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_Environmentalists in Chiang Mai stage a brotest against condominiums and high nsé
buildings on Friday. The placard reads *‘Stop... Condo™

Chiang Mai’s way
on condominiwmns

Chiang Mai — Environmentalists are
oppased to the building of condomini-
a:ne in this northern capital and are
expected to show their concern at a sem-
inar starting here tomorrow.

‘The seminar, which will continue un-
til Saturday, has been organised by the
Project for Ecological Recovery, the For
Chiang Mai Group, and university and
teachers college societies.

Hosted by the Chiang Mai YMCA,
the seminar is entitled, Man'’s effect on
the world’s enVironment and will in-
clude displays of elides, photographs
and paintings

Among the .lpeaken will be Dr Su-

phavit Piempongsarn of the National .

Environment Board, Magsaysay award-

winner Dr Prawes Wasi and Phra Ar-

chan Pongsuk Dechathammo.
Highlight of the seminar will be a

lecture on Friduy by one of Chiang
Mai's leading conservuticnists, archi-
tect-lecturer  Sirichai  Narumit-re-
kagarn.

Mr Sirichai is concerned at the speed
with which condominiums ure being
built in Chiang Mai and their effect on
historical, cultural and religious sites.

His slide presentation, Condomini-
ums and their effect on the environ-
ment, will show the effect of condomini-
ums on Chiang Mai in recent years.

A demonstration against condomini-
um construction in July prompted an
emergency meeting of provincial and
municipal officials to agree to controls
on high-rise buildings.

But environmentalists are worried
that building applications are being
hurriedly submitted before the new law
comes into effect.
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