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This research aims to find alternatives for housing urban poor
in slums along canals in Bangkok Metropolis. The importance of the study
lies in the number of slums along canals that is nearly half of the total
slums in the city, their importance as communities along canals which is
traditional £form of settlements in Bangkok, their impact on urban
environment especially on the canal system, and their apparent squatting

on public land along the canals.

Employing field survey, structured interview is administered in
24 out of 424 slums along canals to collect primary data on physical,
economic, social, and environment settings of these communities. Analysis
of these data are made to identify communities development related factors
which are used to develop models representing communities characters that
call for different actions from the Government. These factors are
historical value and community function, locational advantage, land

ownership, and degree of practicability.

Research results indicate that conditions of slums along canals
are similar to those of slums in other places, especially housing and
economic aspects. However, according to community character models, slums
along canals are classified into 4 groups which need different actions.
Four alternatives are recommended, along with community development
guidelines at national, city, and community levels, to tackle housing
problems in slums along canals in Bangkok Metropolis. They are (1) Conserve
and Improve Community Environment; (2) Renew Community Plan; (3) Control
Community Size and Improve Community 'Environment; and (4) Control

Community Size and Relocate Slum Dwellers.
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