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WANTANEE AREEROB : BODY IMAGE PERCEPTON OF BLIND THAI ADOLESCENTS.
ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. CHULANEE THIANTHAI, Ph.D., 154 pp.

The purposes of this study were: (1) to examine the perception of the
understanding of Thai blind adolescents about their body image, (2) to determine
external factors influencing this perception, (3) to investigate the development of this
perception, and (4) to classify the perception reported. This study used a qualitative
research design using an in-depth interview and participant observation. Participants

were 30 blind Thai adolescents aged between 13 -21 years, both male and female.

Results showed that body image perception of Thai blind adolescents can be
divided into two subthemes: 1) the perception of specific body parts and 2) the
perception the composition of these parts and personality. This perception was
developed through sensory input and past learning experiences, influenced by external
influences such as families, peer groups, teachers, audio books, Braille books, and
mass media. Lastly, body image perception of Thai blind adolescents could be divided
into 8 groups: body composition, body image enhancement, tangible physical
appearances, overall body appearance, social values contributing to body appearance,
personal uniqueness (i.e. birthmarks), and body image developed from auditory input
and geometrical analogy. When compared with the perception of adolescents without
disabilities, both similarities and distinctiveness were found in body image perception

Thai blind adolescents.
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Objects and Events in Real World
Energy or Information Coming to Sense Organ:

Light Wave, Sound Wave etc. (1)

Signals to Brain (2)

Relevant Brain Event ———— Perceptual Experience
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