an ubstacle to mahng academic

3 RTHTAATINY1A L

8 L1 fuascna, “msinmui.i"mﬁm"lnﬂ“ Ty tand13n13dau

a3 Fanudnyd 5 (U3ziRdrdnia miun n3) mnun 1-5 (22 ggg} njamm:

1971391 8neR T, :m'l'mu'aﬁ'nﬂ'[uﬁ’ﬂﬂ'mﬁﬂﬂ 2529. WU1 55-56.
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Tradition of Phongsawadan History Writing

" Ayudhya Period

1680 Phrarntchnphungsawadan Krung 5ri Ayudhya chabab Luang Prasert
_The Luang Prasert Chronicle of Ayudhya] was compiled by
order of King Narai.

@) Rattanakosin Period
< The Reign of King Ra
1795 Phraratchaphougsawitlar 2 chabab Phan

Chantanumat [ Jiw€ PRat CHantannmat Ch iconicle of Ayudhya]
(Choem) was®€om '

1807 Phraratchapfongghudddnl KronghSed Ayudhya chabab Somdet Phra
Phonrat ~Th : hony micle of Ayudhya was
compiled o

1807 Phraratchaphéngg8vadan, Kruny The' Chronicle of Siam / The
British Muses g~ Its contents are based
on that of 0

< The Reign of King Rama [

1850 Phraratchaphor bfidged Chronicle]

was writhew by the Honl-pe Faramanuliil tchinorot by order of
King Ramaifids 3

<. The Reign of Kingmnn V>

ﬂnttq b}' Krmlluang Hnngsath:ratsamt (a halfumeher of
King Mongkut)

(1863 mﬂﬁﬂ,ﬂim umq ﬂEI’] a E]

1906 Phongsawadan Yonok [ History of the North] was written by
Phraya Prachakit Konchak.

1907 Luang Prasert version was discovered, and took place of Phra
Phonrat version.

< The Reign of King Rama V] >

1914 The Royal Autograph Chronicle was first published.
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2. Phases of Modern History Writing

2.1 Introduction of Socialist Ideas

Nationalist 1ideology flourished through the modernization

process under King Rama V] was §

emphasized again during the regime
of Field Marshal Praeg Pilnins :”,:"—‘jh the 1950s, the government was
1st sentiment. The King's
position was solidi pad of the state and the
administration cent

One of thes Luang Vichitvatakan, who
became the driving, this myth.'" According
to Reynolds, a promi  Tha1 stoF1an s\ vorth noticing that Luang

Vichitvatakan united gwoffelene 1ame e monarchy and the nation

While natsofali: declogy “was—strengihened as stated, there
RSN L
were some sub-strefns £, them was the socialist

. ; . @

1950's among journalists,*writers, and ex-students

- ﬁﬂiﬁﬂﬂi‘ﬂmﬁ; i
::;.:wﬁmmﬁJ’Mﬁ IHIT3)

idea spread in the-

'*Dhida, Tanman and Tanman-History in the Study of Local
History, pp.91-92.

20 ta%n 13 11dTuads, "TasaiToesaastiRrnanting - nqeiuazniTUGTA" lu

4
TnuaRRnET: 11uuhﬂ11nu1a1ﬁwn111nauﬁ&qunn1nn a1aﬂ1uﬁhxnnﬂgqnnuggu diin a9
o _aEEEI, NIILMN: auuny nsun4 n1ﬁ 2533. WA 110-111.
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improvement of "the way of production," and the endeavors of the ruled
of each era.?! History  writing based on Marxist theory is
represented by the work of Jit Phumisak. He discussed that history can
be seen through the society and the people. The rise of socialist ideas
induced the spread of interest in studying the ordinary people and, as a

result, expanded the scope of

this new history ideology
iring that period. One
analysis 1ndicates peei1ally economic growth,
influenced the 1i A group of the public
gained a more inf 1 ) which brought history

writing to the new st
2.2 Trends of Present Hi

Over the __=‘: : iland/ hias experienced rapid

economic growth "vij has resulted in the

rise of a middle cbms who have gained opport sdities to receive higher

e o SRR
o A SNSRI Y

nationalist history did not manage to reflect all the phases of Thai

society. As Thai society becomes more complicated, they felt it

1 dyuda ﬂ'ﬂﬂ*nfi"nﬁ', "nrsane sz fdransine uaznarldndngunaa
YseihaEad, " win 30-31.

