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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the analysis of relations between
mass media and development of Thailand during the National
Economic and Social Development Plan (1961-1983), according to
Lerner's model of modernization. The objective is to test
the applicabilities of Lerner's model to National development,
Phe methodology of this study is divided into|two parts: empirical
and critical approache The empirical approach is to find out
directions of relations and capacities to 'describe, among five
variables' 1) urbanization 2) literacy 3) mass media |
participation &) political participation and 5) economic
participation. The critical approach is directly aimed at
considering the appropriate variable between the political and
economic participation and the application of Lerner's model to

national development,



As for the empirical analysis, the result shows
that, in testing the variable according to lLerner's model,
the political participation does not relate in any way to
the other variables. After replacing the political partici-
pation with the economic participation, the new relations
differ significantly from the old ones., Therefore, path
analysis should be used to calculate the cause-effect
relations. The findings-are as foliows:=_ ‘''Urbanization
and mass media partieipation are highly related in the same
direction. So are mass /media participation and literacy.
The éame applies to diteracy and eccnomic participation.
Meanwhile, urbanization ds indirectly related to economic
participation.” In addition, another assumption of the same
analysis shows the follewimg results.  '"Urbanization and
literacy do not distinectly increase in the same direction.
When the urbanization rate in Thailand grew up only 16.5%,
literacy rate has also increased, significantly and independently
of the increase of urbanization rate' and "with the increase
in mass media participation rate comes the high increase in
literacy rate which is considered positively related without

any reciprocity"

In the critical analysis, the results are as follows:
"Studying the national development during the Development
Plan according to Lerner's model have to consider the ecounomic
participation to be the objective of national development .

replacing to political participation and the directions of



relations among varizbles are specified-related.”

From the two approaches, it cen be concluded that
in studying relations between mass media and development of
Thailand during the Development Plan in accordance with

Loun.

Lerner's model of rodernization c¢omposes of five varisbles
1) urbénization 2) literacy 3) mase media parfiéipation
and 4) economic participation. /The important concept in
development of Thailand i€ Murkanization is the beginning of
national development. When the urbanization rate increases, it
will affect the growth' of mass media participation rate which also
affects directly to the 1literacy growth rate which comes the
high increase with the leconomic participation., Despite the
mass media participation does not increase the economic
participation directly, it affects irdirectly by literacy rate.
In addition, the urbanization also indirectly increases the
economic participation., The economic participation is the

aim of national development of Thailand."
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