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The objective of this research was to study the curriculum trends
in eleven private higher education institutions in Thailand by studying the
programs and the fields of study classified by the ISCED at present to
forecast the trends in the next 15 years.

It was found that most private higher education institutions
offered the bachelor’s degree courses in Social Sciences, particulary in
Commercial and Business Administration. The programs and their objectives
in the same field were not different. Any offered fields of study depended
on the readiness and expertise of their institutions as well as the needs
of private sectors. Consequently, the main purposes of producing garaduates
were to supply the private gectors with qualified personnel and to enable
the graduates to self-operate their own business. The private higher
education institutions administrated the curriculum taxonomy efficiently,
especially on curricular clock. Graduates’ gualification was in accordance
with the curriculum objectives and/or the institution philosophy.
According to the interview of the administrators, it was predictable that
within B.E.2545 the private higher education institutions tended to offer
programs in two directions. Firstly, in depth, the institution graduate
schools would offer master and doctoral degrees in the fields that they are
presently famous for and potential enough to do so in the future. Secondly,
in width, the institutions would continue offering the present bachelor
degree courses both in regular and twilight prograam. Furthermore,new fields
of study would be offered when the institutions are ready to do 80.The study
showed that the future curriculum should meet the local needs distinguished
by each institution. After Box & Jenkins method of prediction was applied
to studying the record, it could be predicted that the fields of study to
be favourably chosen in the future were respectively ranked as follow:

1. Natural Sciences, especially Computer Sciences and Biotechnology.

2. Medical Science and Health - Related and Engineering and

3. Social Sciences, which preferably to be studied as a twilight
program. Besides this, educational technology would play the important
roles in higher education. Teaching and learning process would therefore
not be limited to take place only in the classroom and in the institution
any longer. Furthermore, the private higher education institution would
cooperate with each other more and more.
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