“?Dhida, Tamnan and Tanman-History in the Study of Local
History, pp.92-93,

** avandnd dawudnd, “warifmraadaigunen w.d. 2475," w174,
wemumn ,‘ll‘l!rll;'llll';ﬂ“ '
L S ..
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necessary to re-exanine Thai history more carefully in order that the
actual conditions and development of Thai society could be understood.
This led to the development of the study of local history.?* 1In
the first half of the 1980s, the study of local history became very
popular in academic circles, though more often than not, 1t was led by
historians from Bangkok, and no

In addition, there /t;lpl‘ to increase the use of

varionus kinds of histori icular, literary works have

attracted historians regarded as meaningful

historical material ents,“ and provide an

insight into lifest

Although the ory, such as political

history, economic hisger ory, social history and

cultural history, these 1C5 in common.

First, in the the orical studies, the cause of
any social change \ag‘neither a particular persodulor a certain leader.

X |

: V. :
They consider that ;;:-’f eLonomic system, culture,

Tl

| - U

technology have inflWential power upon people in the society. Second ,
¢ Qv

they assumed t# uﬁ?ﬂaw? ; ﬂ?use of changes of
‘ :
other domains. gThird, related to the first point, the history of the
- 44, o/
AN eIy
d "of research, each field of present history studies

regards it essential that the argument is based on reliable historical

records.®®

*dwda favwdnd, "nrsdnywseifmdadine uazn11ldndngunag
UsziRdiEnd,” Wi 39.

?*Dhida, Tanman and Tamnan-History in the Study of Local
History, p.117.

26 gpga dauudnd, "nrsAnenssifdidading waznasldwdngumag
YssiRdaand, " win so-u1.
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3. Change and Continuity in Thai Historiography
In Thailand, the tradition of historiography in the court

started in the 17th century with the initiation of phongsawadan writing

and continued until the beginning of the Chakri Dynasty. History was

first written in the form he Royal Chronicle of Ayudhya

(Phraratchaphongsawadan Krofg S d . It 1s neither the history

of the common people noFwthat « e 'Eountr}r." (Actually, there
was no conception ofeieBunE ‘ o ‘ those days.) The Royal
Chronicle of Ayudh o5k : =" tory of the court with the

particular center other cities and towns

were out of its scop

The traditiogfofftie Rgyallgl ¢le @f Ayudhya was carried on
fthe 18th century. While 1t
still mainly dealt with the-rsto: ¥adhya, it also included the
initial period of the Chakri Dymiasty

As mentioc 7-’

¥
]

issued duoring the E®ttanakosin period.

ronicle is the most

historical work am RAava 1 Chronicle of Ayudhya

i
Consi# 'ing of two parts, which

ML} )10 it
T ENALN ANV AANEI Qe s

the phongsawadan Siam. important to remember that the

phongsawadan Siam is not the title of any particular version. It is a
general term which literally means "Thai history." |Written as the
history of the nation, its scope was widened to the whole country.
Moreover, it is worth noticing that there was a shift in focus of this
history, which was in lipe with the modernization process. Thai

history, which had only regarded the ruling class with the king as a
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center, was then reformed to become the history of the whole country and
the nation. This was a remarkable change which took place in Thai
historiography.

The introduction of the new educational system and the beginning
of public education, together with the development of printing

technology resulted in the spreac

he phungsuuadan Siam. History was

then no more the heritagesof the igfclass, but became the "common

However, in histon fphy still maintained its

conventional charact® ‘Thai historiography was

as centralistic as #Verd vagh 2 \\\\ attempt not to focus on
1 148 | G5 1

the history of the #&p u 8rn was still the center,

while other cities,

ic continued to be set

aside. Conseguently, ansfered, so was the core

of historiography, from, and then from Thonburi to

Bangkok, accordingly.

1t is omj™‘recently that Hhisto ‘-_i to advocate the
Ny M

necessity of stud: }lw :,r';f- so, it has still not

' i)

yet become the main™:

treau Or, perhays it is more appropriate to say

that the FrDﬂ ﬂngan?ﬁmmommdes with the

continuing dum“ance of centr 1stor

AN AININURIINIA Y

U8 (Buandaad, YirdfdrandiauTadunfluniriagnarianisausen,
n3aumer: dowulneadfingn, wmiinerdusssudadnd, 2523. w1 73-74.
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