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)

The purposes of this research are to study 1,420 rare books in
western languages of the Siam Society Library collected in Prince Wan Room 1
and 2 concerning their languages, contents, as well as their categories and

characteristics of rare books. The results are presented in percentage as
follows:

Most of the Siam Society Library's rare books in western languages
are written in English (65.28 percent). These rare books of the Siam Society
Library are classified by Dewey Decimal Classification System. The main
content is in History Group (42.39 percent) and 30.85 percentage of the rare
books concern Thai facts, most in Thai history (18.24 percent).

Considering 4 categories criteria, it is found that 93.03 percent are
books belonging to perfect condition. Next are those of reputation,
provenance and printing valuation. From 13 characteristics criteria, it is
found that 89.72 percent are good conditioned rare books. The rest are books
with valuable illustrations, and books written on memorandums or experiences
in geographical expeditions and surveys of Thailand and neighboring countries.

The guidelines in providing services, publicising and preserving the
rare books are suggested in the thesis to support the objects of the society
in research services,
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