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JARUWAN PROMWUNG : SOME CULTURAL CHANGE OF TAI LUE. THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSO.PROF. SUPANG CHANTAVANICH, Ph.D. 182 PP. ISBN 974-582-894-7

This study is a study of changes in the Tai Lue culture. Four topics
of these changes were selected; i.e. some traditional belief concerning the
acts and rituals of gift givings to the monks and the spirits, the practice
of house blessings, traditional costumes and language. The Tai Lue village
under this study is Ban Thung Mok, Amphur Chiang Muan, Pha Yao Province.
Specifically, thyee purposes of this study are 1) to find out general social
structure and culture of a Tal Lue village; 2) to show the process of
cultural changes in this village; 3) to understand the responsiveness of

various groups of the Lue on the stages of changes.

The Tai Lue are farmers. Nuclear family is predominant among
themselves. They are Buddhists with some beliefs in spirit worshipping.
There is an elementary school for their children. The headman acts as a
mediator between villagers and government officials. There are, however,
some old devout Buddhist laymen who also act as leaders. Of the four selected
topics of changes, traditional costumes are most noticeably affected, i.e.
they are replaced by dresses made from factories and sold in the market.
Traditional Lue language .is .still practiced in.the house and village. It is
less affected and still survived with little change. As for traditional
beliefs such as the worship of spirits, there are some changes and at the
same time other parts still remained unchanged. It is discovered that those
who are well educated, and younger generation and high social status are those
who have positive responses towards changes. Briefly, changes has occured
in the Tai Lue culture, but at the same time some traditional customs are

preserved so that their ethnic identity will be maintained
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